PRISONS OF IRELAND. 



TWENTY-SIXTH 

REPORT 

Ok' THE 



IN SPECTORS-GENERAL 



ON THE 



GENERAL STATE OF 



THE PRISONS OF IRELAND, 

1847; 

WITH APPENDICES. 



UmrtUcR to Iiotfj iDousess of (parliament tip arommaitft of II? er ifSHajeotp. 



DUBLIN: 

PRINTED BY ALEXANDER THOM, 87, ABBEY-STREET, 
' FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE. 
...... 1848. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CONTENTS. 



GENERAL REPORT. 

Page 

GENERAL REPORT ON THE PRISONS OF IRELAND, .... 5 

CONVICT DEPOTS, 11 



APPENDIX, No. 1. 

FORM OF REPORT MADE TO GRAND JURIES, 27 



NORTH DISTRICT. 

Dublin Prisons : 

County of Dublin Gaol, at Kilmainham, ...... 30 

City of Dublin Gaol, Newgate, 32 

Richmond Bridewell and House of Correction for Males, . . . .35 

Grangegorman-lane Prison, . ••••... 38 

Four Courts’ Marshalsea, . 43 

County of Antrim Gaol, at Carrickfergus, ....... 

Belfast District Bridewell and House of Correction ; Ballymoney, Ballymena, and Antrim 
Bridewells, ........ ^g 

County of Armagh Gaol ; Lurgan, Markethill, Newtownhamilton, and Ballybot Bridewells, . 49 

County of Cavan Gaol, at Cavau ; Ballyconnell, Bailieborough, and Cooteliill Bridewells, . ' 51 

County of Donegal Gaol, at Lifford; Donegal, Glenties, Letterkenny, and Buncrana Bridewells, 53 
County of Down Gaol, at Downpatrick; Newry Bridewell, ■ .... 55 

County of Fermanagh Gaol, at Enniskillen; Ncwtownhutler Bridewell, ... 57 

County of Leitrim Gaol, at Carrick-on-Shannon; Ballinamor and Manorkamilton Bridewells, . 59 

County of Londonderry Gaol; Coleraine, Newtownlimavady, and Magkerafelt Bridewells, . GO 

County of Longford Gaol, ........ g 9 

County of Louth Gaol, at Dundalk ; Ardee Bridewell, .... 64 

County of the Town of Drogheda Gaol, gg 

County of Mayo Gaol, at Castlebar; Ballinrobe, Westport, Ballina, and Belmullet Bridewells, 67 
County of Meath Gaol, at Trim; Navan and Kells Bridewells, . . . .69 

County of Monaghan Gaol; Castleblaney, Carrickmacross, Ballybay, and Clones Bridewells, . 71 

County of Roscommon Gaol; Athlone, Castlerea, Boyle, and Strokestown Bridewells, . 72 

County of Sligo Gaol; Ballymote Bridewell, ....... 

County of Tyrone Gaol, at Omagh; Dungannon, Cloglier, and Stiabane Bridewells, . . 75 

County of Westmeath Gaol, at Mullingar; Moate Bridewell, .... 7 g 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CONTENTS. 



IU 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



Page 

County of Carlow Gaol, ......... 79 

County of Clare Gaol, at Ennis; Eunistymon, Kilrusli, Tulla, Sixmilebridgc, aud Killaloe 



Bridewells, .......... 

County of Cork Gaol; Cliarleville, Mitclielstown, Fermoy, Mallow, Kanturk, Millstreet, 
Macroom, Clonakilty, Rosscarbery, Kinsale, Core, and Middleton Bridewells, 

City of Cork Gaol ; Bridewell, ........ 

County of Galway Gaol; Portumna, Woodford, Eyrecourt, Ballinasloe, Loughrca/.Oughterard, 
and Gort Bridewells, ....••••• 

Town of Galway Gaol, 

County of Kerry Gaol, at Tralee; Tnrliert, Listotrel, Kenmarc, Milltown, Ellomey, <iu,t 
' Castleisland Bridewells, .... ..... 

County of Kildare Gaol, at Athy, . ...•••• 

County of Kildare Gaol, at Naas, ....•••• 

County of Kilkenny Gaol; Tliomastown, Callan, and Urlingford Bridewells, . 

City of Kilkenny Gaol, ...•••••• 

King’s County Gaol, at Tullamore; Birr Bridewell, • 

County of Limerick Gaol; Croom, Bruff, Newcastle, Rathkcale, and Gliun Bridewells, 

City of Limerick Gaol, ....••••• 

Queen’s County Gaol, at Maryborough; Borris-in-Ossory, Abbeylcix, and Stradbally Bridewells, 
County of Tipperary (North Riding) Gaol, at Nenagh ; Newport, Borrisokane, Roscrea, 
Teraplemore, and Thurles Bridewells, .....•• 
County of Tipperary (South Riding) Gaol, at Clonmel; Cashel, Cahir, Carrick-ou-Suir, and 

Clogheen Bridewells, • 

County of Waterford Gaol; Lismore and Dungama Bridewells, . . . . 

City of Waterford Gaol; House of Correction, ..... 

County of Wexford Gaol; New Ross, Enuiscorthy and Gorey Bridewells, 

County of Wicklow Gaol; Baltinglass Bridewell, •■•••• 



81 



82 

84 

S5 

87 

89 

91 

92 

93 

94 

96 

97 
99 

100 

101 

102 

105 

10G 

10S 

110 



APPENDIX, No. 2. 
SCHEDULE (A), LIST OF PRISONS, . 



(B) , RETURN OF PRISONERS CONFINED IN GAOLS on 31st Decem- 
ber, 1847, 112 

(C) , ACCOMMODATION OF COUNTY GAOLS in the Year 1847, . . 113 

(D) , EXPENDITURE OF GAOLS in the Year 1S47, . . .114 

(E) , RETURN OF TRADES’ WORK, HARD LABOUR, AND SCHOOLS 

IN GAOLS, on the 31st December, 1847, . . • . .118 

(F) , RETURN OF TRADES APPLICABLE TO GAOLS, . . .119 

(G) ' COST OF SUBSISTENCE, FUEL, .fee., OF BRIDEWELLS in 1847, . 120 



„ _ . ( Noeth District, . 

Inspectors-General for g otJTH District, 



. CAPTAIN JOHNSON. 

. SIR NICHOLAS FITZSIMON. 



A 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Office of I nspectors-General of Prisons, 
Dublin Castle, 

29 th April , 1848. 



Sir, 



We have the' honor to transmit our Report on the progress of Prison 
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TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT 



OF THE 



INSPEOTOBS-GENEBAL OE THE PRISONS IN IBEL1ND. 



1847 . 



GENERAL REPORT ON THE PRISONS OF IRELAND. 

No task can well be more discouraging and, indeed, melancholy than that of 
attempting to detail the history of the Irish prisons for the year 1847. 

Years of untiring assiduity had overcome many of the evils under which they 
formerly laboured. Our predecessors as Inspectors, and the various Boards of 
Superintendence, Local Inspectors, and Governors had, under circumstances of 
great difficulty, brought the county gaols, as a general rule, to a state of which 
any country might be proud ; and we had looked forward to the comparatively 
easy task of eradicating the few real blots which existed in their discipline and 
order, and exciting the very few Boards and Grand Juries, who had not earnestly 
commenced the work of improvement, to imitate the example shown them by the 
great majority, when the terrible catastrophe, which has disorganized the whole 
framework of society in Ireland, fell with its full force upon the establishments 
under our charge; aud instead of having a pleasing statement of improved dis- 
cipline, enlarged prison accommodation, and advanced instruction, we can only 
describe industrial works given up, classification destroyed, separation unat- 
tempted, and disease and death increasing to a degree that could never have been 
contemplated by those acquainted with the usual orderly and healthy state of our 
gaols. 

The accumulated misfortunes and evil coincidences of the last year have been 
such as to produce a state of things, for which, although the Inspectors-General in 
a groat measure foresaw their results, it was utterly impossible for them to adopt 
any effective preventative measures, and them utmost efforts have merely tended 
to produce a palliative effect. 

The principal causes to which we refer are three, namely, the occurrence in the 
same year, 1st, of distress amounting to famine; 2nd, the sudden cessation of 
transportation; and, 3rdly, the passing of the Vagrant Act the effect of the 
first having been to quadruple the evils occasioned by the two last. 

The present state of the gaols will be seen from a glance at the accompanying 
tabular statement, setting forth the actual numbers confined in the several prisons, 
the accommodation which each gaol contains, (having due regard to the health 
of the prisoners,) and the effect produced by overcrowding, as proved by the vast 
increase of deaths within the prisons as compared with that of the preceding years. 
It may be necessary to state, that the accommodation of the different gaols has 
been estimated in the following manner :— Each separate cell has been calculated 
for a single person, and the medical officers have furnished a statement of the 
number of beds which the rooms— not cells, or included in the hospitals— could 
contain without unwliolesomely crowding the prisons. It is further to be remarked, 
that a cell which contains more than a single individual must by law be occupied 
by three , as it is not legal, under any circumstances, to confine two male prisoners m 
the same cell. It will thus be seen that even in a prison containing only double 
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the number for which it was originally constructed, numbers must be crowded, 
three in the same cell. 
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Having shown by the above table the actual state of the prisons, we shall at 
once proceed to comment on the causes which produced such a condition of things, 
and, as far as we can, point out the remedies to be applied to evils so great as 
those necessarily occasioned by crowding together 12,883 prisoners in gaols only 
calculated to contain 5,655 — evils which have increased the deaths in the Irish 
prisons from 131 to 1,315 within the course of a single year, and raised the 
expenditure of the gaols from £75,657 in 1845, to £125,817 3 s. 8 d. in 1847. 

The direct causes of overcrowding may be included under the following heads: — 

1st. In many of the gaols the working of the Vagrant Act. This law, passed 
last sessions, compels magistrates to commit to gaol all persons found beg- 
ging, whereby an immense mass of destitution, filth, and disease is forced into 
prisons, never in their original construction calculated to receive. It must be 
borne in mind that in addition to the want of absolute room in the prisons, the 
supplies of bedding and clothing are limited to the average wants of each county, 
and that the present distress for funds in all the counties of Ireland precludes 
the possibility of those supplies being enlarged to any extent at all capable of 
meeting the present demand. The immediate evil then is, that numbers of these 
wretched creatures so committed are obliged to lie on straw in the passages and 
day-rooms of the prisons, without a possibility of washing or exchanging their 
own filthy rags for proper apparel.* The effect of such a state of things as this 
upon the health and lives of the other unfortunate inmates of the prison, requires 
no comment. Upon the necessity of passing this Act, or the propriety of the 
mode of punishment adopted under it, it is not our place to offer any opinion, but 
of its effect upon the condition of the gaols we are painfully conscious. 

With a view to remedy this great evil as far as their discretion allows, magis- 
trates have in many places adopted the course of committing vagrants only for 
the shortest period specified by the Act, namely, 24 hours. But even this practice 
affords no remedy for the misfortune occasioned by the almost inevitable intro- 
duction of fever and dysentery into a crowded prison, thereby not only increasing 
largely the expenditure of the gaol, already enormous, but causing the sacrifice 
of many lives. The modification of this Act, by substituting some other remedy 
for the suppression of vagrancy, is much to be desired. 

2nd. The general distress of the country has vastly increased the number of 
pauper debtors, who are a class very little removed in filth, misery, and destitution, 
from the vagrants we have described above ; many of these persons being old and 
feeble, with the filthy habits incident to age and poverty, renders the keeping of 
the apartments occupied by them in a healthy and cleanly state nearly an impos- 
sibility. We may mention as examples, that in Omagh gaol 120, and in Armagh 
90 debtors, are crowded into accommodation, which renders the occurrence of a 
state of disease which can be little short of pestilence upon the approach of 
summer, almost inevitable. 

A bill was under consideration last year which, as far as we could gather, was 
intended to do away with the power of arrest for debts under £10, or at least 
contemplated an assimilation of the Irish to the English Law of arrest. Should 
this law not be immediately brought forward, we would suggest that the 83rd 
section of the Prisons’ Act be made imperative. This clause gives a discretionary 
power to the court, under process from which any person is confined for a sum 
less than £10, f to compel the detaining creditor to make an allowance of 2s. Or/, 
a week for the support of the prisoner, upon its being ascertained that he is a 
pauper and unable to support himself. This clause not being imperative is, 
from many causes, exceedingly inoperative. At present, we grieve to say, that many 
of the debtors confined in the county gaols are detained, for the rent of land, 
which they hold without the power either of cultivating it or paying' the rent, 
and who would be immediately discharged were they to surrender their holding, 
in most cases without being asked for the payment of the debt. Another class 
of debtors numerous in the gaols, are military pensioners, who in many instances 
receive the paupers’ allowance while their pensions are received by their families. 
It would be most desirable that a clause similar to the 56th of the 56th cap. 
1st and 2nd Vic., could be introduced into the Prisons’ Act. This ..clause allows 



* See Sir Nicholas Fitzsimon’s report on the gaol of Galway county. 

+ If this clause were made imperative, and applicable to persons confined for any suni un er — - » 
we think it would be a decided improvement, and might do away with the necessity of abolishing e 
power' of arre9t for small sums. 
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Guardians of workhouses to receive pensions in payment of relief given to 
pensioners ; and the concession of the same power to Governors of gaols would 
be found ot great use in preventing fraud. The money so received should, in 
county gads, be credited to the Boards of Superintendence, to defray the 
expense ot supporting the pensioners, and in the Four Courts Marshalsea it 
should be credited to the Consolidated Fund by the Local Inspector. 

3rd. A great number of boys, in most instances under 12 years of a° - e, 
(in Cork gaol they amount to 2 (JO,) have this year found their way into the 
prisons, being committed for various petty larcenies — some for stealing food 
under pressure of distress, but the greater number for having committed offences 
in the workhouses for the purpose of being transferred to the prisons, wherein 
the dietary is better than in the poorhouses. 

The remedy to be applied to the latter evil rests almost entirely with the 
Magistracy and Recorders of the different cities, and we need not say, that a 
greater mistake than sending such offenders to prison cannot lie committed. 
When sent to gaol the criminal actually gains his point, whereby an actual 
premium is given for the commission of offences, and an encouragement held 
out to others to follow the same course. The simple plan in such cases would 
lie, to whip such Jurat He offenders, and send them back to the workhouse; but in 
no case to commit, them to prison , where, as all classification is almost given up. 
they must, from association with old offenders, become confirmed thieves, and 
be in every way corrupted. 

Another remedy might be adopted — by diminishing the dietary, in prison, of 
such juvenile offenders, and putting them, as to rations, upon a footing with 
inhabitants ot the workhouses. The Court of Queen’s Bench is the only power 
competent to arrange such a change ; but many difficulties lie in the way, as 
the quantity of food is fixed by law, and objections exist to establishing different 
rates of dietary in the same prison ; still, however, we hope that the necessity of the 
case being taken into consideration, some such remedy may, under strict reo-ula- 
tions, be sanctioned. ° 



file 4th cause at the great pressure has been the unfortunate necessity 
ivhich occurred, simultaneously with the distress, of discontinuing transportation 
to \ an Diemens Land, fins lias inevitably resulted in the Government beta* 
compelled to leave large numbers of persons under rule of transportatiofi 
n the county gaols. Plus necessity will be at once admitted when we state, 
that at the commencement of the year 1S47 there was not accommodation for 
L2fi„n rlS ° ner s ™ tenc ? d to transportation at the disposal of Government ; 

P r l son ' tde onl .'’ 0 “® previously available, requiring to be entirely 
“! , OTd “ *° render it fit for the confinement of prisoners fo? 
lengthened periods. During tile year 1847, the number of prisoners sentenced 
to transportation actually increased fourfold-t-he average of mata prisoners 

‘uoTeft at the’T t '° r eCe ‘f°? 1 seven 3 ’ cars Lein . ! ? 018, while, Including 
-U0 left at the termination of the year 1846, the number lias within the 
last year amounted to 2,350 convicts, up to the 14th February 1348 The 
majority ol these have been, or very soon will be, disposed of' as follows 1 — 



Statement of number of convicts whom it has been necessary to dispose of in 
£ that* purposed— *° ^ ** ° f Feteu “* 184 * " dth ** ■*¥»* 



Total number of convicts to be provided for 
Smithfield has been fitted to contain 
Richmond Bridewell, , 

Kilniaiuhiuu Gaol, 

Spike Island Depot * 


. 300 

. 250 

84 

. 600 


2,350 


Total in Depots at present, 

Sent to Bermuda in the Medway, . 
Ditto, in the Bungalore, 


. 1,234 
£} »» 




Total disposed of in 1847, to February, 1848, 


• deduct 1,934 


Total number which remain in the County Gaols, 




416 



This prison will in a very few day, be prepared for lh, reception of 200 additional convict. 
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This number will certainly be immensely increased by additional convicts at 
the approaching assizes. 

To provide for this latter body, we see no other mode practicable at the 
present moment, except by procuring hulks, to be stationed either in Kings- 
town or Cork harbour, or making arrangements for sending still greater 
numbers abroad, should it be found possible to resume the system of trans- 
portation. We may further observe that the prisons at this moment most crowded, 
are, by a singular chance, almost all seaport towns, viz. : — Cork, Tralee, Galway, 
and Castlebar, and it might be worth the consideration of Government, whether 
they should not supply or empower Boards of Superintendence to hire tonnage 
in the various harbours, for the purpose of confining prisoners, as a temporary 
measure for meeting the present emergency.* Such a scheme as this of course 
could only be contemplated under the extreme circumstances of misery, distress, 
and disease at present existing in those prisons. For the gaols more inland, 
such as Roscommon, Carrick-on-Shannon, Armagh, Omagh, &c., we feel that 
there exist no remedies except those indicated above, viz. : — 1st, if possible 
refraining from committing vagrants and beggars, and discharging those already 
committed for slight offences and short periods ; 2nd, directing a different 
course to be pursued with regard to the workhouse offences, or giving powers 
to Magistrates to punish such in the workhouses themselves ; 3rd, modifying 
the dietary of prisons to meet the case of juvenile offenders ; and 4th, at once 
adopting some plan for clearing the prisons of the pauper debtors. We are 
aware that all these measures are in themselves more or less objectionable, but 
we feel that unless some effectual course be adopted, the prison system in Ireland, 
will, we may say, break up, in consequence of the enormous crowd of prisoners, 
and the impossibility of levying or otherwise procuring funds to meet the 
increased expenditure ; besides which, numbers of lives must inevitably fall 
a sacrifice to the continuance of the present state of affairs. We cannot in 
this statement avoid specifying our opinion, that all parties connected with 
the Irish prisons, both Boards of Superintendence and the various officers em- 
ployed in the gaols — Local Inspectors, Governors, and Medical Attendants — have 
done their utmost to meet the difficulties of their position during the last year, 
and have devoted themselves in every way to the fulfilment of their always 
arduous and often dangerous duties. 

We must further remark, that there are various evils connected with the prisons 
which we have not touched upon, as having been set forth at large in the report 
of the Inspectors-General for 1S4G, to which we beg to refer. These principally 
consist of the total want of proper accommodation, and of any medical attendance 
whatever in bridewells, as well as the enormous numbers frequently collected 
together in these confined and inadequate buildings, there being, in many instances, 
90 or 100 persons to be tried at one quarter sessions town, where there is not 
fit accommodation for above 15 or 20 prisoners; add to this the system of send- 
ing the prisoners backwards and forwards from the bridewell to the county gaol, 
and vice vena, sometimes three journeys of 40 or 50 miles in the depth of winter. 
We have only, in conclusion, to state, that the Inspectors-General are utterly 
powerless to remedy any of the evils above described, produced as they are by 
an injudicious system of law; in fact, an entire modification of the prison system 
in Ireland has, from a variety of causes, become almost absolutely necessary. As 
the law stands at present, the authority over the prisons is divided between the 
Government, the Court of Queen’s Bench, the Sheriffs of Counties, the Boards of 
Superintendence, and the Inspectors-General, while all matters connected with 
the enlargement or improvement of the prisons are referred to the Board of 
Works. The result of this complicated arrangement is, that no central or 
responsible authority exists upon any one point, and the efforts of the Inspectors- 
General to produce uniformity of system, either in discipline or expenditure, are 
entirely dependent for any effect they may produce upon the attention which 
may be voluntarily conceded to their recommendation or advice. This atten- 
tion — thanks to the good feeling of the gentlemen composing the various Boards 
of Superintendence — we are happy to say, they have hitherto generally received ; 
but it must be obvious that, under such a system, the progress of prison discipline 
must of necessity be slow, more especially as the officers of the different county 
gaols, being aware that there exists no power to promote them out of the county 

* For this purpose a short Act extending the jurisdiction of the Sheriff would be required. 
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to which they belong, are deprived of the stimulus to exertion which would be 
sufficient did such a power exist. Upon this subject we should not have touched 
were it not that we feel that the misfortunes and distresses of the past year, and we 
fear, of that which is to come, will render the remodelling of the present prison 
system of Ireland almost a matter of compulsion. As an instance of the way in which 
the necessity of applying to various parties in order to effect any improvement in a 
prison really works, we may specify, that the gaol of the County of Kilkenny 
has long been considered inadequate for the wants of the district, and in more 
than one instance the Grand Jury have voted the sum necessary to effect the 
enlargement required, viz., £10,000. They have never, however, been able to 
carry out their intention, and within a very few days we have received information 
that the sum so voted has been reduced by the Rate-payers to one-half, £5,000; 
thus virtually frustrating a most useful project, because, as the improvement 
cannot be carried out without the sanction of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
who generally acts upon the recommendation of the Inspectors-General of Prisons, 
the matter will be submitted to us for consideration, and our report must be 
against it, seeing that the sum now proposed is totally inadequate, and in fact, 
would be quite thrown away, as little, if any, real benefit could be derived from 
its outlay. We cannot conclude this report without specifying that numbers of 
Boards engaged in the management of the gaols in Ireland, were occupied at 
the moment when the great misfortunes mentioned above fell upon them, in 
carrying out improvements in the buildings under their charge, with a view of 
realizing, in a degree, the benefits to be derived from the separate system. 
Among those so engaged I may mention the Counties of Wicklow, Wexford, 
Armagh, Fermanagh, and Limerick, while the Grand Jury of Louth have voted 
a liberal sum for the purpose of building an entirely new gaol upon the plan of 
separation, for the construction of which an exceedingly eligible site has been 
selected. In fact, we have little doubt, that had matters progressed, as we had 
every reason to hope they would, that the very greatest benefits, both to the 
criminal population and the rest of the community, would have resulted from 
the very general effort which was making in almost all the prisons to improve 
their discipline, introduce a system of constant employment, and gradually 
to carry out the principle of separate confinement. It is lamentable to reflect 
that this prospect is entirely overcast, and that it is impossible to say in the 
present melancholy state of things, resulting from the distress of the lower 
orders and the financial difficulties of the different counties, when it will be 
practicable to resume the onward course from which we expected so much 
advantage. At the present moment, we grieve to say, that the efforts of the 
Boards of Superintendence and the Inspectors-General will avail little, except 
to palliate in a degree the almost inevitable evils with which they have had, and 
for some time must have to contend. The table which we append to this report 
will show the principal features of the state of the gaols; the number of 
prisoners confined, the accommodation provided for them, and the rapid increase 
of the number of deaths, as well as of the expenditure of the prisons for the last 
three years. There is also a separate statement of the number of be°-o-ars and 
vagrants. 00 

We have thought it right to bring this statement to the very latest possible 
period, and have therefore closed it from the gaol returns of the 14th February 
J b48, just previous to the commencement of the Spring Assizes. 

CLEMENT JOHNSON,) r , _ 

N. FITZSIMON, j lns P ec tors-General. 
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CONVICT DEPOTS. 

A summary of the great accumulation of persons under rule of transportation 
has been already given under the head of the general increase of prisoners in 
Ireland. It will, however, be necessary to enter more into detail with regard to 
this particular department, in order to specify the measures which, with the sanc- 
tion of the Government, have been taken by the Inspectors-General of Prisons, 
for the purpose of, in some degree, meeting the difficulties produced by the four- 
fold increase of the numbers sentenced to transportation, at a moment when the 
possibility of carrying out their sentences had in a great degree ceased. In the 
beginning of the autumn of 1846, the Inspectors-General called the attention of 
Government to the necessity of making provision for the altered state of things 
in the convict department ; and authority was given to the Board of Works to 
re-model the Convict Depot at Smithfield — then the only available prison at the 
disposal of Government — in order to render it capable of being used as a place 
of detention for persons likely to be confined for long periods. This was by no 
means an easy task, as the situation of the prison is unhealthy — in one of the 
very worst districts of the city — in a great measure abutting on the habitations 
of the least respectable part of the population, ready at any time to assist an 
escape, or protect the fugitive ; while it is surrounded on every side by cattle- 
yards, with dung-heaps piled high against the very wall of the prison ; I mean 
the back walls of the building itself, for there is not even an insulating passage 
or boundary wall. After much trouble, however, the prison was considerably 
improved in its interior, so as to render it fit for occupation by 280, and in time 
of pressure, by 300 prisoners. To effect this the cells next the adjoining houses 
had to be plated with iron, as the party wall was only a few inches thick, and 
built of stone and sand, so that persons in the next house could at any time 
break through. A large temporary w'ooden building was also constructed in one 
of the yards for the purpose of being used for work-shops. The chapel was 
fitted up for a school, and one of the interior yards roofed over and floored to 
make a large dormitory or work room. This prison has been in constant occupa- 
tion since March, 1846, and has been wonderfully healthy ; but as the convicts, 
of necessity, sleep three and four in each cell, and are crowded together in the 
day time when at work, little can be effected in the way of reformatory discipline. 
They are indeed kept constantly employed, and the schoolmaster devotes a great 
deal of attention to the younger prisoners ; but although a very great quantity 
of work is done in making the shoes and prison clothing, and many are kept 
employed in making mats, for which an advantageous sale can be had, still, with 
all the benefits to be derived from ceaseless supervision, I cannot but hope that 
measures may be taken which will enable the Government to adopt some other 
system with the convicts, being, as I am, painfully sensible, that whatever pains 
we may take, both in procuring employment and enforcing strict superinten- 
dence, that any thing in the way of radical reformation must be utterly hopeless, 
while such numbers are in constant and inevitable association. 

About the time that we were enabled to remove prisoners from the County 
gaols to Smithfield, we were enabled to conclude arrangements, by which a part 
of the County gaol of Kilmainham, and a large detached building in connexion 
with the Richmond Bridewell, were placed at the disposal of Government. 
Alterations, similar to those at Smithfield, were effected in each of these build- 
ings by the Architect of the Board of Works; and in Kilmainham we were 
enabled to place 84, in Richmond Bridewell, 250 convicts. In these prisons, as 
at Smithfield, we organized as much employment and instruction as it was pos- 
sible to give to prisoners so circumstanced ; but the same evil prevails in all — 
the prisoners sleep three and four in each cell; while they are oi necessity 
crowded together at their work, and during school and meal times, in the 
passages and corridors of the several buildings, there being no day-rooms. 
Finally, in June last arrangements were made with the Board of Ordnance, to 
hand over Fort Westmoreland, in Spike Island, Cork Harbour, to Government, 
for the construction of a Convict Depot, and the Inspectors were directed to 
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furnish the Engineer department with a schedule of the required alterations, 
in order to fit the Barracks in the Fort for a prison. This schedule was 
furnished early in July, and the late Major Cottingham proceeded to Spike 
Island, in order to superintend the carrying on of the works. To this task he 
devoted himself with the greatest zeal, intelligence, and assiduity; but many 
difficulties arose in the execution of the works which occasioned unforeseen 
delays ; the whole of the foundation of the buildings being the solid rock, the 
sewers absolutely essential for health and cleanliness, were of necessity formed 
by the laborious and tedious process of blasting, while holes had to be drilled in 
the rock for each of the upright posts necessary to support the stockade, within 
which the prison yards for exercise, and, as far as possible, for separation of 
classes were placed. The fitting the deep wells with forcing pumps, and the 
separate buildings with iron tanks for the necessary supply of water for washing 
and cleaning the sewers, also occupied considerable time ; while detached and 
unfinished buildings had to be fitted up, and, indeed, roofed in for kitchen, 
laundry, bakehouse, and drying room. The hospital also was entirely recon- 
structed from a large store, and a new temporary chapel built. In fact, every 
thing had to be constructed as de novo , except the absolute walls of the Barracks. 
From J uly to October, Major Cottingham, with little interval, resided almost 
constantly at Cove, and, I believe of those who met him there, none will deny 
that few could have equalled him in the quickness and intelligence with which he 
carried out the arrangements ; and none could have exceeded him in anxiety 
aud constancy of exertion. The last, however, combined with exposure to 
severe weather, proved too much for an enfeebled constitution ; and shortly after 
the completion of his undertaking, and his return to Dublin, he was taken 
seriously ill, never rallied, and died at the beginning of the year. In him the 
Government have lost a most active, zealous, and intelligent servant. Early in 
October, the first body of prisoners was sent down from Smithfield Depot to 
Spike Island ; and in a very short time the full number, for whom preparation 
had been made, viz., 600, were lodged within the Fort. In January, prepara- 
tions were commenced for fitting up an additional building to contain" 200 more 
convicts ; and I have every hope that before this report is published, as every 
exertion is making by Colonel Cole, R.E., and the contractors under him, I shall 
be enabled to announce that it has been completed and occupied, and the 
County gaols so far relieved. 

Of course the system of discipline possible in such a building as Fort West- 
moreland can, as in the other depots, amount to little more than superinten- 
dence, employment, and, as far as may be possible, school instruction. The 
mere fact of 30 men sleeping in each of the dormitories, is sufficient to prove 
that the sooner such a system can be done away with the better, and a plan 
adopted which will enable the Government to send the convicts abroad or in 
some other way provide for their instruction aud reformation. As no system 
ot discipline had ever hitherto been laid down for the management of convicts 
under the peculiar circumstances in which this department is now placed in 
Ireland, I embodied my views upon the subject, in a letter to Mr. Grace the 
Governor ot Spike Island Depot ; and in it I endeavoured to combine the three 
great objects attainable in such a prison, viz., supervision, strict discipline and 
constant employment, as far as was possible under the circumstances. ’This 
letter I append, as I think it will give the most compendious view of the plan 
which, I am happy to say— considering the facts, that nearly the entire of 
the. new staff appointed were untried men, very few having any previous ex- 
perience, and that the whole establishment required to be organized, from the very 
beginning, in all its details— has hitherto worked most creditably for the Gover- 
nor and his -Subordinates. I must also say, that in every matter connected with 
the discipline and regularity of the establishment, the* very greatest and most 
aluable assistance has been derived from the Local Inspector, Captain Atkins 
i r^,° r t l . e d T tai S con " ected Wlth these large and, be it recollected, all new esta 

rt fi 1 ' ™ St r t fer ,‘° the ‘ ab!es lvhich ““»W this report; id whte 

foi an) deficiencies which exist, I must rely for excuse upon the exceedins dffi 
eulty of organizing, within a single year, four prisons, all inconvenientl? con 
s ructed, and collecting together and disciplining, from the commencement a 
staff capable of taking charge, under circumstances of »reat disadvanhm. 
near!) Lodt) of the most desperate characters in Ireland, I shall close by ‘statin/ 
that if any success has attended the undertaking— and I cannot but feel thft. 
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it has in a great measure succeeded — it never could have been brought to its 
present nearly effective state, unless my late colleague, Major (Nottingham, and 
myself, had been aided by the untiring zeal and active intelligence of Mr. John 
Lamb, the Governor of Smithfield Depot, whose unremitting exertions in the 
course of the last laborious and anxious year, I shall ever have the greatest 
satisfaction in acknowledging. I feel more especially called on to specify the 
fact, that he undertook the exceedingly difficult task of superintending the com- 
plicated accounts of the three Dublin Depots ; and has executed that duty with- 
out remuneration. 

The Female Convict Depot, at Grangegorman-lane prison, has entirely escaped 
the complicated evils of the male department. In the first place, the numbers 
of women sentenced tp transportation during the past year has not increased in 
any thing like the proportion which has rendered the disposal of the male 
convicts so difficult. In addition to this, the transportation of females to Van 
Diemen’s Land being still considered most desirable, it has continued as usual. 
The numbers in this department sentenced and transported during the year 
1847, are given in the following return: — 

Return of the Number of Female Convicts received into Depot at Grangegorman, 
Dublin, and the Number removed therefrom, as under: — 

Convicts. Children. 



In the depot on the 1st January, 1847, . 




. 18 


- 


Received for the year 1847, 


Convicts. 


. 312 
330 

Children. 


72 


Transported in July, 1847, 


. 134 


33 




Ditto in January, 1848, 


. 171 
305 


33 

661 




Died in depot, .... 


. 3 


2 1 - 311 


68 


Removed to County Gaols, 


. . 2 




Ditto to Lunatic Asylum, 


1 


-J 




In depot on the 19th January, 1848, 




. 19 


4 


Free settlers sent out in July, 1847, 




. 40 




Ditto ditto January, 1848, . 




. 9 

— 49 





'Che discipline and arrangements of this department have been carried on as 
hitherto, most judiciously, by Mrs. Rawlins, and the accounts and embarkations, 
as far as the prison arrangements are concerned, have been carefully superintended 
by Mr. Marquess. A great improvement in the mode of conducting the arrange- 
ments for the discipline and instruction of the female convicts during the voyage 
to Van Diemen’s Land, has been effected by obtaining the sanction of Govern- 
ment to the employment of a carefully selected Matron to superintend the women 
while on ship-board. This has now been done in each of the three last ships 
which have sailed from Ireland; and I have no doubt that when we receive 
accounts of their arrival at Van Diemen’s Land it will be found that the effect 
has been most beneficial. 

The conduct and exertions of the newly appointed officers on the staff of the 
various depots, taking into consideration that almost the entire were men neces- 
sarily new to their duties, have been most unexceptionable and praiseworthy. It 
will, however, be more in place to speak of the several officers when I have had 
further experience of the mode in which they shall hereafter carry on the duties 
of the several departments. Mr. Grace, Governor of Spike Island, and Mr. 
Young, Superintendent at Richmond, have both had considerable opportunities 
and experience in their former positions, the first as Governor of the House of 
Correction of Cork County, the other as Deputy-Governor of Carlow Gaol; and I 
have great pleasure in stating, that I have received the greatest assistance and 
effective co-operation from them in organising the prisons under their care. I 
mav safely say that the best spirit has prevailed amongst all classes of the officers, 
and that little complaint has been heard, although many of necessity were placed 
in circumstances of very great discomfort. 

The tables which are appended to this report were framed with a view to give, 
as nearly as possible, at one view, the present state of the convict service in Ire- 
land, and the difficulties with which all parties connected with it have had to 
struggle during the last year. 
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Some observations may be useful with regard to the employment of the con- 
victs at Spike Island. It must be borne in mind that the workshops in which 
it is intended to place looms for weaving, and hand-mills for the grinding of corn, 
as well as to organise any other modes of employment which it may be found 
economical and advisable to adopt, are still unfinished, indeed, not commenced ; 
so that every in-door occupation we are able to carry out is of necessity done in 
the dormitories; and that although no one is allowed even now to be idle, still, the 
establishment being quite in its infancy, no very great progress can have been 
made as yet. Nevertheless, we are even at present able to promise that a great deal 
can be done to render this prison a scene of constant industry, and so far that a 
great saving of expenditure shall be effected. The out-door employment, in the 
absence of any instruction to the Board of Ordnance to employ the convicts, con- 
sists chiefly in levelling and arranging the parades, and forming communications 
between the various parts of the Fort. In order to explain this I may observe, 
that the whole of the interior of the Fort was found bv us in a state of nature, 
*'•<?., that no steps had been taken to level the ground within the n ails ; the whole 
was rough, and in many places blocks of solid rock of great height intercepted 
communication. In fine weather the convicts have been constantly employed in 
removing these, and reducing the surface of the parades to a comparative level. 
There is, however, still ample employment in this and other matters for unskilled 
labour, to occupy all available hands for a considerable period. 

I have already in my letter to Mr. Grace called attention to the peculiar de- 
scription of convict at present found in the Irish depots ; I allude to those persons 
confined for offences not involving a degree of moral turpitude so great as to 
preclude amendment, and who of course would afford the best subjects for any 
experiment of reformatory discipline. This is a matter to which I intend to 
devote considerable attention; but at the present I merely wish to point out, in 
confirmation of my views, that out of 608 convicts, 41 5, ’more than two-thirds, 
are under 30 years of age ; and fully one-lialf under 25. This alone is an immense 
advantage ; but when I add, that more than one-third of the entire numbers, 
namely, 227 persons have (during the famine year,) been sentenced for various 
offences connected with sheep, cattle, and food stealing, it opens a still oreater 
prospect of benefit arising from the adoption of some system of transportation, 
which would afford the convict an opportunity of redeeming his character by a 
course of good conduct while undergoing a* long course of penal labour and 
reformatory discipline, combined with a hope that "at its termination he might be 
placed in a situation which would allow of his maintaining himself and his family 
by honest industry. 



CLEMENT JOHNSON, Inspector-General. 



Letter to Mr. Grace, Governor of Convict Depot, Spike Island. 

„ y ° U ale f bout *° ? nd “‘ake a task of no little difficulty, namely, tie manage- 

ment of a large number of prisoners condemned for a high class of offences, without the 
f r 7 1 ” S T* diMipl i? e ‘ 1 wMcl ; are t0 le fomd in prisons constructed 
lenerall^?* "f 1 “ wcl } .*? ““ d J' ou a few notes containing my views 

generally as to the inode of management which I consider it advisable to adopt under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case. It is evident, that where large numbers P 0 f prisoners 
of v ery violent character, and whose natural recklessness is much increased by tbo prospect 
of long confinement and restraint, are collected together, nothing but the most ceaseless 
* strict course of firmness, and eoSSTte 
their unhappy situation, can he expected to maintain discipline amongst men so situated 
dlflll!u Jt Ies of your position are much increased by the necessity under which 

SThitffiXwtb™”^™ 1 ® 1 ”«Y ramb ™ these men in the same room, not only at 
m 0 ht, but durmg their hours of labour and instruction. I will now proceed to detail » 

One°of the verTlJm'tt^ 6 "J'l m0St WOTtiy ° ( 7 °” r attention and consideratbn. 
tl e ot the yer j first matters to which our attention must be directed I take to lie the 
effective lighting of the dormitories. As the prison at Spike iS t not To etiolated 
as a permanent establishment, it has not been deemed expedient to incu^ the^onse of 
erectmg a gasometer; you trill, therefore, arrange in sudA manner, tha”ath 
be supplied with a number of lanterns or lamps, with reflectors siifflpif'rt + n rc-nA^ 
thug within perfectly visible from the outsiL' **%&£%£* lUrelSS 
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each room door an aperture covered with a moveable cap, through which a command of 
the greater part of each room and its inmates can be obtained. 1 consider, however, that 
in addition to this it will be requisite to have in each window a pane of glass, moveable 
upon hinges, through which the officer may obtain a more perfect view ; this might be so 
arranged that the glass should open inwards, while the fastenings were outside, and next 
the iron bars, leaving the control of the aperture entirely within the power of the officer. 
Your arrangements for the duties of your officers at night, will of course be subordinate 
to circumstances ; I consider it might be so contrived, that every quarter of an hour each 
room should pass under the eye of the Inspecting Officer, and that this should be arranged 
in such a way as would leave the prisoners in doubt as to the exact period of time at which 
the examination might take place, while the officer, on his part, should be ignorant of the 
time of the night he may be visited by the Governor, Sub-Governor, or Head Turnkey, so 
that he may keep constantly on the alert. The hours* of duty of the officers should 
not be of sufficient length to fatigue or prevent their being fit for their ordinary duties the 
following day. Should these duties become too severe for the present number of your staff, 

I am satisfied that Government will not object to increase its strength. During the day 
time, the principal object must bo to keep the convicts constantly employed and under 
strict inspection. Exercise within then- yards, making and repairing the prison clothing, 
attending to the instructions of the schoolmaster and his assistants, are obvious modes of 
employment;! but it will also be your duty to put yourself in communication with the 
Officers of Engineers so as to ascertain what works of manual labour connected with the 
fortifications and buildings it may be advantageous and safe to employ the prisoners in 
completing for the public benefit. During these periods of employment the very strictest 
discipline will he necessary; and all verbal communication, .except for the purpose of 
carrying on the works, must bo restrained as much as possible. I am of opinion, both 
from observation and reading, that any attempt to enforce perfect silence amongst bodies 
of prisoners employed together, produces an evil effect. In the first place, as the prisoners 
will attempt to communicate with each other, the number of offences against discipline 
and consequent punishment is aggravated far beyond the proportion of any benefit which 
would possibly be derived from the most complete success. Any communication between 
the prisoners likely to produce evil, can be easily held in check by keeping the prisoners 
as far apart from each other as is consistent with the space in winch they are employed, 
and strictly requiring that any address from one prisoner to another should be made in a 
voice audible to the officer in charge. It is notorious that the desire to communicate with 
each other becomes among prisoners almost unrestrainable where an attempt is made totally 
to prevent it ; while from constant irritation, a spirit of extreme animosi ty is produced between 
the prisoner’s and their’ guardians, which results in a series of charges and countercharges, 
almost incapable of proof, and the investigation of which occupies much valuable time. 
The experiments at the Cold Bath Fields Prison amply prove the whole of the above state- 
ment. During school hours, as many persons must be collected together it is obvious that 
the schoolmaster cannot at the same time instruct and supervise the conduct of the prisoners; 
it will therefore be absolutely necessary that a turnkey should always be in tire apartment, 
otherwise tiro attention of the schoolmaster will be constantly withdrawn from his more 
immediate duty to prevent improper communication between the prisoners. I now 
approach a point which I wish most especially to impress upon your mind — I mean the fact 
that the establishment at Spike Island is penal in its nature, and that, although every 
attention must be paid to the health of the prisoners and to that degree of con fort upon 
which health depends, it is by no means our wish that it should be made a desirable, 
residence, or that the position of the convicts should be on a level with, not to say superior 
to, that of the industrious labourer outside. For tlriB purpose tire labour exacted from 
them must, as far as possible, be continuous and severe. This I consider imperative for 
two reasons: in the first place, constant occupation during the day will be necessary to 
prevent plotting and scheming to escape ; while in the second, as great numbers must ot 
necessity be left together during the night, it is desirable that the prisoners should go to 
bed to sleep, and not to converse or cabal, from which practice the greatest mischief might 
arise. To effect this purpose a certain degree of fatigue is most desirable, and that is most 
easily induced by labour in the open ah-. It is a matter much in your favour, that_ the 
major part of the convicts under your charge, although many are under sentence for crimes 
of a violent and bloody nature, are (at least among the great increase of the last year,) 
chiefly persons guilty of offences against property ; crimes in some few instances committed 
under the pressure of distress, but by still greater numbers perpetrated in the hope that 
their particular offence might escape notice in the vast increase of delinquency brought 
about by the disorganized state of society ; of these it is natural to suppose that the greater 
number have been led into their present situation more from a laxity or perhaps total 
absence of moral principle than by the perversity, _ or as it may be called the educated evil 
principle which is to be found among English criminals. I advert to this more particularly 
because of the absence of the power to punish, at least with severity, which distinguishes 
the prison discipline of Ireland from that of England. The power of the lash does not 

■ * This might be arranged after the manner of watches at sea, where each sailor gets eight hours sleep every 

*+ I hope to be able soon to give you directions for hiring instructors in the several trades which will be neces- 
sary for carrying out these objects, but I cannot at present determine whether we shall be able to engage them 
permanently as Officers of the establishment, or merely for a temporary purpose. This inatter_shull be attended 
to as soon as the buildings preparing for work sheds are roofed in and ready.; 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




16 



TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



exist in tiie Irish gaols, and although my opinion is that it might be useful in many 
instances, and that in cases of juvenile delinquency it is most beneficial, I am inclined to 
think that even among the many daring and desperate men who will be under your charge, 
discipline may be maintained without its use. 1 have observed, both in my short experi- 
ence as Inspector of Prisons, and during long and varied service in the army, that the Irish 
peasant, either as soldier or convict, is above all others accessible to reasoning and 
argument ivhcn once he becomes convinced of the good intentions and kind wishes towards 
himself of the persons in authority over him ; in dealing with them, the first step necessaiy 
is to impress this conviction strongly on their minds, the next, to prove to them that if 
they resist reasoning and admonition they will be punished with inflexible firmness. The 
great prevalence of crime in Ireland of late years lias not proceeded from want of severity 
in the nature of the punishments themselves, but from the utter uncertainty of their inflic- 
tion. It is not our duty to enter into the causes of this uncertainty; but the fact is 
undeniable, that even when arrested for the worst crimes the chances have hitherto been 
vastly in favour of the escape of the delinquent. 1 therefore urge once more upon you 
the paramount necessity of convincing your prisoners that no desire exists to punish as 
long as their conduct is peaceful and submissive, but that every breach of discipline will 
be punished as certainly as it is committed. 

The powers conceded to you, according to those granted by the Lord Lieutenant in 
council to the Governors of the hulks, amount to the infliction of seven days’ solitary con- 
finement upon bread and water: and T am fiillv nnmrmrwl +W 1 ,<- — 



in ms capacity oi magistrate, rare indeed. 1 have liad under consideration for some time 
the subject of communication with friends, either by visitors or letters, and I have come to 
the conclusion that in this matter arrangements should be made to bring all such communi- 
tions as nearly as possible to the condition which would have existed had the prisoner 
been, m the fulfilment of his sentence, transported to the colonies ; this of course at once 
precludes the possibility of admitting visitors*, and I have many reasons for considering this 
a proper arrangement. In the first place, the prisoner is not confined solely and entirely with 
reference either to his own individual reformation or punishment; the far higher consi- 
deration is that of deterring others from following his example. Now, if we look at the 
matter in its true light, it is a fact that the absence of a party consists, to those who stay 
behind, in the cessation of intercourse with him ; and in this way a man may be as effectually 
absent from all bis previous connexions at Spike Island as in Van Diemen's Land The 
Irish peasant is quick m intellect, and will soon perceive that for all practical purposes 
one is as distant as the other, and this impression once established, the fear of transporta- 
tion will become as strong an agent as when it signified inevitable removal beyond sea. In 
the second place, many ot the prisoners will still be sent to the colonies, and we have no 
right to render punishments unequal, which the law meant to be the same, by conferring 
an indulgence upon one party which the accident of location has rendered a physical im- 

EG A??' G’ ” 0t t0 be * be worse off than t,10Se wLo h ave remained at 

home. As foi letters I should recommend that they be allowed as sparingly as possible- 

®f,7 e t° kttle purpose, but to maintain feverish expectations both within andGthout 
the walls of the prison of future combinations for escape. In fact I am perfectly convinced 
that such communications tend essentially to unsettle the minds of the prisoners and 
render them unmanageable. With regard to classification, I fear that this most desirable 
be J a C m7tti.! 3e f 01U ' 0f c , on , 8ldc 1 ra1)le Acuity, ou account of the great numbers which it will 
be a matter of necessity to place together ; still, however, I consider that it will he our duty 
SpS?*, °ti fc “ far ? P°f inle even at a risk. It is true that danger may arise from 
placin^ together great numbers of men whose crimes are of such a nature as to show that 
1 e shedding of blood will form no insuperable obstacle to the execution of any desi^ 
thej may form ; nevertheless the evils of placing persons whose offences are of a less awful 
nature m the same category with those who have been engaged in the co^on Smes 
against life are certain while the danger of separating the classes is conSS and I W 
W C tWrl ed -fi ga ^ by S1 ' e , ater VJ ? lIance and unceasing watchfulness. I consider there- 

baa “S5 

prisoner shall derive no benefit towards' his ultima, e '/ rom *^9 Performance of which, the 
tain number of the officers who are to do dnt y at Spile Sndtok^ tlfZi £££?£ 

* E*«pt in spadd pmvifcd b; tu rult „ ^ ^ ^ 
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it is called, at present in use with tlic best effect in the military prisons. It is severe, but 
wholesome labour, and most appropriate as a punishment, because of the benefit which I 
think will spring from impressing by contrast on the mind of the prisoner the association 
between useful labour and advantage to himself; seeing that from this, which is more 
severe but unproductive, he can derive none. By pursuing this course I have no doubt the 
convicts will soon comprehend, that by insubordination and misconduct, they not only in- 
crease the severity of their labour but absolutely lengthen the period of their imprisonment; 
as every day lost at punishment-labour might be added to the whole term of their confinement. 

I have now little to add, except to request that you will caution your officers, that in the 
service in which they are engaged strict discipline is so absolutely essential that the Inspec- 
tors-General have been compelled to come to a resolution that no offence or breach of rules 
can possibly be overlooked. The officers must not rely upon the usual rule of pardon for 
a first offence, for they cannot be allowed the opportunity of committing a second. The 
consequences which might result from the misconduct of the officers in such an establish- 
ment as that of Spike Island are far too serious to permit of any leniency in dealing with 
them. Drunkenness more especially will be invariably punished with dismissal. As such 
is the fixed rule laid down, it cannot be too early impressed upon the turnkeys and others, 
that there will be no departure from it. With regard to your dealings with the military 
guard, your first duty will be to look to the security of the prison ; your next, when that is 
provided for, to spare them all annoyance and unnecessary trouble in your power. By 
adopting this course, although I have' no doubt of your receiving, under any circumstances, 
all necessary support, you will secure an alacrity and good will upon their part in complying 
with your requisitions, of which you will he the first to experience the advantage. In writing 
you these long and minute instructions, you will bear in mind that I do so not horn enter- 
taining any doubt of your judgment and good will, hut as there may be many instances in 
which a reference to Dublin will be difficult, I think it as well to put you in possession of 
our views as far as possible beforehand. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. Prisons. 

Mi-. Richard Grace, 

Governor of the Convict Depot, 

Spike Island. 



Smithfield Convict Depot. 

Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody on the 1st January, 1847, the Number 
committed, and how disposed of, for one year ending 31st December, 1847. 



1st January, 1847 



—In custody, 
Committed, 



Transported, . 

Died, 

Removed to gaols, 

„ Kilmaiuhain Convict Depot, 

„ Richmond Convict Depot, 

„ Spike Island Convict Depot, 

Sentences commuted, . . 

1st January, 1848 — Remain in custody, . 



227 

10 

10 

10 

158 

6 

995 



G54 



CltlMKS IN CONFORMITY WITH GAOLER,’ 



Appearing in arms, 

Assault, malicious, 

Assault with intent to murder, 
Assault and robbery, 
Assaulting a dwelling, 
Attacking bouse and firing at, 
Burglary, 

Burglary and felony, . 
Burglary and cow stealiu; 
Bigamy, 

Coining, 

Cattle stealing, 

Cutting andwounding persons, 
Embezzlement, goods, . 

„ money, . 

Forgery, .... 
Forged notes in possession, . 
Felony of money letters from 
Post Office, . 

Fraud, obtaining money by 
false pretences, . 

Fraud, obtaining goods, 



liFraudnlent enlistment, . 



Felonies, 

Highway robbery, 

House robbery, 

Horse stealing, 

Having in possession a stolen 
cow and sheep, . 
Implements for coining, 
(Killing cattle, 
sheep, 
jLarceiiy, 

from house, 
from shop, 
from person, 

Murder, 

Manslaughter, 

Oaths, administered unlawfully 

Perjury, 

Pig stealing 
Rape, . 

Robbery, 

1 Robbery of arms. 



Returns. 

llRobbing Roman Oath, chapel. 

27 Receiving stolen goods, 

• Stealing from house, and put- 
‘ng in fear, 

Sheep stealing, 

Stealing asses, 

Threatening notice, 
Threatening letters, 

Violation of air infant, 
Vagrant, 



1 

1 

1 

533 



MILITARY. 

|Desertion,and making away 
3| with necessaries, (fee., . 15 
3 Violence to superiors, and 
general bad conduct, . 10 '' 
1 [Shooting at, . . .2 

Mutiny, - " . . . 2 

— 20 



Total, 



5G2 



Highest number confined at one time, 290.. 
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Periods of Sentences of Prisoners committed. 



Seven years, 

Ten years. 
Fourteen years, 
Fifteen years, . 



. 312 
. 140 
. 32 
. 34 



Seventeen years, 
Life, . . 



1 

43 



Ages. 



10 years and under 14, 



14 


16, . 


. 6 


16 


20, . 


. 74 


20 


30, . 


. 283 


30 


40, . 


. 97 


40 


50, . 


. 72 



50 years and under 60, 
60 „ 70, 

70 years and upwards, 

Total, 



Return of Manufactures and Prisoners’ Labour for the year ending 31st Dec., 1847. 
Cost of Materials. 

£ s. d. 

For cocoa fibre.l , , n , n , 

twine, yarn, to/ 116 0 X ' 



leather find- 1 31 13 J 
mgs, &c. J j 



01oth J _a.read,j 119 , 6 I 



Timber, nails, ) . . „ 

•Sic. } S 2 / 



Worsted yam, 2 14 11 



Twine, &c., . 1 S li- 



en. 

MAT-MAKING. ; 

Mats and cocoa fibre sold for cash, . 

32 cocoa fibre mattresses for use of 
Spike Island, Richmond, Kilmain- 
liani, and Smithfield Convict De- 
pots, weight 805 lbs., at 6rf. .20 2 6 

1 mat prison use, Smithfield, . . 0 S 6| 

SHOEMAKING. 

Making 120 pairs shoes for Spike 
Island Convict Depot, . . 27 0 

Making 58 pairs ditto to prisoners 
embarked on board II. M. ship 

Medway, 13 1 

20 pairs do. prison use, Smithfield, 4 10 

Repairing 387 pairs do. prison use, 

, Smith field, Kilinainliaiu, and Spike 
' Island Depots, . . . . 34 0 

| 41b. leather sold, .... 

! _ _ TAILORING. 

Making 32 jackets on prisoners em- 
barked on board H.M.S. Medway, 

at 7s., 114 

Making 55 trowsers on ditto, at 6s., 16 10 

Making 59 jackets to Spike Island 

., D , e P ot ’„. 20 13 

Making 29b trowsers to ditto, . 89 8 
Making 41 ditto, prison use, Smith- 
field Depot, . . . 12 g 

Repairing 323 suits prison clothes 
for Smithfield, Kilmainham, and 
Spike Island Depots, . . .81 

PICKING OAKUM, WOOL, AND 
COCOA FIBRE. 

Picking 316 stone oakum, . .55 

j, 37 stone wool, . . 113 

„ 6 stone cocoa fibre, . 0 4 



£ s. d. 
141 10 2 



20 11 0 



ass 



£279 10 



CARPENTRY. 

Making a band cart for conveying 
mats to shopkeepers, and sundry 
articles of work to prisoners in 
Richmond and Kilmainham, . 3 0 0 

Making 5 bread trays for use of prison, 0 12 6 
Making closet in front bouse of prison, 4 0 0 

Sundry repairs and alterations prison 
use, as per book, . . . 12 5 



. KNITTING. 

0 pairs worsted socks, prison use, 
Smithfield, . 

306 pairs worsted socks repaired’ 
prison use, Smithfield, 



3 10 0 
3 16 6 



net-making. 
210 nets, prison use, 



Carried over, 



19 17 10 



7 6 
3 10 



1287 19 4|148 17 2 
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Bro 1 . forward, 279 10 6 i 



Tin, solder, &c., 10 13 2 



Total amount | oqq 3 gl. 

expended, J *' 8 

By balance, beings 

fe‘r“SS|213 6 Si 

labour, J 



r Amount brought forward, 

TIN WORK. 

Making 83i dozen tin spoons for 
Spike Island Convict Depot, . 2 1 

Making II -5 do. do. Kilmainham, . 0 5 

„ 44 do. do. ] for UN Of convicts 1 2 

tic a. quart, b „S b 5 “* 1 , 8 13 

„ lUO tm plates J Medway, at "AL, 1 13 
„ 50 tin quarts, Grangegormau 

Female Depot, at id., . . .016 

„ 250 tin quarts 1 “ 3 ® ° f „ 4 3 

„ 3S to. tin spoons ““ 0 19 

L „ 4 tin cases J Depot, 0 4 

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT. 

1,123 prisoners repairing yards, 

— cleaning sewers, painting, etc., at 
. 10cZ., 



£ s. rf.l £ s. d. £ s. d. 

287 19 4148 17 2 



Articles delivered for prison use, 
and work done, .... 354 13 0.354 13 0 14S 17 2 
Prison articles sold for cash, . . 148 17 2 



A Report of Smitlifield Male Convict School, for the year ending 31st December, 1847. 

The total number in attendance at school during the first five months of the year 1847 was 37 
boys, whose daily average number in attendance was 27. 

The strengthening and improving of the prison during the above-mentioned period of five months 
precluded tho attendance of adult convicts at school. 

The total number of convicts in attendance at school from 1st June, 1847, till the 31st December, 
was 366, whose average number in daily attendance was 94. 

The sum of the above items will give a total number of 403 convicts in attendance for the whole 
year of 1847. 

There were 154 convicts attending school during a period so very short from tho date of their 
committal till they were embarked, that no observable progress could be expected from them. 

Distribution of the above 403 convicts into classes according to their respective acquirements when 
committed to Southfield Prison, with a classified statement of their progress till their departure or 
close of the year 1847. 

Scale of Classification and Proficiency. 



ACQIimEMKNTS WHEN COMMITTED. 










Proficiency. 










No. in 


Advanced] 


Advanced 


Advanced! 


Advanced I 


Advanced 
to simple 


Advanced 


general 




Classes. 




Spoiling. | 


Heading. 1 


ad vanned 
Reading. 


Reading. 


Aritli- 


Rules of 




r»s™. 


1 Began in tbe alphabet, 


67 


12 


10 


10 


20 


_ 


_ 


_ 


15 


2 .Began in early spelling, 


113 


- 


20 


20 


15 


11 


- ■ 


- 


47 


3 Began in early reading, . 1 


97 


— 


— 


— 


20 


14 


— 


— 


63 


4 Began in advanced reading, 


38 


- 


- 


- 


- 


— 


24 


- 


14 


5 Began writing and tbe sim- 
ple rules of arithmetic, . 


63 






. 


_ 


_ 


52 


_ 


11 


6 Began tbe rule of three, 


25 


- 




" 




~ 


" | 


21 


4 


Totals, . 


403 


12 


30 


30 


55 


25 


76 ! 


21 


154 



Expense of Medicine, Hospital Sustenance, &c., £73 3s. lOirf. 
The following cases were admitted into Hospital : — 
Abdominal Abscess, . . 1 1 Dysentery, with Fever, . 34 1 Herpes, 

Acute Bronchitis, . . 10 Dysentery, acute, . . . 41 Venereal, with PL 

Phthisis, .... 7 Typhus Fever, . . . 37 Necrosis of leg, 



Acute Bronchitis, 
Phthisis, 
Pneumonia, . 
Empyema, . 
Febrile Catarrh, 
Epidemic do., 



. 15 Continued Fever, 
. 2 Itch, ulcerated, 

. 40 Itch, common, 

. 10 



Cases treated in their cells of scrofula, sore legs, 



. 34 Herpes, ... .1 

. 41 Venereal, with Phagedama, . 2 
. 37 Necrosis of leg, . . .7 

. 10 Necrosis of arm, . . .1 

. 40 

. 32 2S0 



attacks, ophthalmic affections, rheumatism, &c,, were about 



diarrhoea, wounds, common colds, slight febrile 



100 in number. 
280 
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While forwarding this report-, I beg to record my best thanks to the governor, Mr. Lamb, for the 
able assistance he has given me by his close attention to the cleanliness and ventilation of my Hos- 
pital, as also for the readiness he evinced on all occasions in having my wishes and suggestions 
accomplished regarding the sick, and the prevention of disease. The trifling mortality that it pleased 
God should have occurred in the fearful fever and dysentery that raged in the prison through the year, 
is attributable to a considerable extent (at least so far as we can attribute to human interference,) to 
the conduct of this excellent officer, and also to his deputy, Mr. Good. 

I beg to recommend my Hospital man, Fairly, for the commendation of the Inspectors-General ; he 
is a good and efficient servant ; and also a convict of the name of Wilson, that has been engaged by 
me in the service of the sick ; he lias acted as an hospital assistant to my hospital man, and has been 
particularly attentive, well behaved, and most useful. 

Francis Rvnd, a.m., f.r.c.s.i., &c., Sic., 

Medical Superintendent of Convicts, Smithfield Depot. 

The sick report of this Depot would not have included so many cases of disease (particularly of 
Typhus Fever), had it not been that cases of fever were sent me from the County Gaols, but they have 
been so crowded that perhaps it was more safe for the medical gentlemen attached to those institutions 
to have sent them up here. I have not any doubt they acted for the best. F.R. 



Richmond Convict Depot. 

Statement of the Number of Convicts Committed, and how Disposed of since the com- 
mencement, 5th May, 1S47, till 31st December, 1847. 

Committed, ........ 

Transported, ..... 

Died, . ..... 

Removed to County Gaol, . 

Removed to Convict Depot, Kilmainham, 

Removed to Richmond District Lunatic Asylum, 

Removed to Spike Island Convict Depot, . 

1st January, 1848, Remain in Custody, 237 327 

Crimes in comformity with Gaoler’s Returns. 



154 

9 

3 

7 

1 

11(1 

237- 



Appcariug in arms, 

Assault, malicious, 

Assa ult, wi th i ntent to murder, 
Assault and robbery, 
Assaulting dwelling, 
Attacking houses and firing at, 
Burglar}', . 

Cattle stealing, . 

Cutting and wounding per- 

Fclony of money from Post 
Office letters, . 

Fraud, obtaining goods under 
false pretences, 

Felonies, . 

Highway robbery, 

House robbery, . 

Horse stealing, . 

Having in possession stolen 
cattle, . 



Having in possessio 
goods, . 

Killing cattle, 

,, sheep. 

Larceny, . 

„ from house, 

„ from shop, 

„ from person 

Murder, 

Manslaughter, . 

Oaths, administering unlaw- 
fully, . . 

Perjury, . 

Pig stealing, 

Prnpe, 

Robbery, . 

Robbery of arms, 

Receiving stolen goods, 

„ „ cattle. 

Sheep stealing, 



Seven years, . 
Ten years. 
Fourteen years. 



Highest number confined at o 

Periods of Sentences of Prisoners committed. 



Stealing from house and 
putting in fear. 

Stealing asses, . 

Serving threatening notice, 
Publishing and circulating 
ditto, .... 
Vagrancy, 



Military. 

Desertion and making 
away with necessa- 
ries, 

Violence to superiors, 
and general bad con- 
duct, 



21 



1 

14 

SG 



! 

! Agos. 



Fifteen years. 
Life, . 



42 

40 



10 years and under 14, 

14 1G, 

1G ., 20, 

20 30, 

30 „ 40, 

Return of Manufactures and Prisoners' Labour for the 

Cost of Materials. 



40 years and mulcr 50, 
50 „ 60 , 
„ 70, 

70 years and upwards. 



Leather find- ) 
ings, &c. J 



Carried over, £22 17 8 



— 527 

year ending 31st Dec., 1847. 



Cis. 



SHOEMAKING. 
Making 58 pairs shoes for Spike 
Island Convict Depot, at 4s. Gel., . 
Making 15 pairs for convicts sent 
, to Spike Island, at 4s. 6(7, . 
Making 25 pairs for convicts i 
board Medway, . 

Repairing 2G8 pairs, prison use, at 
Is. 6(7, . 

Work sold to officers for cash', 



Carried over, 









1 Articles for 


I Sold for 












Cash. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ S. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


13 


1 


0 








3 


7 


6 








5 


12 


G 








20 


2 


0 


42 3 


0 


3 19 9 














.£ 


42 3 


0 


3 19~9 
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Goth, thread, 1 
&c. f 



Amount brought forward, 



d. I .£ s. o'. I £ s. d. 

I 42 3 0 3 19 9 



Making 150 pail’s trowsers, sent to 
Spiko Island Convict Depot, at Gs., 45 0 0 
Making 26 jackets for ditto, at 7s., 9 2 0 

Making 16 suits for convicts sent on 
board Medway, at 13s., . . 10 8 0 

Repairing 252 suits for prison use, 
at Is. M., . . . . . 18 18 0 



Timber, nails, I ^ jj 
canvass. &c. j 



f Making 2 tables for prison use, at 15s., 1 ' 
Making 1 chest and 1 tray for chapel, 
at 10s., ..... 1 

L J Making 2 boxes, sold for cash , at 3s. Gd., 

‘ 1 Re-making 23 stretchers, at Is., . 1 

Sundry repairs of forms, tables, 
shelves, and wooden houses, for 
L prison use, . . . . .11 



Lampblack, 1 
oil, and lime > 
stones, &c. J 



Total amount ) 10g 17 4; , 
exnenuea. t 



tho profit or sav- !in 10 oj. 
ing on prisoners j - 

labour, J 



, a f (8 pairs stockings, prison use, at Is., 0 
( Repairing 260 do. do., at 3d., 3 



NET-MAKING. 

Making 264 nets for prison usc,at4r?., 
WIIITE-W ASHING, PAINTING, 
STONE-BREAKING, ifrc. 

1,468 men white- washing, painting, 
stone-breaking, & repairing yards, 
cleaning sewers, &c. &c., the prison 
being in a bad state when opened 
for convicts, at Is. id., 

Articles delivered for prison use, 
and work done, . . • • - 

Prison articles sold for cash, . 



Education. 

State of Instruction and Distribution of Convicts in Richmond Depot from 10th July, 1847, 
to 31st December, 1847. 



i 

l 

G 


State of Instruction on Committal. 


No ’ jj* Early 


Earlr 

Reading. 


Reading. 


IVntm*. 


Rules of 
Aritli- 


pound 
Rules of 
Arith- 


No 

progress. 


1 


Did not know the alphabet, 


205 70 


40 


30 




_ 


_ 


65 


2 


Began early spelling, 


40 


30 


10 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


Began early reading, 


186 


— 


140 


26 




- 


— 


4 


Began advanced reading, . 


71 


- 


- 


41 


20 


10 


- 


5 


Began simple rules arithmetic, . 


13 


- 


- 


— 


- 


10 


3 


6 


Began compound ditto, 


12 


- 


- 






- 






Totals, . 


527 70 


70 


ISO 


67 


40 


20 


SO 



Abscess, .... 2 Catarrh, epidemic, . . 15 Febris, 

Ascites, .... 1 „ C. Epileps}', . 1 „ Typhus, 

Amaurosis, ... 1 Debilitas, ... 1 „ Typhoid, 

Apoplexy, ... 1 Dysenteria, . . .14 Fistula, - 

Anasarca, ... 2 „ Cum Febre, . 13 Gastrodynia, . 

Asthenia Fictitia, 1 „ Chronica, . . 2 Hemicrania, . 

Bursal Inflammation, . 2 „ with diseased Pylorus, 1 Hemorrhoids, . 

Bronchitis, ... 4 „ Radiora, . . 2 Hernia, . 

Choleta, . ' . .1 Diarrhoea Torminosa, . 6 Itch, 

Cynancha Tonsillaris, . 2 „ Chronica, . . 1 Icterus, . 

Cephaloa Chronica, . . 1 Dysenteria C. Phthisis, . 1 Impetigo, 

Conjunctivitis Chronica, . 1 Dyspnea C. Tussi, . . 3 Morbus Cordis, 

„ acute, . 1 Dyspepsia, ... 1 Neuralgia, 

Catarrh, simple, . . 3 Ephemera, ... 2 Ophthalmia, 

„ febrile, . . 10 Furunculi and Scabies, . 3 (Edema, . 



11 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

68 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 
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Porrigo Persistans, 
Phthisis, . 

Pneumonia^ 

Phlegmon Axilly, 
Peritonitis, 

Psoriasis Diffusa, 
Palpitation, with Dyspnea, 
Raucedo Trachealis, 



Diseases — continued. 
Raucedo, . 

Rupia, 

Stricture, 

Scrofula, . 

Scrofulous Ulceration, 
Syphilis, . 

Stomatitis Gangrenosa, 
Sycoris Menti, . 



Synoritis, 

Testitis Chronica, 
Tussis, . 

,, Fernia, . 
Ulcers, . 
Vomitus, . 
Yomiturilio, 



Trivial complaints, not requiring to be removed to Hospital, and cases of } 
colds, influenza, &c., that could not be accommodated in Hospital, 



Intern, . 
Extern, 



Total, 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1C 

1 



. 264 
. 398 

. 662 



Expense of medicine, hospital sustenance, &c., for the year since 5th May, £189 13s. 3d. 

[J cannot account for the great prevalence of disease in this prison above that which exists in 
Smithflcld. The medical attendance is the same as that at the City prisons; and there is every 
reason to believe that every attention is paid to the prisoners; but many persons have been sent up 
in a very feeble state from the County gaols, and the cells at Richmond are certainly smaller than 
those at Smitlifield C. J., I. G.\ 

Kjlmainham Convict Depot. 

A Return of Convicts committed from the 23rd April, 1847, to the 31st December, 1847, 
and how disposed of. 

Died, 3 



Embarked, 

Sent to Spike Island, , 
Sent to other Depots, . 
Sent to County Gaol, . 



44 

16 

1 



In custody 31st December, 1847, 
Total committed, . . 



Appearing armed, 
Assaulting habitation, 
Assault and robbery,' 
Assault, malicious, 
Bigamy, 

Burglary and robbery, 
Cattle stealing, . 
Embezzlement, . 
Felony, 

Forgery, . 



Seven years, 

Ten years, 

Fourteen years, . 
Fifteen years, . 

10 years and under 14, 
14 ' 16, 
20 , 
30, 

, 40, 



Crimes. 

Highway robbery, 

Housebreaking and robbery 
Larceny, 

Larceny from person, . 
x Manslaughter, 

36 Murder, 

42 Conspiracy to murder, . 

1 Receiving stolen goods, 

16 Robbery, 

2 Robbery of aims, . . _ ( 

Highest number confined at one time, 97. 

Periods of Sentences of Prisoners committed. 



9 | Sending threatening letters, 
2 I Sheep stealing, . 

*6 



213 



3 j Desertion, 
2 ] Mutiny, 

6 I 



Total, 



. 222 



. 134 



Ages. 



16 



33 

ns 



Twenty years, 

Life, .... 

Total, . 

40 years and under 50, 
50 „ GO 

60 

70 and upwards, 



2 

17 



70, 



15 

4 



State of Education on Committal. 
Could read and write, ... 

„ Read only, 

„ Neither read or write, ..... 



- 222 



49 

94 



Diseases. 
2: Excoriation, 

4lFehris, 

8 1 „ Typh 



Abscess, 

Ascites, 

Boils, 

Catarrh Feb. 

„ Simplex, 
j, Epidemic, 
Diarrhoea-, . 
Dysenteria, 
Debilitas, . 
Eruption. 



10 Epilepsy, 
6|Tritis, 

8: Hemorrhoids, 
37 \ Morbis Cordis, 

4 (Edema, 

3 ! Peritonitis, 

5 Phthisis, 



1! Pulmonary affections, 
25 1 Pain in Ear, 

13 j Rheumatism, 

1 1 Rheumatic Gout, ' 

3. Syphilis, . 

1 ! Wounds of Head, 

5 Ulcers, . ! 



13 



198 



— ; ■ o -inmisis, . . .4' 

lull, toothache, colds, *c. fe, and other minor diseases not retiring admittance into hospital. 
Expense of medicine, hospital sustenance, &c„ for the year since 2Srd April, £63 ifo 
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SUMMARY. 



Total Number of Convicts committed to Dublin Depots, bow disposed of, &c., for tbeyear 
ending 31st December, 1847. 



In custody 1st January, 1847, 
Committed, 

Transported, ..... 

Died, ...... 

Removed to Gaols, &e., . 

Removed to Spike Island Convict Depot, 
Sentences commuted, 

Removed to Lunatic Asylum, . 

In custody 1st January, 1848, 



92 

1,311 

1,403 

455 

22 

51 

318 

10 

1 

546 

1,403 



Periods of Sentences of Prisoners committed. 



Seven years. 




. 713 


Seventeen years, 




1 


Ten years, . 




. 351 


Twenty years, . 




2 


Fourteen years, 




61 


Life, 




. 100 


Fifteen years, . 




S3 






1,311 






Ages. 






10 years and under 14, 


. 5 


40 years and under 50, 


. 124 


14 


16, 


22 


50 


60, . 


35 


16 


20, 


.' 193 


60 


70, . 


14 


20 


30, 


. 679 


70 and upwards, 




2 


30 


40, 


. 237 




1,311 



Dietary foi* Male Convicts in Dublin Depots. 

Breakfast. — For one prisoner, every morning, 34 ozs. rice and 3| ozs. oatmeal, (to make one quart 
stirabout,) with £- pint new milk. 

Dinner. — For one prisoner, every day, except Sunday, 1 lb. household bread, and | pint new milk. — 
Sunday, f lb. household bread, 1 lb. beef, 4 oz. rice and 1 oz. vegetables, (to make one 
pint of soup in the liquor in which the beef was boiled.) 

Suffer. — For one person, every evening, \ lb. household bread and A pint of new milk. 

As directed by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to commence 1st April, 1847, 

Clement Johnson, 1 Inspectors-Gmeml 
Edward Cottingham, J of Prisons. 



Expense of Diet for Oue Convict in Dublin Depots, according to the present Contract, 
31st December, 1S47. 

d. S. (I. 

538 
35141 
25445 

1 OillS 

Dinner, ( C lbs. household bread, at llld, per lb., . . . 105 

6 days. ( 4|- pints new milk, at 9 d. per gallon, .... 5* 
f £ lb. household bread, at liM per lb., .... lH 

1 day, J 1 lb. beef, at 3 per lb., 3iVz 

Sunday. | £ oz. rice, at 22s. per cwt., ...... 0a% 

1 1 oz. vegetables, at 2d. per lb., ..... 04 

1 SHI 

Supper, J 34 lbs. household bread, at 113d. per lb., . . . 558 

7 days. ( 34 pints new milk, at 9d. per gallon, .... 513 

0 955 



Breakfast, 
7 days. 



{i 



54 pints new milk, at 9 d. per gallon, 
244 ozs. rice, at 22s. per cwt., 

144 ozs. oatmeal, at 18s. per cwt- . 



/ One week, . 

One day, . 
( One year, . 



3 m 

£ s. d, 
0 3 651 

0 0 6iVir 

9 5 3355 



Establishment of Officers at Smitlifield Convict Depot. 



1 Governor 
1 Deputy-Governor, master of 
works, and storekeeper 
3 Chaplains 

1 Medical superintendent 



1 Apothecary 
1 Clerk 
9 First class turnkeys 
6 Second class ditto 
1 Schoolmaster 



1 Cook and fireman 
1 Hospital attendant 
1 Watchman 
1 I 
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1 Governor 
1 Deputy-Governor 
1 Physician 

The above Officers are a! 
1 Master of works ami eler 
6 First class turnkeys 



Richmond Convict Depot. 

I 1 Surgeon 1 1 Gate porter 

I 1 Protestant chaplain j 1 Cook 

| 1 Presbyterian ditto 1 1 Hospital attendant, 

n the Establishment of the City Bridewell, to which the Depot is attached, 
j 6 Second class turnkeys I 1 Watchman 

j 1 Schoolmaster I 1 Messenger. 



1 Governor 

1 Deputy, acting clerk, ; 

keeper 
3 Chaplains 



Kilmainham Convict Depot, 
i 1 Surgeon j 2 First class turnkeys 

nd store- l Hospital attendant ■ 2 Second class ditto 

1 Gate porter j 1 Turnkey schoolmaster. 

Tli.- fiiivsohis 8 Officers are on t!ie County Staff.; 



Spike Island Male Convict Depot. 

First Occupation by Convicts, October the 9th, 1847. 

State of this Depot, on March 1, 1848. — Total Number confined, 608. 
Crimes. 



Manslaughter, 






Sending threatening letters 


4 j Coining, 


. 1 


Assault, malicious, 




17 


Compelling to quit, 


4 Having forged notes in 


pos- 


Assault, 




12 


Horse stealing, . 


. 17 


session, . 


. 1 


Burglary, . 




42 


Cattle stealing, . 


. 85 


Larceny, . 


. 158 


Robbery. . 




27 


Sheep stealing, . 


. 104 


Picking pockets, 


. 3 


Attack of dwelling lious 


os, . 


6: Pig stealing. 


. G 


Robbery of provisions. 


. 15 


Robbery of arms, 




4 Embezzlement, . 


. 2 


Unlawful assembly, 


. 1 


Appearing armed, 




3 


Fraud, 


2 


Felonies not specified, . 


. 49 


Arson, 




3 


Receiving stolen goods, 


! 7 


Vagrancy, . 


. 4 


Highway robbery, 




15 


Maiming and killing cattle 


. 5 







Perjury,' . 




4; Post Ortice frauds, 


2 




G08 


Bigamy, 




1 














Ages. 








Under 15 years, 






. . S | 40 years and under 45, . 


28 


15 years and under 20, . 




. 130 45 




50, . 


16 


20 


25, . 




. 160 50 




55, . 


17 


25 


30, . 




. 117 55 




60, . 


11 


30 


35. . 




. . G6 Over 


GO years, . ... 


11 


35 


40. . 




. 44 j 






608 








Occupation of Convicts. 






Tailors 






Cooking 




Cleaving and levelling 


■'•round 


Shoemakers 






Knitting 




making roads, yards. 


break in o' 


Carpenters 






Mat making 




stonos,audother out-door lnbmir 


Tin smiths 






Picking oakum 




within the fort. 




Painting and glazing 






Pumping water 




Sick. 




Baking 






Sweeping, cleaning prison, 


uid 


None unenmlovpd. 


Laundry 






lime washing 









School Instruction. 

Building intended for School-room not yet finished, and has remained quite useless for its purpose, 
structifiu has therefore been carried on iri the wnrrl«i. 



Instruction has therefore been carried ou in the wards. 

Daily average number of pupils from 12th November, 1847, 
Total number on School registry, .... 

1st Class, — Alphabet, spelling, reading, 

— Reading, writing, arithmetic, . 

— Same, with grammar, geograpli 3 r , Ac., 



2nd 

3rd 



166 

137 

109 



102 

412 



412 



Local Inspector 
Governor 
Deputy-Governor 
Protestant chaplain 
Roman Gath, chaplain (rc 



Establishment for 600 Prisoners. 

, Head turnkey j Eight first class turnkeys 

^ \ (Sixteen second class ditto 

I bcuoolmaster j Baker 

I Assistant ditto j Assistant ditto 

ident) j Gate porter Cook 



Medical attendant (resident) | Hospital attendant j Lamp and fireman. 

Additional Staff for 200 Convicts. 

Eight second class turnkeys | One assistant cook and fireman. 

Accommodation. 

1 1 Rooms on ground floor, each 48 ft. by IS ft. I Cooking kitchen 

1 1 Rooms on upper floor, 40 ft. by IS ft. j Bakehouse 

1 0 Airing yards, with privies and washing troughs ! Flour, meal, and rice store 

1 fetSoif hot " d “ >1J TOter 

1 Punishment cells ! Cod and straw stores. 
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Dispensary 

Hospital attendants’ apartment and yard 
1 Ward for clironic cases 
1 Ditto for acute ditto 

Daily average number in hospital, 
Deaths from 10th October, 1847, 
March 1, 1848. 



Hospital. 

1 Ward for convalescent cases 
3 Yards, privies, &c. 

36 Beds 
1 Bath 

. 16 
. 9 

Richard Grace, Governor. 



Accommodation for 200 Additional Convicts. 



7 Rooms on ground floor, each 5 4 feet by 20 feet. 

3 Airing yards, with washing troughs, privies, and sheds. 

1 Large yard in front, extending the whole length of the building. 



Statement of Baking Account for Three Months, ended 31st December, 1847. 



Dr. £ s. d. 

98 Sacks 2nd flour, at 42s. 6d. . 208 5 0 

89 Sacks whole meal, at 34s. 6d. . 153 10 6 

166 Buckets barm, at Is. Gd. . . 12 9 0 

Lard, 2 14 1 

Salt, . • • • • . 0 12 0 

Goals, . . • • ■ .400 

Salaries, — Two bakers, at £32 and 

£28 per annum, . . . .19 5 9 



£400 16 4 



Or. £ s. d. 

By flour remaining in store, 2 sacks, 

at 42s. Gd. . . . .450 

„ Whole meal remaining in store, 11 

sacks, at 34s. Gd. . . . 18 19 6 

„ Barm, 10 buckets, at Is Gd. . 0 15 0 

„ Breadfor prison issued, 56,380 lbs. 

„ „ . in store, 2,580 lbs. 

5S,960 lbs. 

or 14,740 quarters, at G\d. 383 17 1 

„ Household bread for officers and 
hospital : — Issued, 6,450 lbs. 

In store, 381 lbs. 

6,831 lbs. 

or 1,707^ quarters, at 7\d~ 51 11 9 

£459 8 4 



Scale and Expense of Diet for One Week. 
Week-Days. 



Break east, - 


Oatmeal, 1314 lbs. at 14s. 1 
Rice, 13l|- lbs. at 21s. V or 1 
Milk, 450 pints, at l^d. ) 


id. each, . 






£4 


17 


2 


Dinner, . 


Milk, 600 pints, at lid. 1 

Bread, 600 lbs., at 5£d. per 4 lbs., J 


or 2 id. each, 






. 6 


5 


0 


. , f Milk, 300 pints, ) . , . , 

' 1 BroJl, 300 L., |«***"*- 








. 3 


11 


10| 












£14 


14 


0 i 




Sundays. 














Cocoa, 25 lbs. at Gd. per lb., 


. £0 12 


c 








9 


Breakfast, 


Sugar, 25 lbs. at 38s. per cwt., 


. 0 8 


6 r 


or 1 lid. each, 


£4 






Bread, 600 lbs., 


. 3 8 


9 ) 












Beef, 430 lbs., at 4irf. . 

Vegetables, 600 oz., at 6s. per cwt 
Bread, 450 lbs., 


. 8 S 


9 1 










Dinner, . 


. 0 2 

. 2 11 


Of! 

4j 


or 4 bd. each, 


11 


4 


8* 




Oatmeal, 300 oz., 


. 0 2 










Supper, . 


Bread, 300 lbs., 






or li’jd. each, 


1 


14 


4£ 












£17 


8 


10 










Average, 


£15 


1 


104 




Week-days, 6 at £14 14s. Obd. 






.£88 A 3 










Sunday, .... 






. 17 8 10 












Week, 


£105 13 1 


* 7d. 


each. 



CLEMENT JOHNSON, 

Inspector-General. 



D 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, No. 1. 



FORM OF REPORT MADE TO GRAND JURIES. 



County of Gaol. 

REPORT of the Inspector-General, made ou his Inspection of the Gaol prior to 
1st February, 184 . 

7th Geo. IV., Chap. 74, Sect. 55. 

ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV., CHAP. 7i J HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 



Sect. 

2. Grand Jury to appoint a Board of Superintendence, 
of not less than eight ana not more than twelve persons, one- 
half of whom to be Justices of the Peace, three of whom (one 
being a Justice of the Peace,) to form a quorum. Grand Jury 
empowered to present to the Board of Superintendence the 
moneys to be raised under this Act, and to advance any 
reasonable sums to defray the expenses of the Gaol. 

3. Powers of Board of Superintendence to visit all Gaols, 
to examine into their state, and into the conduct of the Officers. 

4. The Board to make By-laws for the Gaol, to be carried 
into effect by the Local Inspector, and to be binding upon all 
Magistrates and upon Sheriffs. 

5. Limits and defines the powers of Justices of the Peace, 
not being members of the Board of Superintendence ; abuses 
to be reported by them to the Board. 

6. Accommodation of a County Gaol. Males and females 
to be completely separated. 

Class 1. Debtors and contempts on civil process. 

2. Felons convicted. 

3. Misdemeanants ditto. 

4. Felons untried. 

5. Misdemeanants ditto, and want of Sureties. j 
Queen’s Evidence. 

1 Separate Infirmaries for two sexes. 

Baths or bathing-tubs in places best adapted for the use of ' 
the different classes. 

Separate common halls, yards, and privies for the different 
classes, with a supply of good water. 

6. Separate cells for Prisoners, and some cells to be pro- 
vided with three beds or more. 

Two male Prisoners only, never to be lodged together. 

Rooms for labour and industry. 

Cells for solitary confinement. 

One or more chapels, with separate divisions for males and 
females, and for different classes. 

57. Gaolers to transmit yearly returns according to the 
Schedule (E). 

D 2 
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ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV., CHAP. 74. HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 

59. Inspectors-General empowered to examine persons on 
oath respecting the discipline of Gaols, and to report to the 
Lord Lieutenant, &c. 

62. Book of observations and visits of Officers to be kept 
in the Gaol. 

65 & 66. Duties of Local Inspector, &c. 

67. Returns to be made by Clerks of the Peace and Crown 
to the Local Inspector, and annual returns of that Officer to 
the Inspectors-General. 

68. Grand Jury to appoint a Chaplain of the Established 
Church, and, if required by the Court, a Protestant Dissent- 
ing minister, and a clergyman of the Roman Catholic 
Church, as Chaplains to the Gaol, to be approved by the 
Court of Assize, and preference to be given to parochial 
clergy. 

69. Duty of Chaplains : 

To read prayers on Sunday. 

To. visit the Prison twice in every week, and to 
exhort every Prisoner. 

To attend malefactors condemned to death. 



To inspect provisions by alternate weeks on the 
days appointed. 

To keep a journal, to be produced when required 
to the Board of Superintendence. 

70 & 71. Regulates salaries of Chaplains, which are to be 
equal in amount. 

72. Regulates the qualifications and appointment of Phy- 
sician or Surgeon. 

To visit each Prison twice in every week, or oftener if 
necessary. 

To keep a journal, &c. 

Sustenance ordered by Physician to be procured under 
order of the Board of Superintendence. 

72 & 74. Apothecaries to supply medicines and other 
articles necessary for the sick. 

No Apothecary providing medicines shall be Physician 
or Surgeon to the Gaol.} 

76. Regulates presentments for fuel. Prison dresses, and 
beds, &c. 

Money presented for these purposes to be paid to Con- 
tractors. 

78. Articles of bedding and Prison dresses. 

79. Contractors to account on oath. 

SO. Contracts to be made with the Clerk of the Peace. 

81. Penalty on Grand Juror or Inspector being concerned 
in contracts. 

82. Poor Prisoners not to receive any provisions in addi- 
tion to the allowance of the Gaol. 

83. Debtors confined for a sum under 102. to receive an 

allowance from their creditors of 2 s. 6d. per week by order 
of the Court. ’ J 



84. Inspectors-General to prepare Dietary Tables to be 
approved by the Court of Queen’s Bench, to be hung uo in 
a conspicuous part of a common hall. 6 r 



85. Form of Dietary Account, Schedule (A). 
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ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV., CHAP. 74. 



HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 



Sect. 

87. Inspectors-General to supply deficient bedding, dresses, 
&c., for the fixed establishment of each Gaol, according to the 
forms in Schedule (B) and (C). 



Collectors of excise to advance the cost of purchasing 
the same. 



88. Grand Juries to appoint Matrons. 

Matrons to receive a salary approved by the Court of 
Assize. 

89. Authorizes the appropriation of part of the Gaol as a 
House of Correction. 

Exempt from the responsibility of the Sheriff. 

A Governor to be appointed by the Grand Jury. 

96. Persons committed by local jurisdictions, to be confined 
in County Gaol. 

99. Regulates the payment of expense of male Prisoners by 
local jurisdiction. 

100. Persons committed within a county of a city or town, 
to be confined in the County Gaol, by order of the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

104. Poor Prisoners to be kept to such work as shall be 
appointed by the Grand Jury or Board of Superintendence. 

105. Prisoners before trial, and not being poor Prisoners, 
may be employed, with their own consent, and to receive 
such allowance as the Board of Superintendence may appoint. 

Such employment not to interfere with classification. 

106. Regulates the providing teachers, books, materials, 
tools, &c. 

107. Poor Prisoners to receive one-third of their profit, if 
any arise — This clause does not extend to persons sentenced 
to hard labour. 

108. Keeper’s return of hard labour, according to Schedule 
(F), to be made at every Assizes. 

109. Twenty-four Rules for the regulation of County Gaols. 

Local Inspector to report, on oath, on the state of the 

Prison to the Judge at every Assizes, inserting a ' 
Copy of these Rules, and his Special Report on the I 
execution of each (Rules 14 and 24). 

110. Penalty on conveying spirituous liquors into Prisons. 

111. Allowance made to defray the expenses to their places 
of abode, or of honest employment of discharged Prisoners 
not having the means to pay for the same. 

112. Court of Queen’s Bench empowered to make Rules 
and Regulations, whether temporary or permanent. 

Also, by a summary order to dismiss Officers guilty of 
misconduct or disobedience to the same. 

Officers so dismissed not re-eligible to other offices. 

113. Officers to attend and answer all inquiries of the 
Board of Superintendence. 

117. Regulates the issue of clothing to Convicts sentenced 
to transportation. 

137. Notice of abolition of fees to be posted in every Gaol. 



Here follow the General Observations, which are a copy of the Report made to Parliament. 



[North District, 
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NORTH DISTRICT. 



DUBLIN PRISONS. 



County of Dublin Gaol, at Kilmainham. — Visited 24th January, 1848. 



State and Accommodation. 

On the day of my visit to Kilmainham I found it perfectly clean, orderly, and as well 
arranged as the difficulties under which it, in common with all other prisons, labours at 
present, would possibly permit. The bedding is good, and well arranged, and the prison 
altogether airy and wholesome. It is a remarkable fact, that the part of this prison — the 
entire of the old gaol — which is unglazed, is, if possible, more healthy than that in 
which lattices have been placed. A great part of the gaol lias not a single pane of glass 
either in cells or corridors, but simply wooden shutters, which are only used in severe 
weather. There was, however, no complaint on the part of the prisoners, and then- 
health certainly had not suffered. 

The discipline of this gaol is much injured by the unfortunate necessity of committing- 
beggars ancl vagrants ; of this class there were 45 males and females, in addition to all 
the other classes. The untried felons and vagrants occupy one large yard ; but as there 
are [two day-rooms — both small and dark — and that a turnkey is constantly with them, 
they are kept apart as much as possible. The day-room in the first felons’ yard, is far 
too small for the numbers who use it ; and it would decidedly require to be furnished 
with a glazed sash, as it must be quite uninhabitable during rain and wind from the 
westward. 

There is in this* yard an excellent carpenter’s workshop, but it is not much used. I 
should recommend the adoption of a suggestion of the Governor’s — that the shed, raised 
upon iron pillars in this yard, should be closed in with boards and partitioned, by which 
three excellent rooms for workshops and day-rooms could be obtained at very little 
expense. 

There is an exceedingly large class of boys imprisoned for larcenies of various kinds ; 
it is melancholy to see them in such a place. I shall refer more particularly to them 
when speaking of the school. 

The morning state is given below. 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors. 


. 6 




Pauper do., .... 
Felons convicted. 


. 6 


1 


. 22 


9 


Misdemeanants do., . 


3 




Felons untried, 


. 13 


1 


Vagrants and beggars. 


. 37 


8 


Deserters, .... 


. 1 




Summary convictions, 


. 18 


19 


Lunatics, 


. 


2 









Males, 


. 106 


40 


Females, 


. 40 


Total, 


. 146 





To accommodate these, there are 75 separate cells, eight rooms containing beds in the 
debtors’ department, two hospitals, seven day-rooms, and eight large yards. This is on 
the county side of the prison ; but a part of the gaol consisting of 16 large cells two 
large yards, one day-room, besides some rooms which have been converted into an 
hospital, has been for the last year appropriated to the convict service, and contains 84 
convicts. There is only one sleeping-room, and one day-room for the pauper debtors. 
Ihe floor of the latter is much out of repair. 



Employment and Schools. 

1, JS™ S - UttIe . em P 1 “7 m , en * of “ fad ™‘ rW “tone in the orison ; a few mats are made, 
not much , sal , e forthe ™- Clogs also are partly made ; but, in fact, little in 
. es0ept If tie shed I have alluded to were finished, 

1 ThV ?£, ' ” P ' “ d mUet manufacturing the linen need in the gaol. 

„ We '' er ' “ re ™, r I managed. The turnkeys, who are quLred 

• . u P n a muct . °1 their tme “ instructing theil duaes> and d con _ 

ret.m b ihnwef rCSB '’‘’a’ 1 made m any of the prisoners. In the classes A. amPl. the 
return showed a certam degree of advancement for 270 persons within the vear while 
much attention appears to be paid to the instruction of the juvenile prisoners. The™ 
under the charge of a very quakfied turnkey, who is assisted by two prisoners sellcS 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



SI 



for the purpose from the misdemeanant class. There is an exceedingly good day-room 
in this class, which is constantly occupied as a school-room. The registries of progress are 
all accurately kept, as well as the labour-hooks of the separate classes. 

Female Department. 

This department is exceedingly well and kindly attended to by Miss Judge, the Matron, 
and her sister, who acts as assistant. The entire of the wards are, in every respect, as 
clean and neat as it is possible to be. The bedding is excellent, and sheets are supplied. 

I regret however to say, that the classification is, perhaps necessarily, very deficient; in 
fact, there is none except by character. There are 28 separate cells, and one day-room, 
where the women not engaged in the laundry are kept constantly employed, mending for 
the prison, making their own clothes, knitting, and spinning. The whole of the washing 
for the gaol, as well as for the convicts, is carried on here ; and an excellent laundry and 
good drying-room have been lately built. The fittings of these buildings were all paid 
for out of the profits of the works. The cells for the women are all in the new part 
of the gaol. The cells, which are admirable in other respects, are much larger than is 
necessary, and contain nearly 1,200 cubic feet. There is a good bath, and a large saddle 
boiler, both heated by the laundry fire. 

The Matron and her deputy are both most respectable and efficient. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient. There is, however, a question which ought to be set 
at rest— how far the Board is justified in keeping up the old measure for milk? The milk, 
however, is exceedingly good. The kitchen is large, and well supplied with boilers. 

Books and Accounts. 

The criminal registry is well arranged, and accurately kept. There is, besides, a vagrant 
registry, and a debtors' registry ; but there is none of revenue prisoners — such persons 
scarcely ever being committed to this gaol. Mr. Alison, I am sorry to say, finds it neces- 
sary to keep a separate registry of drunkards. The Governor’s journal is carefully kept, 
and sufficiently explicit. The visiting book of the extern officers is regularly signed. The 
punishment book is properly kept, and. the entries are few. The abstract of daily consump- 
tion is arranged in accordance with the schedule of the Prisons’ Act, and tho 83 'Stem of 
checks on receipts and issues such that no mistake can occur. 

Officers. 

Mr. Nixon, the Local Inspector, attends strictly to his duties; and the Governor and 
Deputy Governor are valuable and efficient officers in them several departments. The 
subordinate officers appear attentive to their duties, well disposed, and intelligent. 

Visits paid hy the Extern Officers during the year. 

Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, 165 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . 156 

Roman Catholic do., 132 | Surgeon, . . . . 18< 

Hospitals. 

The male and female hospitals are in different parts of the prison— but both are clean, 
airy, and well ventilated. They seem well attended to; and at present there is but little 
sickness in the gaol — one case of dysentery and one of fever in the women’s wards, and not 
any of either in the men’s hospital. The books of this department are particularly clear 
and full. There are only two lunatics in the gaol — both females. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The members of the Board are attentive and active in the execution of their duties, and 
the Grand Jury is liberal in meeting their wishes in all matters connected with the interests 
of the prison. The Board meets monthly to audit accounts and pay the bills. 

General Observations. 

The sewers of this gaol are good ; but the yards are kept damp by the drip from the 
high roof I should suggest that gutters be placed all round the roof, so as to collect the 
ram water in a large tank, from which it might be driven through the privies by a forcing 
pump I would also call the attention of the Board to the necessity of having sheds for 
separate employment built in the yards, as suggested by Major Cottingham in his last year’s 
report ; and also to the very miserable condition of the chapel, winch is utterly unfit for 
the decent performance of Divine Service, while the prisoners are all crowded together 
without even an attempt at separation. 

Number of Commitments during the last year. 

Males, • 1,730 . | Females, . 821 | Total, . 2,651 
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Recommitments. 

Once. Twice. Three times. Four times and over. Total. 

Males, .64 19 4 5 92 

Females, .35 14 9 14 72 

164 

The contracts are moderate in price, except oatmeal — the contract for which was entered 
into, at an unfavourable period, for an entire year. On the other hand, the Contractor for 
milk must lose considerably, on account of the length of his contract. Bread, 2d. per lb. ; 
oatmeal, 18s. per cwt. ; Indian meal, 13s. per cwt. ; new milk, 5| d. per gallon; butter- 
milk, 2d. per gallon. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



City of Dublin — Newgate Gaol. 

Few tasks can be more irksome than to commence a detail of evils of which there is 
scarcely a prospect of amendment, or to comment upon a state of things, when convinced 
that such comments will bo productive of none or but little effect. Such are the feelings 
with winch an Inspector of Prisons must of necessity begin a report upon the city caol 
of Newgate. J ° 

Year after year has gone by, and Judges, Iuspectors-General, Grand Juries, and Boards 
of Superintendence have all recorded their opinions, that this prison urns a discredit 
to the city of Dublin. See the Chief Justice’s comment in the visitors’ book, dated 1st 
August, 1846 : — “ The Chief Justice visited this prison, and found its order and cleanliness 
such as to do credit to the persons under whose care and superintendence it is placed • 
but the edifice itself is a discredit to the capital of this country ; and it is to be hoped 
that the objections to it, so numerous and glaring, will be brought under consideration 
without delay, and the present altered, or a prison erected in this city suitable to the wants 
and adapted to improve the moral condition of its inmates.” 

Eighteen months have elapsed since that comment was made, and things are so far 
worse, that I shall even use a stronger word and say, that the present state of Newgate 
is a disgrace to a civilized community , and is more like what prisons may be fancied to have 
been 200 years ago, than what we should expect to find them in the present day 

In what I am now about to say, I am aware that I may expose myself to the charge of 
mconsisteucy , when it is compared with an opinion which I gave last year, at the neriod 
when certain resolutions were laid before the Grand Jury by Sir Edward Borouo-h. I have 
only to say, that my opinion was then given under the impression that some decisive course 
would soon be adopted; and that what I now put forward, is stated with the feeline on mv 
mind, that if the nnprovement of the prison is to be deferred until the other contemplated 
changes are carried out, a great injustice will be done to the prisoners, and a source of 
great discredit to the city allowed to continue for an almost indefinite period. 

I am quite aware that many difficulties he in the way of altering or rebuilding this old o-inl 
and that various conflicting opinions exist as to the proper course to he adopted with regard 
to it. while these diffleulties have been complicated by mixing up the question of pS 
the prison in a proper state, with that of building a new courthouse, and eX° 

2d£2°i 1 , « e - “f °™ 0l ’ at r of ,be Jm ¥ s ' * h “ Juries, and tlm Records iS 
addition to all this, the Grand Jury are naturally anxious to do away with the present expen 
sivo establishment, and transfer the untried prisoners to the Richmond Bridewell and Grange 
gomian Penitentiary. I think, however, that independent of the objections so often fet 
forth to the adoption of this scheme, such as the removal of the prisoner from the 
vicinity of the court, and from their legal advisers, all parties must be now pretty woR 

"y S? g nZr;ir aMe such - obifct * * is - ** » e 12 

nf ^I he p snl j° f T this Situation of tilings is, that I consider it the almost imperative dntv 
of the Grand. Jury, unless they are prepared to cany out immediately so2e more « 
tensive plan, to set apart a sum sufficient for the repair and improvement nfrtl.f I 

Llsennd Tfl e7 7 1 ?* r ‘ of !t ° n 4 of my inspection, aid if th? 3 

are sound, as I believe them to he, there does not exist the slightest doubt +b + •. a, 
be remodelled and altered at a moderate expense, so as to render it fu% Trim 
proper confinement of the average number of untried prisoners. This I conriff i 
be done at once, and the question of courts and chambers be totallv somraild f 
accommodation of prisoners. Were the colls altered repaired vemib+Z re f™? * '? 
think they might easily be, and hammocks used In I’ “ 1 

JESs&gs 

There exists by the return 60 cells, which nnmW • . , 

outlay During the alterations the women might he removed! Gr2ri2alBrid™ a |l 
so as to make room for moving the males frnm mo now- it. V dD ° e S°™ an Bridewell 
the works were in progress. £ 2 ^e2en2£a?L!Sfllld 
thus effected, while an average of 9 0 
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prison. Of course the whole of this alteration should be maturely considered ; hut I have 
no doubt that an intelligent Architect could accomplish it without any expenditure at all 
to be put in competition with the building of a new prison. This latter course is certainly, 
as I have before stated, that which I would wish to see adopted, both for the credit of the 
city, and the advantage of the prisoners ; but as I can conceive no present hope of its 
being undertaken, I think that the existing state of things ought not to be allowed to 
continue one hour longer than the necessary arrangements for altering them might require. 
The present state of Newgate may be described in a few words. The prison is gloomy, 
dirty, and in every way neglected looking ;. the iron-work is perishing, and the wood-work 
decaying for want of ordinary cave, of paint, or repairs. The cells and day-rooms aro 
gloomy, dark, and damp ; the flagging all through is broken and decayed, and altogether 
the building is a ruin, excepting its exterior walls and strong arches. There is no proper 
accommodation for the prisoners to wash themselves ; there is no bath, no clotlnn", or 
even shoes for the prisoners. The consequence is, that the bedding is destroyed by the 
personal dirt, and filthy state of the clothes of the prisoners, as Veil as the constant 
washing which is rendered necessary by such a state of things. Furniture can hardly be 
said to exist, unless old and rusty massive iron beds, a few old heavy tables, and some 
stones and logs of wood for seats, deserve the name ; neither is there any store belonging 
to the prison, except a damp and dirty cell may be so called. Altogether, I cannot think, 
if the Grand Jury reflect maturely upon such a state of things, that they can allow 
it to continue, in the vain expectation that at some future period a great change will 
be made, while in the meantime every evil that can exist in a prison is perpetuated in 
Newgate — a prison which is for untried, and so far legally guiltless persons ! ! ! 

I will not further comment upon this most painful subject, but conclude by saying, that 
should the Grand Jury think fit to attempt what I propose, I think I could point out to 
the Architect they may employ, various alterations and improvements which would entirely 
alter the present appearance of the gaol, and do away with most of the existing evils, 
without incurring any considerable expense. 

Employment and School. 

There is not any industrial employment carried on in this prison ; indeed, great difficulty 
would be found in arranging any sort of occupation, beyond the simplest kind — such as 
picking oakum or wool — on account of the very short periods for which prisoners are 
confined, hardly ever amounting to six weeks ; still, I think, even such employment as I 
have alluded to, would be far better than allowing the prisoners to congregate together 
in total idleness in the day-rooms. 

The Schoolmaster, Mr. Thompson, seems to be a person, who, if better opportunities 
were afforded to him, would be most useful in his important department ; even as it is, 
haring to contend with the disadvantage of very short periods of imprisonment, he seems 
to effect a great deal. The school-room, however, is miserably small ; and being open to 
the street is so noisy, and affords such attractions to the prisoners to idle, that the 
difficulties of teaching must be vastly increased. Nevertheless, the registries, which are 
well and accurately kept, show an average attendance of twenty pupils each day 
throughout the year, all of whom seem to progress fairly, considering the short time that 
they remain under the Schoolmaster’s care. 

The ceiling of the school-room was pointed out as being in a very dangerous condition ; 
and it appeared to me to be so. The room itself is very low, as also is the room above it. 
1 should think the flooring of the upper room might be removed with great advantage to 
the school-room, and little loss to the accommodation of the prison. 

Female Department. 

The remarks which I have already made upon the prison generally, will apply to this 
department : there is not any tiling to approve. I do not mean to charge the officers either 
here. or in the other departments with neglect; but the whole system is bad. There is only 
classification by character; and unfortunately so well are the majority of the prisoners 
known to the Matron by previous committals, that little difficulty exists in this matter. 
There.is no employment. The upper range of cells is very close and dark. 

Boohs and Accounts. 

The registry is regularly and carefully kept. 

The Governor’ s-journal is not on a good plan, and gives little information; it is'princi- 
pally a punishment book ; the entries are not numerous. The abstract of daily consumption 
is kept strictly in conformity with the Act of Parliament. The visitors’ books, pass-books, 
hospital, and apothecary’s books are properly kept. 

Hospitals. 

The hospital for women consists of two very small and close wards, and is without an 
exercise yard ; in fact, nothing can be worse. The male side has a little better accommo- 
dation, but is possessed of a good airy yard, and a large but low day-room. In both 
departments the patients are carefully attended to by Dr. Harty and Surgeon Reid ; but 
the accqmmodation is miserable. 

E 
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Contracts, 



Board of Superin- 



Offic/rs. 

The staff of this prison is expensive, and quite sufficiently numerous for all purposes of 
superintendence and instruction, were it properly employed. 

There is no uniform for the officers. All receive rations except the non-residents. 



Visits of Extern Officers during the year. 

Local Inspector, . . . 197 I Protestant Chaplain, . .210 

Physician. .... 220 Presbyterian do , . . 190 

Surgeon, . . . . 218 [ Roman Catholic do., . . 203 i 

Dietary. 

The dietary is simple, but sufficient — 1 lb. of bread and 1 pint of milk for breakfast ; 
the same for dinner. 



Contracts. 

Bread, 8 -■=</. the 4 lb. loaf; meat, 6£r/. per lb.; new milk, GirZ. per gallon; buttermilk, 
2 \d. per gallon. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board is the same as that of the other city prisons; and while they attend so con- 
stantly and effectively to their duties elsewhere, it is difficult to comprehend why this 
prison should be left in such a wretched state as it is. If it be in consequence of 
reluctance to lay out money upon a prison, which may have been expected to bo done 
away with at any time, I hope that such a feeling may not continue to be acted on, 
unless the Grand Jury show very unequivocal signs of building a new one. 

As I spoke at such length upon the subject of the evils which appear to me to result 
from what, as the law stands, would seem to be an inevitable evil, the custom of short 
imprisonment of juvenile offenders, I may mention, that I found in one of the yards of 
Newgate prison an unfortunate child of nine years old — it was his third imprisonment; 
twice before he had been committed for short periods, and now he was to undergo a year’s 
confinement fora BURGLARY. Now is it not obvious, that this unfortunate creature 
must have been in this last instance made the tool, most probably, of some party with 
whom lie had formed an acquaintance during his previous imprisonments? I must not have 
it supposed that I venture to pass censure upon any of those who are engaged in 
administering the law; surely not — such a purpose is neither suited to my place, nor 
is it my intention in the very remotest degree. But surely, such a case as this is sufficient 
to prove that our whole system ot secondary punishments, more especially with regard to 
juvenile delinquents, requires a searching examination ; and further, that active exertions 
should be made at once to amend its many inconsistencies, and to modify its evil tendencies. 



Number of Committals to Newgate during the year 1847. 



Males, . 


. 1.G99 


| Females, . . 941 | 

Recommitments. 


Total, 


. 2,640 


Males, 


. 408 


| Females, . . . 2S0 J 


Total, . 


. 688 


Of three, 334 were recommitted once ; 158 twice ; 80 three times, and 90 four times. 
The average daily number. 


Males, 


73 


| Females, . . . 30 | 

Highest number at one time. 


Total, . 


103 


Males, 


. 193 


| Females, . . . 62 ] 


Total, . 


, 255 



The supply of water is very good and plentiful. 

This prison is close to the court-house, to ‘ 
the male hospital. There are two small and 
which I found a very large number of p 
Surely it cannot be necessary to have so 
fitted to contain one-fourth of their numbe 
matter otherwise. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector- General 



which a passage leads through the lower part of 
ill-ventilated rooms at the back of the dock, in 
srsons crowded together awaiting their trial, 
many- umvlidesomeiy crowded in a space not 
irs. The Governor should try and arrange this 
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Richmond Bridewell.— Visited on the 1st March, 1S48. North District. 

This prison, or house of correction, is set apart for the male convicted criminals of tho D 7T 
city of Dublin, as Grangcgorman is for the females,— and is a very large, airy building, „■ T''™. 
consisting of roomy, well-ventilated cells, and very wide and commodious galleries, avail- 
able for day-rooms previous to the adoption of the present system of separating prisoners 
as much as possible. The whole building was clean and wholesome in all its parts; but I 
think the quantity of freestone used in the passages and in whitening the furniture, must 
occasion a degree of dust, which cannot but be somewhat injurious to health. Ham- 
mocks are used in all the cells, which custom has the great advantage of securing to each 
prisoner a separate bed. and also gives more room for employment, in the cells by day than 
can be had where standing bed places are made use of. The use of straw is also entirely 
superseded — a great improvement to the prison, both in health and appearance. 

The bedding is, on the whole, good, although a great deal is much patched and mended ; 
hut I do not think that it could be otherwise, as the very great proportion of filthy persons — 
beggars and vagrants — committed for short periods, must destroy a vast amount of 
blanketing, besides rendering constant washing — which wears them out much — absolutely 
necessary. 

All the adult prisoners eat their meals in their cells, hut the juvenile class— which is 
very numerous, 73 — dine in 0:10 of the long galleries, under strict superintendence. It is 
a very melancholy sight to see this class so large — and it is often much more numerous. I 
will, however, speak more fully upon this subject when I come to treat, of the school. 

The accommodation in this prison consists of 104 cells, exclusive of the separate building 
appropriated to convicts. The number of prisoners — amounting to 289 — nitkes it neces- 
sary to put three in many of the cells to sleep ; even this, however, is a far better state of 
things than exists in many of the other prisons of Ireland during the present year. The 
prisoners who are committed for long periods are clothed, but a great number of those who 
are imprisoned for short sentences are left in their own filthy rags — a practice which I 
cannot but think is not only contrary to the intention of the law, hut injurious to the health 
of the other prisoners, and destructive to the bedding. I think the Board of Superinten- 
dence would find it a great improvement to the .appearance of the prison, were they to 
pi’ovide clothing for all the prisoners ; and also procure means of stoving or otherwise 
cleansing the dirty rags in which they are committed. This might be difficult if applied 
to those who are merely sent in for 24 hours, but I' think the authorities are called upon to 
do it for all who have longer periods to undergo. 

On the day of my inspection there were 123 felons and misdemeanants in confinement, 

129 summary committals, and 24 vagrants, so that, in fact, less than half the prisoners were 
in gaol clothing. This should be amended — more especially among the juvenile class, 
nearly 50 of whom I found at school in a state of great filtli and destitution — many without 
shoes. 

Some light and healthy cells at the top of the prison, in an isolated passage, are set 
apart for carrying out sentences of solitary imprisonment ; but the punishment cells below 
s taira are dark and damp, and would require both heating and ventilation to make them 
fit for the purpose they are intended for. I do not think they should be used in winter. 

There is great deficiency in the means supplied to the prisoners for washing ; the Board 
should attend to this very important point. 



Employment anil School . Employment and 

The school in this prison is excellently and creditably conducted by Mr. Ilamill. who School, 
appears to devote a great deal of attention to his pupils, particularly the junior portion of 
them — many of whom, as appears by the very excellent form of registry, have made great 
progress under his care. These boys, when not at school, arc employed in teasing wool, 
under superintendence, in one of the upper galleries. I append a statement of progress, 
and some remarks upon the effect of imprisonment upon boys, furnished me by Mr. Ilamill. 

School Report for one year, ending 31st December, 1847. 

Remaining at school, . . . . . . . 133 

Admitted since, as follows, viz. : — 

Such as attended in periods vaiying from one week to two months each, 851 

Ditto • ditto from two months and upwards, . . 276 

1,260 

Of the above — 



Such as could spell only, . . . .677 

Read, write, or cipher, ..... 5S3 

Learned to spell, read, or write at this bridewell during the period aforesaid, 60 " 

Generally improved in letters, &c., . . . . . 134 



Total under head of improvement, . . . 104- 

Monthly average attendance, 105, 

Books used in the School, viz. 

Dublin Spelling-book, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd parts; National School Reading Book, 3rd and 1th books; 
Thomson’s aud Gough’s Arithmetic ; Murray's Grammar ; Pinnoek’s Geography ; Maps, <kc. ; 
Protestant and Roman Catholic Catechisms. 

, A lending library is established, and hooks are lent to the prisoners every Saturday. 

Now under tuition. 

Boys, . 63 ] Men, . 47 I Total, . 110 

E 2 
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Richmond Bridewell. 



I have hail to lament that many poor and friendless boys, who have been put into this house of 
correction in a state of ignorance and wretchedness, should so soon be released from imprisonment. 
Here they have been fed, clothed, taught letters and habits of industry; but after a little they have 
been discharged, and once again suffered to seek for precarious subsistence by dishonest means. 

The time required to make a prisoner read (who on admission is ignorant of letters) is generally 
three months ; and should the term of imprisonment extend to six or twelve months, the benefits of 
school instruction will be in the direct ratio of the given time. 



These few observations are most judicious, and afford subject for serious consideration, 
I have long been of opinion, that the system of imprisoning juvenile offenders for short 
periods was one of the most injurious forms of punishment that could possibly be 
adopted — more especially where no plan of separation can be carried out. Association 
with other offenders inevitably corrupts, while it cannot be supposed that taking a half- 
starved hoy from the streets, lodging him comfortably, and feeding him better than ever 
he was fed in his life for a week or a fortnight, can serve to act as a punishment, or 
to deter from crime ; far from it; the gaol becomes a refuge and a home to such a boy, to 
which ho wilfully returns whenever food is scarce or the weather had; and a few recom- 
mittals harden him to that degree that he becomes an educated thief, and we find in the 
end that u>e. the public, have reared and instructed him, at considerable expense, to become 
hereafter a transported felon, or perhaps to expiate our mistaken humanity on the gallows. 

When I make use of the phrase mistaken humanity, I mean that if our only object he to 
deter from the commission of crime, a much cheaper and more effectual remedy is to he 
found in the rod — there is no punishment those embryo felons dread so much, and it 
certainly has not a corrupting effect upon the sufferer. I do not, however, wish it to he 
considered that I recommend such a course as any thing except less injurious than the 
present system. I am aware that I shall hurt the prejudices of many respectable, hut I 
think, highly injudicious persons, by speaking as I have done, and I therefore wish to guard 
myself from having the above remarks separated from what follows. I consider that society 
owes a duty to its juvenile and destitute members which is not discharged by putting them 
in gaol , and would not be discharged by whipping — the first, moreover, is both expensive 
to the public, and injurious to the delinquent. I have no doubt but that the duty of society 
to houseless orphans requires that they should be saved from the temptations of destitution, 
and the corruption of the evil society of a gaol ; that institutions, similar to that existing 
at Glasgow, should be established, where hoys who have no other resource should he 
educated, and afterwards placed in a situation to earn their own living. Should they, after 
this preparation, turn to an evil course, society — having discharged its duties — will have a 
right to punish — which I much doubt if it properly possesses, having neglected to perform it. 
At all events no doubt can exist, that short periods of imprisonment, which do not allow of 
permanent instruction and improvement, and after which the hoy prisoner is cast out as 
ignorant and as destitute as before, are a mockery of justice, and a school for crime. 

The employment— -mechanical— in this prison is principally confined to making the 
clothing tor the gaol. On the day of my visit nine looms were at work, and five winders 
were employed in preparing the material. Several useful articles are wove for the prison 
use, and some for sale. The prisoners are allowed the legal share of their earnings; and' 
them accounts are accurately kept by the taskmaster, who is a very useful and intelligent 
otocer. I append a statement of the classification and employment on the 1st of March 



Evening Report for 1st March, 1848. 



Officers in Charge. 


No. 


Employment. | 


FELONS. 






Charles M'Entec, . 
Horatio Manning, . 
Timothy Kearns, . 
Richard Darbev, 
John M ‘Parian e, 
John Mathews, 


14 

11 

19 

20 
23 


Treadmill. 

Tailoring and shocniaking. 
Labouring. 

Washing. 

Weaving and cooking. 
Picking wool. 


MISDEMEANANTS. 






Richard Donnelly, . 
William M ‘Cl can, . 
William Slamin, 
George Maloney, . 
Charles M’Entee, . 


78 

47 

10 

24 

4 


Breaking stones. 
Picking wool. 
Lunatics. 
Beggars. 
Drunkards. 




286 





Fhere are no shoes made in the gaol; they are bought for 3*. 6d. a pair, and, in my 
“ “f en ° r . “S cl<> «° bo made by the prisoners themselves. The 

” K ' 28 1 Employed for mending 

Jin it tie lo0ms . f ° r S ao1 clotU "g « » good and lasting m. wi.1 I 

•should observe, that as the great majority of prisoners committed to this house of correction 
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are for periods under three months, instruction in trades is comparatively confined to such 
as are sentenced to longer periods. 

The hard labour classes are employed upon the wheel and at stone-breaking. The pri- 
soners wash the whole of the clothing- and bedding of the gaol ; for this purpose there is 
a large any laundry, well supplied with troughs and other conveniences, hut the drying- 
room is only a miserable and confined loft. The roof of the laundry wants considerable 
repair. The chapel is tolerably good, but only divided so as to separate four classes. 

Lunatics. 

The lunatic class is much smaller than usual, consisting of only 10 insane prisoners. The 
wards in which they sleep are large, airy, clean, and in every way convenient ; but the 
airing yard is confined and gloomy. Every attention is paid to these poor creatures that is 
consistent with their position; and they are under the charge of an intelligent warden 
assisted by three prisoners selected for the purpose. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

I am sorry to say there is much requiring correction in this matter. The bread, which 
used to be exceedingly good, is not by any means so now — the officers state that the meal 
is not of a good quality ; and the milk also is not by any means what the Contractor ought to 
supply. The fact I believe to be, that payments to the suppliers are very long delayed in 
many cases, and therefore the Contractors set the less value on the continuance of then- 
contract. The prices of the different articles are set down below. Bread — baked in the 
prison — lfcZ. per lb. ; oatmeal, 15s. 10*2. per cwt. ; Indian meal, 10s. 9 cl. perewt. ; meat, 
id. per lb. ; new milk, 7 d. per gallon ; buttermilk, 2JrZ. per gallon. 

Breakfast — 7 oz. of mixed oatmeal and Indian meal for stirabout, with 1 pint of butter- 
milk. Dinner — 1 lb. of bread and 1 pint of sweet milk, six days ; dinner on Sunday — 1 lb. 
of bread and 1 quart of ox -head soup. 

Hospital. Hospital. 

The hospital wards are large, very airy, wholesome, and clean. The patients are well 
attended by Dr. Ilarty and Surgeon Reid, the medical officers of the Dublin prisons. The 
medicines are made up by an apothecary. 



North District. 

Dublin Prisons. 
Richmond Bridewell. 

Lunatics. 



Officers. Officers. 

The staff of this gaol is large, consisting of one Governor, Deputy-Governor, Clerk, and 
19 other officers. This is exclusive of the Chaplains, Local Inspector, Medical Attendants, 

&c. The entire expense is set down at £2,185 15s. fid. per annum. The first-mentioned 
officers — 22 in number — receive rations of bread, milk, coals, soap, and candles, with the 
exception of the Clerk, Schoolmaster, and Watchmen, who are not allowed coals. 

The uniform of the turnkeys is good, and gives a respectable appearance to those officers. 

Mr. Purdon and Mr. Cooper, the Governor and Deputy, are anxious and good officers — 
paying every attention to their duties ; and the subordinates are well selected and efficient. 



Visits paid by Non-resident Officers during the last year. 



Local Inspector, ....... 

Surgeon and Physician, . . . • • 

Protestant Chaplain, ...... 

Presbyterian do., ...... 

Roman Catholic do., ...... 

Number of commitments during the last year, . . 5,270 

Number of recommitments during the last year, . 1,280 
Greatest number at any one time, .... 403 

Average number during the year, . . . .262 



119 

408 

15G 

156 

156 



The number of recommitments in this prison shows that the system does little towards 
the suppression of crime, or reformation of prisoners. As I have spoken largely ot the 
system of short committals in my observations on the juvenile department, I shall only 
further observe, that I fear little can be done unless measures are taken, as suggested by 
my late colleague. Major Cottingham, in his report of last year, to procure the means by 
separating the prisoners during their hours of labour ; and this I fear would require an 
outlay which we can hardly expect the Grand Jury to undertake at the present moment of 
distress and misery among the lower orders of citizens and ratepayers. The only real 
mode of striking at the root of the evil is, as suggested above, to induce the citizens of 
Dublin to undertake the charge of the numerous totally destitute children to he found in 
our streets. Upon this subject I have had the pleasure of ascertaining that great interest 
was taken by some of the gentlemen who composed the Board of Superintendence last 
year— particularly Mr. Joseph Boyce. He is no longer on the Board, but I hope he will . 
not lose sight of a design so useful and really benevolent in its object. 

The hooks of this prison are exceedingly well and creditably kept. The registries, 
abstract of daily consumption, and accounts of the general expenditure, are most clearly 
arranged ; and the system of pass-books and checks are so well managed that error can 
scarcely occur without detection. The hospital books are also well kept. I have to remark, 
however, that the returns of the state of employment and statistics of crime during the 
year, given to me upon my inspection, were not by any means as full or satisfactory as I 
expected, or as I have received in other prisons. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector -General. 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



Xobtii District. GkANGEGORMAN-LANE PRISON. — YiSITED ON THE 31ST JANUARY, 1848. 

Dudmn Prisons. This prison is one which naturally excites .a considerable degree of interest, being, as it 
Grangegwmaa-lane is, a house of correction for females only — I believe the only one in the empire. It has 
VuiiedJan 3i ictq no ' v keen hi operation for several years; and its permanent good effect upon the criminal 
' ' female population of Dublin, may be proved from the fact, that, even in the year which has 

just gone over, in which the number of prisoners doubled and trebled in almost all the 
Irish prisons, there was a considerable diminution both in the number of misdemeanants, 
and in the recommittals, during the past year. This may be attributed, in a great degree, 
to the fact, that an alteration was made in the dietary in the early part of last year, thereby 
diminishing the temptation to return to prison : and also to its becoming generally known, 
that a list of previous summary committals would in future be submitted to the Recorder 
for consideration in awarding sentences to persons tried before him. 

The necessity of this arrangement will be easily conceived from the fact, that several of the 
prisoners at this moment confined in Grangegcrman prison, have been committed from 80 
to 1 15 times. We have every hope, however, that the means now adopted will gradually 
have the effect of putting a stop to this most demoralizing system. 



Return of the number of Prisoners committed to Grangegorman Female Penitentiary in 
the years 1840 and 1847, respectively. 



1 

y«„. 


j 


4 

| 


1 


J 


e 


Total. 


c 1 
< 


| 

J? 


Lowest Number. 




312 


3,695 




3,532 


49 


7.588 


278 


348 


216 




32S 


3,039 


609 


2,740 


" 


0,772 


2G1£ 


435 


200 


Increase, . 


1G 




G09 


_ 


1 




_ 


87 




Decrease, 




656 




78G 


- 


816 


1GJ 




- 



Return of the number of Committals to Grangegorman Penitentiary, showing how many 
were recommitted within the years 1846 and 1847, respectively. 



Number of Committals for Felonies, 


328 ) „„ 




Ditto Misdemeauors, .... 


3,039 / 




In 184G. 


In 1847. 


N umber who were never in prison before, 




Individuals. 

731 


Individuals. 


Number in prison before, but only committed witbin the year, 


Once, 


484 


450 


Twice, 


294 


278 




3 times, 


102 


148 




4 „ 


103 


83 




5 „ 


50 


41 




6 „ 


44 


31 




7 „ 


29 


19 


Number iu prison before, committed witbin the year, . • 


a „ 

9 „ 


13 

10 


9 

8 


10 „ 


9 


4 




ii „ 


9 






12 „ 


0 


3 




13 „ 


3 


4 




14 „ 


2 


2 




15 „ 


2 






16 „ 


2 


- 


Total individual persons, 








Making total number of committals, 




4,056 


3,367 



u-w seen, irom tue anove returns, that the actual diminution of committals during 
the last year, for the two classes of misdemeanants and drunkards, amounted to 1 442. 

inis large diminution is, in a degree, modified by committals under a new Act those 

committed under the Vagrant Act amounting to 609. 

On the day of my inspection I found the prison in the most perfect order ■ the cells 
clean and airy; the bedding good, warm, and well arranged; the stores in good order, 
T*' ln “ ct ’ * he general arrangements highly satisfactory. The kitchen is large, airy 
dean, and yell supplied with boilers. Tbe laundry, in which a vast quantity of worlt Is 
i*;™l"' as “ M operation. The only part of this latter department which 'l could not 
e t rely approve ot was, that the felons and misdemeanants were mixed to-ether- this 
however, is the less injurious, as they are under strict superintendence, and that many of 
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those who are now under punishment as misdemeanants, have been formerly committed as North District. 
felons — so that the distinction is more in name than in fact. Mrs. Rawlins is, by my advice, 
now trying the effect of the separate system — as far as we can legally carry it out — upon 
the worst cases of recommittals and the juvenile prisoners ; and I have hopes that the 
former will begin to find, at last, that imprisonment is really punishment, while the dis- 
agreeable nature of their first experience may deter the second class from wishing to come 
back again. 

The tables which are given below, contain a summary of the principal facts connected 
with the discipline and expenditure of this prison. 

Committals and Recommittals. 

Total number of prisoners on the 31st of January, ISIS, . . • 217 

( Lunatics, 40 f 

Beggars, • • 1 r ■ • • r> & 

Remaining over, . 3 J 

Total number of i'eloiis and misdemeanants, . • 191 



66 


were for 


1st time. 


21 




2nd „ 


15 




3rd „ 


10 




4th „ 


7 




5 th „ 


7 




6th „ 


7 




7 th „ 


5 




8th „ 


2 


n 


10 th „ 


2 




11th „ 


1 




13th „ 


4 




14 th „ 


5 




15th „ 


2 




1 6th „ 


3 


„ 


18th „ 



2 were for 20th time. 

3 „ 22nd 

1 „ 23rd 

1 „ 21th 

1 „ 25th 

2 „ 28th 

3 „ 32nd 

1 „ 33rd 

2 „ 34th 

2 „ 38th 

1 „ 42nd 

1 „ 43rd 

1 „ 44th 

1 „ 45th 



1 was for 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



46th tii 
51st 
5Sth 
59th 
COth 
Gist 
79th 
84th 
89th 
lOGth 
107th 
115th 



Being GG first committals and 125 recommittals. 

The above numbers are exclusive of committals for drunkenness and begging. 



Jeremiah Dunne, Lord Mayor. 
R. H. Kinahan, Alderman, j.r. 
John Keshan, Alderman, j.p. 
Tim. O’Brien, Alderman, m.p.. 



Board of Superintendence. 
John Reynolds, Esq., m.p., j.p. 
James Fagan, Esq., m.p., j.p. 
John Wisdom, Esq., j.p. 
Cornelius Egan, Esq., j.p. 



Edward Galavan, Esq. 
Richard O’Gorman, Esq. 
Charles Thorp, Esq. 
Francis Pilswortli, Esq. 



They meet in Newgate, Richmond Bridewell, and this prison, alternately, every fortnight; 
and they hold special meetings, for the despatch of urgent business, whenever required. 



Officers Non-resident. 

Local Inspector— Sir Edward Stanley, salary, £300 j £100 for each 
Physician — W. liarty, Esq., . • 300 of the 

Surgeon— A. Reid, Esq., . . . 300 { three prisons, 

Protestant Chaplain — Rev. W. Maturin, . • £40 0 0 

Dissenting <lo. Rev. S. Simpson, 

R. Catholic do. Rev. B. Kirby, 



£ 

300 



Staff rcsulioj in the Prison. 



1 Governor, 

1 Head Matron, 

1 Assistant do., . 

1 Store-keeper do., . 

1 Hospital do., . 

1 Kitchen do., . 

1 Laundry do , . 

1 Reception Ward do., 

4 First Class Ward do., at £40, 

G Second do. do., at £30, 

1 Lunatic Ward do., 

1 Clerk, &c., 

1 Turnkey and Store-keeper, &c., 

1 Hall-door keeper, 

3 Guardsmen, &c., at £30, . 

2 Female Servants, at £12, . 



33 


6 


8 


40 


0 


0 


£200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


180 


0 


0 


25 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


52 


0 


0 


52 


0 


0 


90 


0 


0 


24 


0 


0 



£1,726 6 8 



Each officer residing in the prison is allowed 2 lbs. bread and 1 quart milk, with 2 stone 
of coals for a fire, per diem, and \ lb. soap and $ lb candles per week, by certificate of 
Inspectors-General of Prisons, approved of by the Lord Lieutenant, in conformity with the 
6th and 7th Wm. IV., cap. 51 — which also regulates the salaries of the staff. 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



North District. 
Dohlix Prisons. 



State of the Prison and its Accommodation. 



Denomination of cacti 

Cla#f. 




k “*" 


a Co 


ntinement. 




! 


A 


cominodation. 






I 


§ : £ 


| 


Si 


2 


| 


4 

5 


i 




, 


Employment 


No. 1, Reception Ward, 


1 


4 4 






9 






IS 


18 


1 


1 






2, 


5 




- 


- 


9 


G 


- 


8 


8 


1 


1 


Knitting, 


21 


:> r 


- 


15 : - 


- 


- 


15 


- 






15 


1 


1 


Sewing, 


75 


„ -1, ,. 


19 


- . - 


- 


- 


19 


_ 




18 


21 


2 


1 


in Laundry, . 


32 






























o. 


- 


15 - 


_ 


_ 


15 


_ 






17 


■2 




Cleaning, 


13 


• ,, i, 


- 


15 . - 


- 


- 


15 


_ 




is 


18 


1 


1 


Nursing, 


10 




13 


2 i - 


- 


- 


15 


- 




15 


15 


1 


1 


In Ilospital, . 


17 


„ 9, 


15 


- : - 


- 


- 


15 


- 




15 


15 


1 


1 


Reeept. Ward, 


2_j 




8 


t; - 


- 


— 


14 


_ 


_ 


15 


15 


1 


1 


Lunatics, 


50 


Laundry, . 


22 


10 - 


_ 


_ 


32 


_ 


_ 


15 


21 


1 


2 


Drunkards, . 




Kitchen, . 


i 


_ _ 


- 


- 


4 


- 


3 


G 


G 


- 


2 


Unemployed. . 


14 




- 


_ : - 


- 


— 




- 


_ 


9 


11 


- 


— 


Discharged, . 


9 


Lima tics. . 


a 


- — 


_ 


49 


54 


_ 


_ 


39 


42 




q 


_ 





Convict Depot, . 


_ 


- . _ 




_ 






12 




34 




2 




General Ilospital, 




11 - 


- 


" 


16 


1 


4 








- 


* Wards and spare j 


























> 




the morning, | 




or , 4 


- 


49 


“ V | 


1 


19 


252 


673 


18 


11 






Discharged, . 


1 








9 | 


















Committed, . 


A.. 


G 8 


14 




28 | 
1 


G 


- 








- 







system ; they are warmed and ventilated on the best principle ; the only additional matters 
required to render them legally fit to carry out that system is, to bring the supply of water 
to the cells, or close to them, and to divide a portion of the church and chapel into stalls, 
the expense of which the Board have deemed it inexpedient to apply for, in consequence 
oi the distress which has been so prevalent, and the heavy taxation put on the city for the 
last tew Terms. The system, however, has been partially carried into effect, under the 
circumstances, with beneficial results. 

The accommodation appropriated for the Convict Depot is according to the number 
received, f itly cells are generally made use of by them, when assembling for embarka- 
tmu-a number which can be afforded with facility, and without detriment to the city side. 

Inc beggars being committed only for 24 hours — with partial exceptions — some of the 
cells in the reception ward are made use of for them. None but such as may he found in 
actual want, or some special cases, receive any food— except when over 24 hours. 

Ilospital. 

3 Largo wards, with 35 beds. 

4 fcparo rooms, for fever and other special cases. 

- Lata-rooins and 2 water-closets, attached to the two principal wards. 

1 Surgery ; 1 storo-room and lcitchen. 

2 Exercising yards. 

The Matron has apartments, and resides in the hospital. 

Patients treated in. and prescribed for out of, Hospital during tie past year. 
Physician’s — Interns, 173 Externs 1 21G 
.Surgeon’s Do., 70 Do., 'g73 



1,889 



Total, 1,389 
Do., 743 

2,132 



Average number of sick confined daily in hospital, 

A umber of fever cases within the year, 

Deaths from fever within the same period, . 

Do. from other causes, ... ^ 

^rie^faV4 m sta°t e!“ S ^ S ™ rd were 



15 

30 

None. 

18 



es, &c. 



1 Bath-room with 2 baths, 

1 Store for the prisoners’ own clothin", 

1 Do. for the prison clothing and bedding, .' 

1 Do. for the daily issue of bread and milk, f M1C ot store matron. 

1 General store, ) TT i a. 1 

1 Straw do., L Under the charge of Store-keeper, who keeps a check upon the 
ti Coal vaults, j entries m the office books. 



Attached to reception ward. 
Under the care of Store Matron. 
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Offences and Sentences. 



Nortu District. 



Offences of tlie Prisoners confined. 


'l'cmis of Imprisonment. 


Larceny cases, .... 


94 


For 18 mouths anil 


2 years, 


2 


Deserting her child, . 


1 


„ 12 do., . 




(i 


Unlawful possession of goods, 


28 


„ G do., 




23 


Violent assaults, 


2 


„ 4 do., 




1 


Common do., 


10 


3 do., 




65 


Wilful damage, 


5 


„ do., . 




35 


Pawning illegally, 


1 


„ 1 do., . 




37 


Misdemeanors, .... 


47 


14 days, 




lti 


V agrant beggars, 


4 


„ 7 do., . 




10 


Drunkards, .... 


- 


Staying over time 


n laundry, 


3 


Lunatics, ..... 


49 


Lunatics, . 




49 




247 






247 



Clothing and Bedding. 



Stock of Cloth 


ng und Bedding in use. 


Cost of same. 


Shifts, .... 


096, of which 140 arc new, 




Caps, . . . 


1,090, ., 240 




Jackets, 


547, „ 100 




Petticoats, . 


540, „ 100 


Per suit, 11 s. 5d. 


Aprons, 


730, 




Handkerchiefs, 


351, ' 




Shoes, 


- 




Blankets, 


362 pair, of which 30 arc new, 


) 


Iiugs, .... 


31G „ 30 


>Per set, 16s. oil. 


Bcd-ticlcs, 


326 „ 30 


1 



Diet. 

Breakfast — 7 oz. (equal parts) of oat and Indian meal made into 1 quart of solid stira- 
bout, and 1 pint of new milk (late Irish measure). Dinner — 1 lb. bread, made of whole 
wlieaten meal, and 1 pint buttermilk (late Irish measure). . 

Present cost of the above diet per head per diem — 3 \d. : per year — £5 6s. 5i d. 

The lunatics are allowed extra diet of A lb. beef for each, per day, three times a week, 
as are also the sick in hospital. 



Contracts. 



Prices of the present contracts for the following articles : — 





s. 


d. 






s. 


d. 


Oatmeal, . 


15 


10 


per cwt. 


Blankets, 


1 


5}$ per lb. 


Indian meal, 


10 


9 


do. 


Rugs, 


2 


3 each. 


New milk, 


0 


7 


per gallon. 


Bed-ticks, 


3 


0 do. 


Buttermilk, 


0 


2; 


do. 


Linsey, yard wide, 


1 


0.V per yard. 


Flour, 2nd quality, 


19 


5~ 


per cwt. 


Liuen, 


O 


6 do. 


Wheaton meal, 


15 


0 


do. 


Check, . 


0 


8 do. 


Beef, 


0 


4 


per Ih. 


Handkerchiefs, 


0 


9 each. 


Coals, 


IS 


5 


per ton. 


Shoes, 


2 


10 per pair. 



The bread is baked at Richmond Bridewell, and costs 3 \d. per 2 lb. loaf. 



Books and Accounts. Books mid Accounts. 

The books of this prison are kept upon an admirable system, and apparently most accu- 
rately, by Mr. Marquess, the Governor, who has the control of all the expenditure and 
out-door work of the prison — duties which he fulfils to the satisfaction of every person 
connected with the establishment. 

The criminal registry, which, in a prison like Grangcgorman,.is most difficult to keep, is 
excellently arranged, and the system of references for previous convictions is most effec- 
tive. There are separate registries necessary for drunkards and vagrants; the numbers of - 
such classes would utterly confuse the criminal registry. The abstracts of daily and general 
expenditure are kept with great care ; and the system of checks on receipts and issues 
is extremely effective. . . 

With regard to the work accounts, which are kept by Mrs. Rawlins, the Head Matron, I 
would recommend her to keep a book in which copies of the abstracts sent half-yearly to 
the Grand Jury should be entered, and signed by the Chairman of the Board of Superin- 
tendence, as she has now no voucher to show, should such be required at any future time. 

I may here remark, that the duties connected with keeping the books of this establishment 
are enormously increased by the very voluminous returns required in connexion with the 
infliction and payment of fines. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






42 



APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



North District. 

Dcblin Prisons. 
Grtmgeqorman-lane 
Prison. 
Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



School and Employ- 



Officers. 



Board of Superinten- 
dence. 



Hospital. 

The hospital in this prison is admirably conducted. The Matron, Mrs. Nicholson, is 
constant in her attention, and the appearance of the wards proves how well she understands 
the management of her department — every thing is clean, wholesome, and airy ; the beds 
and bedding excellent, and the prisoners most carefully attended. Water-closets and 
baths are attached to the principal wards ; but in addition to the rooms in constant use, 
there are four usually unoccupied rooms, kept in readiness for any emergency, or in case 
of contagious disease breaking out in the prison. The Physician and Surgeon are constant 
in their attendance ; and the books — registries, Apothecary’s, and dietary — are kept regu- 
larly and carefully. 

Lunatics. 

There are 50 lunatics at present in the gaol. Every attention that can alleviate their 
unhappy state is bestowed on them ; and the general tranquillity and cleanliness of this 
ward are positive proofs of the good temper, kindness, and attention of Mrs. Kennedy, the 
nurse. This valuable officer’s salary has been, I am happy to say, raised within the last 
year, but is still, I think — considering the arduous nature of her duties, and the remunera- 
tion received by others — below her deserts. 

School and Employment. 

The whole of the prisoners are kept, as much as possible, at constant employment ; but 
sometimes a difficulty arises of being able to obtain a sufficiency to keep so large a number 
in constant occupation. Mrs. Rawlins exerts herself to the utmost to procure it, and a 
very great quantity of needlework is done for the different establishments. The laundry, 
also, is a great source of employment — many private families having the whole of their 
washing done in this establishment. Both sources — to judge from Mrs. Rawlins’ accounts 
with the Board of Superintendence, which are afterwards sent before the Grand Jury — 
appear to return a handsome balance of profit on the expenditure. 

Return of the amount of work done for the public by the prisoners at Grangegorman 
Penitentiary, for one year, ending Michaelmas Term, 1847. 

£ s. d. 

Amount of washing, ...... 409 15 11^ 

Do. needlework, . . . . . . 95 19 6' 



Ordinary expenditure, 
Paid to prisoners. 



£505 15 5£ 

£211 13 9 
75 10 2 

287 3 11 



Net profit returned, .... £218 11 

Of the above sum of profit £152 5s. Td. has been returned to the Grand Jury, and 
£66 5.9. lid. remains due by the public, &c. 

Each of the Matrons keeps a school in her own class ; but proper registries are absolutely 
necessary, in order to allow an Inspector to judge of the progress of individual prisoners. 
These Mrs. Rawlins will have the goodness to procure, and have regularly kept in future. 

Officers. 

The interior discipline of this establishment is conducted by Mrs. Rawlins, the Head 
Matron, and it is hardly necessary for me now to add my testimony to that of all my pre- 
decessors,. as to the efficiency and intelligence with which she discharges the onerous 
duties which devolve on her. The appearance of the prison and prisoners are sufficient to 
prove attention, activity, and zeal. 

She is well assisted by several highly-qualified deputies, amongst whom I may specify Mrs. 
Miles, who has charge of the stores, and actively assists in the other duties of the prison. 
Of Mrs. Nicholson, the Hospital Matron, and Mrs. Kennedy, the Lunatic Nurse, I have 
already spoken as they deserve ; and the remaining officers seem well qualified and atten- 
tive to their duties. 

Mr. Marquess, the Governor, is principally occupied with the books and accounts, and 
the external business of the establishment — all which duties he performs with punctuality 
attention, and intelligence. J * 



Board of Superintendence. 

All the Dublin prisons are under the same Board, who meet once a fortnight, alternately, 
at the three prisons, and attentively examine the accounts, and look into the other details 
ot management. These duties appear to be discharged with the best effect upon the 
economy of the expenditure, and the discipline of the prisons. 

Mr Marquess acts as Secretary to the Board, which, as has heeu .before remarked, is 
not strictly m accordance with the letter of the Prisons’ Act ; but I do not myself see that 
any practical evil results from it m the present instance, as he has no duties to discharge 
m connexion with the interior economy of the prison. 6 



Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 
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Four-Courts’ Mahshalsea. — -Visited March, 1848. 

This prison, being entirely appropriated to debtors, is naturally more difficult to keep in 
order than one in which persons for trial or under sentence for criminal offences are con- 
fined. This results from two causes : the first being the want of authority on the part of 
the Marshal for preserving discipline— punishment of any kind being difficult; and secondly, 
the very great influx of visitors, which is necessarily permitted in a debtors’ prison. 

Mr. Mullen, the present Marshal, deserves the greatest credit for the general order 
maintained under such difficult circumstances — the more especially as it appears to be done, 
and discipline maintained, without exciting any ill feeling in the minds of those over whom 
the control is exercised. One point connected with this particularly struck me, namely, 
that great cheerfulness prevailed generally among the prisoners, and that an appearance of 
evident good-will towards the Marshal was universally exhibited. 

On the day of my inspection, although the prison was more than usually crowded, the 
rooms, staircases, and yards were perfectly clean, and a general appearance of order and 
regularity was visible in the different buildings. 

The accommodation of the prison is set forth in the accompanying table 

A Table of- Classes of Rooms in the Four-Courts’ Marshalsea. 

Letter A is the building wherein the tap is held. This consists of seven apartments. No. 1, 
tap-room. No. 2, parlour. No. 3, sleeping-room or hotel. In this building on the first and second 
floors are also three rooms, Nos. 4, 5, 6, single or free rooms. 

Letter B. Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, S, 9, and 10, single rooms. Nos. 3 and 7, double rooms. 

Letter C.— Nos. 4 and 8, double rooms. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, C, 7, and 9, single rooms. 

Letter D— No. 1, single room. Nos. 2, 3, 4, .1, and G, double rooms. 

N.B. The rooms marked single are intended under ordinary circumstances to accommodate two 

inmates; those marked doublo (when reserved as free rooms) are to accommodate three inmates. The 
Marshal is not on any account to place more than these numbers in any room, unless all the other 
rooms shall he filled witkThe regulated number. Should the number of prisoners exceed the number 
regularly allotted to the free rooms, the surplus are to be distributed evenly through them; it being 
observed, that a third person is not to be placed in a single room until every double room (reserved 
as a free room) shall contain four inmates. 

Letter E.— No. 1. Nursetendor. 2. Female common hall. 3 and 4. Infirmary. 5. Guard-house. 

Pauper Building.— This consists of six rooms, each containing eight persons only, furnished by 
Government with bedding for the reception of the persons supposed to bo unable to pay rent or 
provide furniture for themselves, who are therefore not to be charged by the Marshal with any rent 
whatsoever. Prisoners desirous of being admitted to this building, if they are removed from any 
other prison, must procure a certificate from the Local Inspector of the Gaol from whence they were 
committed, of their poverty aud inability to pay any rent, or otherwise satisly the Marshal or Local 
Inspector thereof. 

Notwithstanding the general good order prevalent in tlie Marshalsea,. there are one or 
two amendments which I consider would be found beneficial, and for introducing which, 
the authority of the court of Queen’s Bench should be obtained. The first would be, the 
closing of the prison at ten o’clock at niglit. This I recommend because it is obvious to 
every one, that the later the hours in a prison the greater the tendency to disorder ; and 
-that two offences will be committed between ten and eleven o’clock, for one that will take 
place between nine and ten. 

The second rule which I would suggest is applicable to pauper debtors, and is, that any 
person convicted of intoxication should be struck off the paupers’ allowance. This will be 
but just, as a person who can afford to got drunk could evidently support himself. 

I would further recommend, that a rule bo introduced which shall peremptorily forbid 
two prisoners being placed, under any circumstances, to sleep in the same bed. Should 
any difficulty arise in this matter at any time from unusual crowding of the prison, the Local 
Inspector should hire additional bedding until the temporary pressure has passed over. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary for pauper prisoners is laid down by the rules of the court ot Queen’s Bench, 
at 2 lbs. of bread and a quart of new milk per diem. The bread on the day of my inspection 
was excellent, but the milk was certainly of inferior quality ; this however was stated to 
be an accidental occurrence. I would however suggest, that, as in other prisons, the 
Chaplains should inspect the provisions at their ordinary visits, and insert any remark they 
may think it requisite to make in the officers’ visiting book. 

Contracts. Contracts. 

Bread, 8 ±d. the 4 lb. loaf; new milk, 8 d. per gallon; buttermilk, 2d. per. gallon; coals, 

16s. 9rf. per ton. 

Although the general accommodation through the Marslialsea appeared to he sufficient, and 
that the prisoners have the advantage of baths and a racket court, it strikes .me that the 
want of a proper laundry is a very serious deficiency, as tvell as one which might be very 
easily supplied. There* is under the chapel a good sized room opening into one of the 
inner yards, at present used as a lumber room, which I think might , with advantage be 
supplied with washing troughs and waste pipes, a fire-place and boiler, so as to afford 
every accommodation requisite at a trilling expense. I may remark here, that the sugges- 
tion made last year by my late colleague, Major Cottingham, viz., that all prisoners should 
be supplied with sheets, has been complied with, and apparently with the very best effect. 

There were several matters connected with the rules for the treatment of persons con- 

T? 2 
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North District. 



Dbiujh Prisons. 
Four- Courts' Mar- 
s/talsru. 



Officers. 



fined for debt, which I had intended to remark upon, hut as a Bill is at this moment in 
progress through Parliament for the purpose of amending the law upon the subject of 
imprisonment for debt in Ireland, I think it better to defer any observations until the new 
law shall come into force. There is however one point which I think should be borne in 
mind, should the proposed law take effect, which is, that as hereafter the persons confined 
tor sums under £10, will, in almost all cases, be imprisoned for fraud in the contraction of 
the debt, I think it would be advisable to obtain the sanction of the court to compel all 
persons subsisting upon the pauper allowance to wear a prison dress — an arrangement 
which I have little doubt would much diminish the number of claimants for that allowance. 



Officers. 

There is no Board of Superintendence, as this prison is, by Act 7th Geo. IV., cap. 74, 
made separate and distinct from all other prisons, and placed under the control of the 
Marshal, who acts under the authority of rules established by the court of Queen’s Bench 
for its proper government. 

Of the Marshal’s peculiar fitness for his office, and his general kindliness and steadiness 
of rule, I have already spoken in the terms he deserves. The Local Inspector, Mr. Arthur 
Burke, is most attentive to his duties, and exerts himself in every way to keep the establish- 
ment on the most economical footing. 

The visits of the extern officers for the last year were returned as follow : but I could 
wish that the visitors’ book had been more regularly signed, as I believe many visits were 
made of which there is no record — 



Local Inspector, . . .102 j Presbyterian Chaplain (as noted), 3.5 

burgeon, . . . . .133 Homan Catholic and Assistant do., 92 

Protestant Chaplain, ... 94 

The salaries of the officers of this establishment amount to the sum of £1,494 per 
annum, and there are not any allowances. 1 

I cannot conclude this report better than by appending a letter which was addressed to 
me from Mr. Mullen, the Marshal, in which he clearly sets forth the state of the prison, 
both during the past year and at the present moment. I do this also with the further view 
of showing that this experienced officer fully concurs with me in the propriety of the altera- 
tions I have proposed to make in the prison rules. 



a n , . , . Marshal-ball, March, 1848. 

v , t i0 ot y° ur inspection the number of persons in actual custody was ninety, who were 

distributed according to the classification prescribed by the rules, as follow:— 

In state rooms, • ... - I In pauper building. 

In free rooms paying £1 each, at. the In hospital, . 

lute 2s. M. per week for eight weeks, In female ball, 

when all charges cease, . . 24 

In hatchmen’s balls, . . .10 

In common hall, . . . . _ 

InSliinT Court nUm,)Cr th ° 1C ^ 177 ° n rcc,l S nizancc of bai b awaiting the adjudication of the 
The committals during the last year (1847), male and female, amounted to SG6, which, as com- 
wi • a' , cxIllbltau lnc f a f of 217 persons; this of course is easily accounted for, by tbo 
' i " "w? 1 cmba ’' 1 '“ s ™ ont wlllcb trade and agriculture experienced during that period. 

01 the 86b committed during 1S47, there were — 1 

Discharged on settlement, . . . 357 

.•> W Insolvent Court, . . . 300 

„ by pauper declaration, . . 103 

O11 bail and in custody, 31st December, 1846, . 106 



Notwithstanding the precaution adopted in the 5th * GO. Vie, cap. 05, of^mpelling persons to 
subscribe a declaration before they become entitled to the prison allowance I yet regret “o state that 
many take I, a declaration regardless of its obligation. Hereafter perbiV't Sy be com 

to wwYJST'' m0Ie ' Stringent test of pauperism should not be applied, Ij compiling all paupers 
If tTe” ISge Iv? “ ll,0 " Sl ‘ ” CV “ 3* b 'fite applicable midcr the prJvi.E 



Hospital. 



. , ‘“Y O pencil an order to tliat effect, considering th 

is framed m a more indulgent spirit- than that of a criminal prison. 

i W 5 Py -S ° ’ SerV ?’ tb f, tb ? r . e aro VGr y few cases calling for punishment; when they do occur 
they are met with prompt and decisive treatment. ’ y occur 

- 1 ..S? 110 ” J #» <*«- —1- to perform their 

I am. Sir, yonr obedient Servant, 

To Clement Johnson, Esq., Joseph Denis Mullen, Marshal of the Four Courts. 

Inspector-General of Prisons. 

Hospital. 

th n e I’ ris01 ' las boe “ peculiarly fortunate 
conrYof “ ° f f ° TCrd ™S P^co of thft ejidiic in the 

Clement Johnson, Inspects- General. 
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County of Antrim Gaol, at Carrickfergus. — Visited 27th December, 1S47. 
State and Accommodation. 



This gaol is exceedingly small, and ill contrived for any purpose except that of security. 
As it is an old building, and soon to be superseded — as county gaol — by the new prison 
at Belfast, there could no good result from pointing out its manifold imperfections, and 
the difficulty, not to say impossibility, of carrying out any effective system of reformatory 
discipline within its walls ; suffice it to say, that it is even too small for the diminished 
numbers confined in it, since Belfast has been appointed a district bridewell. This will 
be seen by the following statements of numbers and accommodation, as I found them on 
the day of inspection : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Debtors, 




. 36 


2 


Under rule of transportation, 


. . 25 


- 


Other classes of prisoners, 


. 17 


6 


Lunatics, 




. 6 


- 


Hospital, 




. 10 


3 




Males, 


. 04 


11 




Females, 


. 11 






Total, . .105 






Accommodation. 




Single cells, . 


. 46 1 


Hospital, 




Solitary do., 


- 4 


Kitchens, 




Rooms with beds. 




Yards, 




Day-rooms, . 


• 13 







The convicts are kept apart ; but all classes of other prisoners, except debtors and 
lunatics, are, of necessity, mixed together. The gaol all through was perfectly clean, 
indeed, beautifully kept ; the bedding excellent; the furniture in good repair, and the 
utensils for meals and cooking, clean and in good order. 

Sheds for washing under would be a great improvement in all the yards. All the 
prisoners are supplied with good and warm clothing, except the debtors ; this class, of 
whom 33 are paupers, are here, as elsewhere, the most wretched and troublesome, giving 
au. appearance of misery to the prisons which is not to he seen in other departments; 
there were 10 sleeping in one small room. The supervision of the yards is exceedingly 
well managed and effective. The chapel is very small and badly divided. 



Employment and Schools. 

The prisoners are generally kept employed ; stone-breaking and oakum-picking affording 
occupation to the greater number, while a few are occupied at matmaking, shoemaking, 
tailorin'*, and other matters connected with the clothing of the prison. When trades- 
men are committed to gaol, as much as possible is done in this way during then- stay, but 
I do not think much can be effected in the way of instruction. 

The school, however, is well attended by a salaried master ; and the registries, which 
are correctly kept, show a very creditable improvement in many of the prisoners. 



Female Department. 

There are eight cells, extremely neatly kept, with two beds in each, one over the 
other. Nothing can be more perfectly clean and orderly than the entire of this depart- 
ment ; still nothing like classification, beyond a division into two rooms, according to the 
characters of the prisoners, can be effected. There is but one yard for the women ; but 
there are two good day-rooms, in which they work and take their meals. 

The bedding is excellent, and sheets are given with lined rugs. The supply of water 
is tolerably good. The laundry is small, and ill ventilated; however, all the washing 
is done in the prison, — it occupies two days in the week. 

School is kept regularly : there is a good supply of books for the prisoners, and 
excellent rules are laid down for their management. The registries are regular, and the 
progress is creditable to the Matron and her assistant. The usual occupations of sewing, 
knitting and mending, &c., keep the prisoners constantly employed, — and they arc well 
superintended while at work. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is very good and sufficient — 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of sweetmilk for 
dinner ; 8 oz. of oatmeal made into stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk for breakfast. 

The' contracts appear to be very moderate : — Bread, l\d. per lb. ; oatmeal, 12s. Id. per 
ewt. ; new milk, 8 d. per gallon ; buttermilk, 2d. per gallon. 

Lunatics. 

This class is exceedingly well and kindly taken care of ; there were six in gaol ; they 
seemed comfortable and tranquil. The cells are good, but the yard is damp and gloomy. 

Hospital. 

The hospital is small, and there is no proper division between the sexes. It is, however, 
very neat, and Dr. M’Gowan appears to pay the greatest attention to his patients ; he 
attends almost every day in the year. The medicines are supplied by an apothecary, and 
the registries are carefully and regularly kept. 
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“ Boohs and Accounts. 

The whole of this department is exceedingly well and effectively managed. Registries, 
criminal and descriptive, abstract of daily consumption, and accounts of profits on work] 
all regularly and accurately kept. The system of checks upon expenditure is very well 
arranged. 

Officers. 

No set of officers can discharge their duties more creditably than those of Carrick- 
fergus gaol : the constant attention of the Local Inspector, and the long experience of 
the Governor, are visible in every thing connected with the discipline and arrangement of 
the gaol ; iu every tiling that depends upon their exertions, and those of the subordinate 
officers, the management is most creditable. Then- efforts, however, are cramped by the 
want of room and the faulty construction of the prison. As far as I could judge of Mr. 
Forbes, the deputy-governor, he is a valuable officer, and one whom I should gladly see in 
a situation where lie would have greater scope to prove his capacity. The chaplains 
appear to attend strictly to their duties. 

Visits of the Extern Officers during the year. 

Local Inspector, . . . 227 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . 181 

Surgeon. . .... 355 Roman Catholic do., . . . 17G 

Protestant Chaplain, . . . 143 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meet almost every month ; the whole of the bills and expenditure are then 
laid before them, and the accounts audited. Bills are only discharged half-yearly. The 
accounts are certified by the Local Inspector, but paid by the Board. The Governor 
paj's the subordinate officers at shorter periods. 

Bridewells. 

I am sony to say I was not able to visit any of the smaller prisons in this county. Mr. 
Forbes, however, at my request, inspected those at Ballymena and Antrim; and liis’ report 
states them to be creditable to their keepers, and amply supplied with bedding and 
necessaries : the registries being correctly kept. 

Clejient Johnson, Inspector-General. 



Belfast Bridewell and House of Correction.— Visited on the 2Sth December, 1847. 

State and Accommodation. 

This lately-appointed bridewell and house of correction, which I hope soon to be able to 
describe as the county prison, is a very beautifully-constructed building, and in every way 
fitted tor the purpose for which it was intended by the projectors. To their credit he it 
Sint! tlie gentry of the comity of Antrim, and the oitiaens of the town of Belfast, have been 
the first community in Ireland to devote a veiy large sum of nroney to the benevolent 
S'?’ 1 ” 8 ’ i0W far *i’ e , Brs ? em ° f imprisonment may be successfully adopted, 

or the double purpose of deterring those from crime, whom they cannot expect to reform 
by the experience of severity of punishment; and what is of far greater importance fte 
reformation of those whose minds are still open to the salutarv operation of long-continued 
solitary reflection, aided and directed by the advice and instruction of those persons 
appointed to improve them m religions and moral knowledge, and instruct them^in the 
means whereby, on then- return to the world, they may_by knowing how to earn the! own 
livehliood— be saved from the temptations which assail the poor and ignorant on all sides 
In addition to these great advantages, the prisoner is preserved from the evil communi- 
cation winch really fonns the master evil of the old system of imprisonment, anTTmot 
he urged to the committal of crime— upon release— by the evil-disposed intimates whose 
acquaintance lie may have made in gaol. In fact, I consider that the priso.TeS beta! 

S^fl,1leXM a n ^*r a ’ 0nSWiftU, ”- is 0,18 of 48 * ]est chances S 

set°d“ wn foUowlI^* ‘ he ” Kmber of l ,riso “°'' s ' and the accommodation for them, were 



Classes. 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, . 
Soldiers tried, . 
Deserters, . 
Drunkards, 

Summary convictions, 
Hospital, . 

Crown witnesses, 

Males, 

Females, . 
Total, . 



Males. Females. 
61 23 

3 

48 21 

23 

3 1 

22 7 

4 



168 52 

52 

. 220 



Accommodation. 
Single cells for males, 
Single cells for females, . 
Solitary cells, . 

Hospitals, 

Bath, .... 
Kitchen, 

Laundry, 

Chapel," 

Yards, .... 




16 

2 



1 

1 

1 

1 

35 
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When prisoners are tried at assizes, the Judge sentences them to undergo their punish- North District. 
inent either in the county gaol or in the Belfast bridewell, at his discretion. The sentence „ .. — . 
also decides, with regard to Belfast, the side of the prison to which the individual shall be Belfast Srukteeii 
sent — either the house of correction, or the bridewell, which are in separate wings. House of Correction. 

The course of discipline adopted in this prison is essentially the same as that practised 
at Pentonville — each prisoner being provided with a separate cell, containing his hammock, 
washing utensils, water-closet, &c., and furnished with the proper means of communicating 
-with the officers, with gas lights, and an ample supply of water — 12 gallons per diem — a 
small cistern being attached to each cell, so constructed, that the prisoners cannot waste the 
supply belonging to the other cells. Books, also tools for trades, are supplied ; and the 
prisoner is visited, at stated periods, by the Clergymen, the Surgeon, the Governor, the 
person in charge of the ward to which he belongs, and the instructor in whatever handi- 
craft it may be decided on to teach him. 

The prisoners take their exercise, at stated periods, in the separate yards appropriated 
for that purpose; and at all periods, when moving through the passages of the prison, are 
compelled to wear the peak of the cap over the upper part of the face, so as to shelter 
them from recognition by any visitor or prisoner they might casually encounter. All the 
articles of bedding and furniture belonging to the different cells arc marked with the dis- 
tinguishing numbers of the prisoner and the ward to which he belongs. 

The statement of the officers would lead me to suppose that recommitments — among the 
habitual denizens of a city prison — are on the decline. I sincerely hope that this may be 
the case, but should apprehend that the system has not yet beeu sufficiently long in opera- 
tion to afford an opportunity of forming a decisive judgment. 

The cells here, as in other prisons on the separate system, are supplied by pipes with 
hot and cold air, and this seems to be done upon a more rational principle than I have 
seen practised in many other prisons ; but, nevertheless, here, as elsewhere — and I have 
been through many prisons arranged on this system — I cannot avoid expressing my opinion, 
that no cell, which is used for the whole day and night, can be sufficiently ventilated without 
a direct communication with the outward air, which might easily be procured by having a 
single pane in the window of each cell, moveable with hinges and a bolt. I am aware that 
on this point I am at issue with most persons who have given attention to these matters, 
but I must distinctly state, that I never entered a single cell, in which such communication 
did not exist, without being sensible of a feeling of oppression, which was relieved upon 
re-entering the galleiy. This, of course, must be more injurious where the water-closets 
are in the cells. 

All clothing is hereafter to be made in the prison — the first supply was, of necessity, 
procured elsewhere. The women are provided with cloaks and strong shoes when taking 
exercise in bad weather. The laundry is tolerably large, but it would require to be at 
once altered, in order to bring it into conformity with the remainder of the prison, as there 
is not any means of separating the prisoners while employed in it. This, of course, is quite 
inconsistent with the whole principle upon which the gaol is conducted. Should means of 
separation — by stalls or otherwise — be adopted, the pi'esent laundry will require con- 
siderable improvement in ventilation, and a large louvre should be opened in the roof. 

The drying-room is better than the laundry. All the washing is done in the prison. The 
outer wall of the prison appears to me, in some places, to be deficient in height, and the 
sharp angles require to bo rounded inside. I should recommend the construction of 
additional baths. 

Employment and School. Employment and 

School is kept in the chapel, which is fitted up on the most approved principle; and 
the different classes attend in succession — from nine in the morning to four o’clock in the 
afternoon. This is only interrupted by the Clergyman of the day, who lectures three- 
quarters of an hour— the different sects taking a day in turn. A very considerable degree 
of employment goes on in the cells, and many are in progress of instruction in various 
trades — weaving, shoemaking, tailoring, carpenters’ work, &c. These, with the usual 
employments for women, — knitting, sewing, qmlting r &c., — form the principal occupations of 
the prisoners. 

The peculiar nature of this prison, which is in a great degree a house of correction, 
unskilled labourers being often committed for short periods, while many persons are 
sentenced to hard labour, has rendered it necessary to provide work at which those classes 
could be employed. The Board has, in consequence, fitted a very great number of separate 
sheds for stone-breaking, in which the prisoners can be occupied under strict supervision. 

The sheds are well constructed; and the arrangements for supplying unbroken, and 
taking away the broken, material are good. I hope, however, that the Board will guard 
against any tendency which this system may have to interfere with instruction in useful 
trades. 

The progress of the prisoners at school is creditable, and the registries properly kept. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary appears good and sufficient, but perhaps the Physician may find it too 
lowering. I append the table. 

Breakfast — 8 oz. of oatmeal stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. Dinner — 1 lb. of bread, 
and one pint of sweet milk. Supper — 2 oz. of meal in gruel. 
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North District. I think the effects of this diet in long periods of imprisonment should be carefully 
Bdfasl~Bridcuell wa t c ^ iec ^' 

‘ “and"™' The contracts are as follow : — Bread, 19.«. 3d. per 112 lbs. : new milk, 6hd. per gallon : 

House of Correction, buttermilk, 2d. per gallon. No contract for oatmeal. 

I should recommend the Board to grind their own corn, and bake their own bread. 
Wherever this has been done, the bread has been found cheaper and better than elsewhere. 

Books nnd Accounts. Books atld <dcC0U)lt8. 

The system is good, and the books well and carefully kept. The abstract of daily con- 
sumption is closed every month, and kept in conformity with the Act. 

The pass-books are on the system of bankers’ cheques, which I have invariably found 
the best form. 

The punishment book is regularly kept, but the entries are few, and the punishments 
very light. 

The medical registries are correct and full. 

The by-laws have not yet been sent down by the Privy Council. 

Hospital. Hospital. 

The hospital is i:i very good order : it is however little used, as all, except had cases, 
can he treated in their cells. In the hospital each room is for a single person ; and Dr. 
Purdon states, that he docs not find that the separate system has produced any evil effects 
upon the health of his patients — either bodily or mental. This is, so far, very satisfactory. 

General Observn- General Observations. 

The whole of this establishment may he considered as still in its infancy. I should not. 
however, do justice to Mr. Forbes, and his subordinate officers, if I did not mention the 
very great progress which has been made in adopting a system of discipline which was 
strange to all, and in which they had, in a great measure, to become their own instructors. 
The success of their efforts, however, is quite sufficient to prove the really good spirit in 
which it was undertaken, and the energy and zeal which they have exerted in carrying it 
out. Sir. Forbes seems most anxious to adopt, as much as may be possible, the svstem of 
instruction in trades ; but many difficulties have to he overcome in the first working of an 
establishment on a new system; and lie is, I think wisely, commencing, as much as possible, 
with the juvenile classes. I cannot conclude without congratulating him upon having done 
so much in so short a time. 

The female department is well and carefully managed by the Matron and two assistants. 
The prisoners are kept constantly employed, and school instruction is well attended to. 

The Chaplains devote a great deal of time to their separate and important duties. 

Number of Visits by Non-resident Officers during the year. 



Local Inspector, . . . 184 

Surgeon, .... 247 

Protestant Chaplain, . . . 178 

Presbyterian do., . . . 103 

Homan Catholic do., . . . loo 



The Board of Superintendence are constant in their attendance; and every effort is made 
use of on their part to promote the efficiency of an establishment which is every way so 
creditable to their county. 



Commitments during the year. 





Males. 


Females 


Ordinary committals, 


1,077 


382 


Drunkards, .... 


384 


326 








Males, 


1,4G1 


708 


Females, . 


708 




Total, 


2,169 




Recommittals. 


Ordinary committals, 


Males. 


Females 


186 


128 


Drunkards, .... 


113 


239 








Males, 


299 


367 


Females, 


367 


Total, 


666 





Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 
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County of Armagh Gaol. — Visited on the 24th December, 1847. North District. 

State and Accommodation. County Armagh 

Of all the gaols I Lave visited in Ireland, that of Armagh was, on the day of my inspec- Visited Dec. 24,iS47. 
tion from a" combination of circumstances, in the most miserable condition. State and Accom- 

Before I attempt to describe it, I must guard myself from the appearance of throwing modation. 
any censure whatever upon the persons employed in the management of it. Great blame 
may be attributed to the county authorities of former yeai’3, that the evil of insufficient 
accommodation was left so long uuremedied ; but the great misfortune of the county 
at present proceeds from the fact, that the dreadful misery of the year 1847 found them 
engaged in an exceedingly liberal attempt to supply the deficiency. As for the officers of 
the gaol, medical and others, nothing but the most untiring attention could have preserved 
the lives of the inmates during the last year. 

Having premised so much, I will proceed to state facts which require no comment ; first 
mentioning, that while the number of prisoners during the last year has much more than 
doubled, the building of the new wing has much diminished the security of the prison — of 
course increasing the duties of the officers, and rendering restraint of the prisoners more 
necessary. 

Morning State of the Gaol. 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females 


Master debtors, 


. 12 




Summary convictions, 


. 25 


8 


Pauper do., 


. 63 


6 


Lunatics, 


. 3 


- 


Felons convicted, . 


. 43 


3 




— 


— 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 4 


2 


Males, . 


. 207 


66 


Felons untried, 


5 


6 


Females, 


. 66 




Misdemeanants do., 


. 42 


41 




— 




Deserters,. . 


. 4 


- 


Total, 






Revenue Laws, 


. 6 


- 









To accommodate this large number, there are only twenty-six rooms, of various sizes 
some small, some of moderate size, but none sufficiently large to contain the number of 
prisoners crowded into them — on an average more than ten to each room. These rooms 
are divided among the several classes as follows : — 

Master debtors, . . .1 Room. I Male criminals, . . .12 Rooms. 

Male pauper do., . . . G „ Female do., . . . . 6 „ 

Female do. do., . . . 1 „ | 

All classes are of course fearfully crowded, but the greatest scene of misery is in the 
pauper debtor class. Many of these men are old and feeble, with the uncleanly habits 
incident to their condition ; and of them there are 63, with only a single day-room. In the 
male criminal department matters are as bad, except that, being more under control, some 
order and cleanliness can be kept up. The necessity of this will be strikingly apparent 
when I state that in the summer, and during the prevalence of fever, 21 persons occupied 
a single room, and that not a large one. 

Employment and Schools. Employment and 

As to employment and schools, it is needless to say, that in such a state of things as I Scbools ' 
have described, neither can by possibility exist. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

The order and cleanliness existing here was most creditable to the Matron. It may, 
indeed, be matter of wonder, when I mention that 60 women of the lowest classes of the 
community are crowded together in six sleeping-rooms and three day-rooms. 

The school in this department is still going on, but all other employment is at a stand— 
which is the more to be lamented as there is a great deficiency of clothing among the 
prisoners, who might be advantageously employed in making it up. 

There are two separate yards, and the prisoners are merely divided into classes — tried 
and untried. The Matron and her assistant both seem active and efficient. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient : — stirabout and milk for breakfast ; bread and milk 
for dinner. 

The prisoners eat their meals in the cells, in the day-rooms, and even in the passages — 
otherwise there would not be room. The bread is excellent, and there is a fine supply of 
water. The contracts are few, in consequence of the uncertainty of prices — that for bread 
is under 2d. per pound, and milk Id. per gallon. There was a complaint made about the 
quality of the milk, which appeared to me to he quite unfounded. I, however, directed 
that the two kinds should not he mixed in future, as it gave opportunity of complaint. 

Boohs and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The registries are correct ; hut there is not one of revenue prisoners ; neither is there 
any Governor’s journal. Both should be supplied. 

Punishments appear to be few. The abstract of daily consumption is very effective, hut 
differs a little from the form in the Prisons’ Act. 

G 
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Number of Committals to Armagh gaol during the past year. 

Males, . . 713 | Females, . 311 | Total, . . 1,024 

Recommittals. 

Males, . 44 | Females, . 30 | Total, . . 74 



0fficers - Officers. 

I have before recorded my opinion of the conduct of the officers during this trying year, 
but I cannot avoid particularizing the attention and zeal of the excellent Local Inspector* 
and of Doctor Robinson, the Physician, and expressing my conviction of how much is due 
to them for their exertions in trying to keep down disease in the gaol. 

Visits paid by the Non-resident Officers during the past year. 

Local Inspector, . . .213 | Presbyterian Chaplain, . .105 

Surgeon, 245 Roman Catholic do., . . .105 

Protestant Chaplain, . . .113 | Apothecary, .... 226 

It is to be observed, that Doctor Robinson attends the gaol as holding the county infirmary, 
and receives no emolument for attendance in the prison. 

Hospitals. Hospitals. 

The accommodation in the hospital, even before the increase of disease this year, must 
have been quite insufficient ; and during the spring of 1847, before the fever shed was 
built, there were actually 15 fever patients in one ward, with only five beds. 

The shed now built is low and very ill ventilated — quite unfit, in my mind, for the pur- 
pose; hut the waut of space to build a proper one accounts, in a degree, for its insufficiency. 

The hospital hooks are properly kept. Medicines are supplied by an Apothecary, who 
sends in his bill previous to each assize meeting. 

Lunatics. Lunatics. 

There are, fortunately, only three of this class in the gaol. 

The New Building. The Neiv Building. 

The Grand Jury of the comity Armagh, with a liberality worthy of imitation, have voted 
a veiy considerable sum for the purpose of building an addition to their prison, for the 
purpose of testing the separate system. This, when complete, will give an addition of 62 
large and well-arranged cells, on the Pentonville plan. They are now nearly fit for occu- 
pation as sleeping cells ; and I look forward to their at once relieving the dreadfully crowded 
state which at present exists, and usefully promoting the improvement of prison discipline, 
when the present severe pressure shall have passed away. 

It may be considered as a very great aggravation of the evils existing, necessarily, in our 
gaols, that this pressure should have arisen at the very moment when such exertions were 
making, upon the parts of the county authorities of all parts of Ireland, for their 
improvement. 

Board of Superinten- Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet when required. They audit all accounts, and give 
a draft on their Treasurer to pay them, when approved of ; the receipts are produced at 
the next meeting. The Grand Jury present in advance. The plan adopted of drawing on 
the treasurer is not a common one in other counties, but it is said to work well, and is, I 
believe, adopted in consequence of the Bank objecting to keep the accounts. 

. 7. ma J as we ^ r ?^ er h ere the great want of clothing in the gaol — shoes more especially ; 
m tact, not one-third of the prisoners are clothed— and they not sufficiently. The Local 
Inspector, however, promised me that a sum of money — profits of works — which remained, 
unexpended, m ms hands, should at once be applied to this most necessary object : and in 
consideration of this promise, I did not direct the supply to be furnished, and paid for by 
the Collector ot Excise, as I certainly should have done under other circumstances. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



* Bridewells. ‘ 



General Observations. 

The bedding and blankets are good, but scarcely in sufficient quantity for the number of 
prisoners. In many instances the beds are made on the floor, there being insufficient space 
lor bedsteads. The criminal wards are clean, notwithstanding the fearful crowd. There is 
a snmll quantity of clothing in store, which will be issued at once. 

, obliged to remark strongly on the custom which prevails of committing 
children to tie gaols for worliot.se offences. It is destructive to the children themselves, 
Serf,™™ 40 n 16 * SCI P\" e of fw gaol, while it actually gives a triumph to the offender, 
who olten commits a breach of rules or small theft hi order to he transferred to the county 
a S“ mt of the ** 1 >«?g plentiful. The success of one, of course, encourages 
°“|rf ' 3 ° b ° J ’ S m # ao1 at Ar ma gh ; and I was given to understand that a 

adonted at 1 urea em + aen * fi ' om tlle Newl 7 Union workhouse, as the practice is not 
adopted at Lurgan, and but m a very slight degree at Armagh. 



The bridewells are under the control of the Board of Superintendence— a plan which i 
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of the greatest benefit to these small prisons. I am most anxious that it should be rendered North District. 
imperative by law, as it has invariably worked admirably wherever adopted voluntarily. —— , 

All the bridewell accounts are kept and paid by the Local Inspector of the county gaol, mnty Gaol” >a9 
who visits the prisons occasionally, and orders all supplies from the gaol. This is indepen- 
dent of the superintendence of the Clerical Local Inspector, residing in the neighbourhood. 

Dr. Kidd reported favourably on the condition of the bridewells generally ; but press of 
more urgent business prevented my inspecting any but that of Lurgan. I found it clean 
and well kept ; but the water in the pump wells had been spoiled by the neighbouring 
gas-works which is a great evil. The walls are too low. The books are correctly kept. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 



County of Cavan Gaol. — Visited 16th December, 1847. 

On the day of my visit to this gaol there were 187 prisoners of all classes in custody, 
divided as follows : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, 


. 6 


1 


Poor debtors, 


. 40 


2 


Felons convicted, . 


. 24 


1 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 14 


4 


Felons untried, 


. 33 


8 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 21 


6 


Revenue prisoner, . 


1 


— 


Summary convictions, 


. 8 


5 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Lunatics, 


. 3 


2 


Hospital, 


7 


1 


Males, . 


. 157 


30 


Females, 


. 30 




Total, 


. 187 





Count y of Cavan 
Gaol. 

Visited Dec. 16,1847. 



Employment and Schools. state and Accom- 

To accommodate this number there are 86 cells, including the hospitals, so that in modation. 
many instances there were three in the cells intended for one. The bedding was clean, 
and of excellent quality; the cells also were as clean as possible, with labels on all, 
describing the inmates by name, and stating the crime of each. Classification is almost 
done away - with, necessarily. The furniture in the day-rooms is good and clean, and the 
kitchen roomy and in good order. 

While speaking of the accommodation of the prison, I cannot avoid remarking on the 
immense evil of the number of pauper debtors confined in this county — forty persons in 
one ward, many of them sick and old ; a great number are detained as over-holding land. 

Now, surely, this is a class which the county, in justice, should not be obliged to feed. 

I know that there is no doubt of the obligation to support those who cannot feed them- 
selves ; but there is a power of compelling the creditors to pay half-a-crown a week for 
the support of the prisoner, and so to relieve the county of what I must consider an 
unjust burden. It must also be considered, that a great part of the ill health, now so 
lamentably prevalent in the Irish prisons, may be traced to tliis impoverished and 
miserable class. Taking this view of it, it must be considered the imperative duty of 
all persons to diminish the number by all available means. 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

There is a very fair portion of employment carried on in this prison. The whole of the Schools, 
clothing is made up in the gaol, but the materials are purchased, except linen, the making 
of which employs two looms. Shoemakers and tailors are kept busy ; and many of the 
younger prisoners are instructed in trades by the turnkeys, most of whom are trades- 
men. School is kept in the chapel every day from 10 o’clock till noon. The registry 
is correctly kept, and the schoolmaster seems qualified. _ Bibles are distributed through 
the cells and day-rooms. There is a large class engaged in stone-breaking, who are well 
superintended, and kept apart from each other. 



Female Department. Female Department 

The female department is entirely separated from the male ; but the benefit arising from 
this has been almost done away with, by the introduction of a strange anomaly which I 
shall describe when speaking of the hospitals. There is a school kept ; and the women 
are employed in spinning for the looms, and making and mending for the gaol. The 
laundry is very small and confined, and altogether very deficient. Now, as this might 
easily be remedied, it ought to be done at once. Some new cells have been built in this 
department, but from some misapprehension have been made so large, that much space, 
which would have afforded more cells for separation, has been lost. The day-rooms _ 
are good. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary in this gaol is one of which I cannot entirely approve, namely, — eight 
ounces of oatmeal made into stirabout, for breakfast, and one pound of whole-meal bread 
for dinner. My experience is, that these articles used together with mixed milk, half 
new and half buttermilk, are decidedly un wholesome, and must lead to dysentery ; and I 
think the report of Dr. Roe on the state of the prisons bears out my view ^ The mixture. 
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County of Cavan 
'Gaol. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers. 



Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



Bridewells. 



of tlie milk I decidedly object to — first, for the reason I have already stated ; and second, 
because it induces the prisoners to fancy they are defrauded, it being impossible to persuade 
them that the proportions are observed in the mixing. This I have observed in several gaols. 
On the whole, I should recommend either that rice be substituted for half the quantity 
of oatmeal used in the stirabout — four ounces of rice for four ounces of oatmeal — or that 
white bread be used instead of brown. With regard to the mixing of the mill .- I am 
certain I need only remark, that it is not sanctioned by the schedule of the Prisons’ Act, 
and is consequently, without the approval of the court of Queen’s Bench, illegal, in 
order to ensure its being given up at once. 

Boohs and Accounts. 

There are several registries kept, — first, the usual criminal registry ; second, that for 
summary convictions ; third, the debtors’ registry ; and fourth, that for revenue prisoners. 
The. visitors’ book is properly kept, and also the separate journals for the Chaplains. 
Punishments seem to be few. The abstract of daily consumption is in accordance with 
the Act, and checked weekly by the Local Inspector. Altogether, tliis department is very 
well arranged. 

Officers. 

The officers of all classes seem to take pains with their duties, and consequently the 
prison is orderly, and discipline well preserved. There is no uniform for the subordinate 
officers, which is always a disadvantage to their respectability of appearance. 

Number of visits paid by Non-resideut Officers during the past year. 

Local Inspector, . . . 226 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . .143 

Surgeon, 139 Roman Catholic do., . . . 140 

Protestant Chaplain, . . . 187 | 

Hospitals. 

A new and good hospital has been built in this gaol, but unfortunately, the pressure 
of numbers rendered it necessary to give it over for the use of the women, and now, 
nothing can be in a more anomalous state than tliis department. It has also, I am sorry 
to say, been unhealthy ; and the number of deaths during the last year has far exceeded 
the average. I can easily fancy the difficulty of providing accommodation for a rapidly 
increasing number of sick ; but the plan adopted — that of placing the male fever patients 
at the top of the female prison, with a common staircase — is one which I am certain 
could only have been adopted as a temporary measure, and cannot be intended to con- 
tinue. It is contrary to all rules of discipline, both moral and sanitary. It would have 
been far better to have built_ sheds for fever patients, or better still, to have taken part of 
the untried prisoners’ yard, No. 1, and built a good hospital of two stories, which it appears 
to me might ho done at little expense. At all events, that space might he easily formed 
into a most excellent fever shed. 

Lunatics. 

There were some points, with regard to the treatment of the females of tliis unfortunate 
class, on which it had beer, my intention to have remarked ; but as I find, by a communi- 
cation which I have received since my inspection, that the evils I speak of have been 
remedied already, I shall not say more, than to express a hope that the measures now 
adopted may be persevered in. The male lunatics were under charge of the gate 
turnkey m a ward apart, and seemed well and kindly cared. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meets once a month, and check the accounts half- 
yearly, previous to the assume. The Grand Jury do not present in advance ; the bills, 
consequently are only discharged once in six months. Tliis, I cannot help thinking is 
always an evil m itself ; and 1 should much wish to see it altered, as I am certain monthly 
payments are best for all parties. 3 

General Observations. 

A slipper hath and shower hath for prisoners, when first brought in, have been got for 
the use ot the prison, witlun the last year,— a most salutary improvement. The contracts 
except for white bread, seem moderate. 

Number of Commitments during the past year. 

Males, . . 850 | Females, . . 213 | Total, 

Recommittals. 

Males, . . 20 | Females, . 9 | Total, . . 29 

^ 3 ciphne Sman I ' ^0I>0^ti °"• an<1 “Stable to the county as well as to Mr. Gillogly’s 

T , ... . Bridewells. 

1)6 Se< w b / S en eral report, that circumstances put it quite out of my power 
to make any effectual inspection of the bridewells. I, however, received a mos/satks 
factory report of Cootehill, Bailieborough, and Ballyconnell bridewells from a 
competent authority, Mr. Gfflogly the Governor of the county gad? by whidi R appears 
that they are all in good order, and properly supplied with necessaries from Cavan. 



1,0G3 



Clement Johnson, Inspector- General 
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County of Donegal Gaol, at Lifford. — Visited 20th December, 1847. 

State and Accommodation. 

This prison has, fortunately, in a great degree, escaped the overcrowding so common 
elsewhere ; and consequently, the effects of care and attention are more obvious than in 
other places, where I doubt not they are equally bestowed. Nothing could be cleaner 
or more perfectly neat than I found Lifford gaol the day of my inspection ; and it was 
perfectly evident, that such was merely its usual state. The cells were in perfect order ; 
the bedding, good and sufficient. The furniture in the day-rooms was in excellent repair ; 
and the whole arrangements in this part of the prison management most creditable. I 
regret to say, however, that the supply of clothing is very deficient, — in fact, there were 
only 52 suits in the entire gaol. Mr. Clarke, however, promised that the early attention 
of the Board should be called to the matter, and I, consequently, did not direct him to 
furnish clothing through means of the collector of excise, which otherwise it would have 
been my duty to do. The flagging in the day-rooms is very bad ; I should recommend 
the whole to be relaid. 

The numbers in gaol on the day of my inspection were as follow : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, 


. 3 


- 


Summary convictions, 


. 10 


G 


Pauper do.. 


. 10 


- 


Lunatics, 


. 15 


1 


Convicted felons, . 


. 28 


5 




— 


— 


Do. misdemeanants, 10 


3 


Males, . 


. 104 


22 


Felons untried, 


. 9 


2 


Females, 


22 




Misdemeanants do., 


. 1 


- 




— 




Vagrants, 


. 1 


- 


Total, 


. 126 




Soldiers tried, 


1 


- 


Crown witnesses, . 


. 2 




Revenue prisoners, 


. 10 


5 




128 





The debtors’ class in this gaol is less numerous than usual, and more in accordance 
with the limits of the accommodation. 

There has been a new and well-divided chapel built during the year over where the 
old chapel stood. The latter has been converted into a range of solitary cells, of a very 
good construction, each well furnished with an open yard and privy. The kitchen, also 
which has been taken off one of the ranges, is well arranged, but I do not think the gaol 
had room to afford such a diminution. 

Employment and Schools. 

As may be remarked in all gaols where the prisoners’ clothing is deficient, there are no 
works earned on in Lifford, except stone-breaking — no trades .are taught — so that neither 
the prisoners nor the county derive the advantages they might from a well-directed system 
of industry. The reason why a system of works, and good clothing for the prisoners 
are usually found together, I believe to be, that where the former exists, the expenditure 
for the latter is not felt. This fact alone is quite sufficient to prove that works benefit 
all parties. There arc looms in the prison, but they are, I grieve to say, idle. 

It is far more satisfactory to me to speak of the school department, which seems well 
and efficiently conducted under an intelligent and well-qualified master. 

There is a small library of good and well-chosen books attached to each ward : this is 
a system deserving of much commendation. The schoolmaster attends for an hour each 
day in the several wards, and the progress of his pupils seems highly creditable to his 
industry and attention. 

Female Department. 

There is sufficient accommodation for the women, but it is inconvenient and scattered ; 
and the room set apart as an hospital cannot be safe in case of contagious diseases. 
There is a room on the upper floor occasionally used for debtors, which I should consider 
much fitter for the purpose. The Matron seems an active and intelligent person, but 
requires assistance ; without it, she can have no possible means either of classifying her 
prisoners, or superintending them sufficiently. The presence of lunatics in the wards 
must render matters worse. There are supposed to be three classes, but the want of 
supervision must render the division almost useless. 

The women are generally kept employed; and such being the case, it is not very 
creditable that they should not be clothed. All the washing is done in the gaol. The 
laundry is small, but it and the drying-room are neatly kept ; indeed, the whole of the 
ward is strictly clean. The Matron, as might be supposed, from the multifarious nature 
of her duties, has no time to keep a school. ■ 

Dietary. 

The dietary consists of 4 oz. of oatmeal, and 4 oz. of Indian meal, made into stirabout, 
each day for breakfast. 

For four days in the week, 12 oz. of meal (half oatmeal, and half Indian meal), 
for dinner, with a pint of sweet milk. On the remaining three days, 1 lb. of bread 
and a pint of sweet milk. There is no doubt that this is quite sufficient, but I dislike 
much the habit of giving two meals of stirabout in the same day. 

I went round the wards when the prisoners were at dinner, and nothing could be more 
orderly and neat than the mode in which then- meals were set out. 

The contracts appear to be moderate : — Bread per lb., lfd. ; oatmeal per cwt., 13s. 9d.\ 
Indian meal per cwt., 11s. ; new milk per gallon, 6 id. 



North District. 

County of Donegal 
Gaol, ut Lifford. 
Visited JDec.20, 1847. 
State and Accommo- 
dation . 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 
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County of Donegal The whole of this department is well arranged. 

Gaol, at Lifford. The registry is well kept, and also the account of daily consumption; and the system of 

Books and Accounts, checks upon expenditure is excellently arranged. 

Officers. Officers. 

The Local Inspector and the Governor appear to devote much time and attention to 
their duty ; and every thing in the prison winch depends upon them, is most creditable. 
If a little more latitude in expenditure were given to them, I am convinced there would 
not be any thing to find fault with in the gaol. Indeed, the want of employment is all 
that is really to be objected to ; and I am convinced that the Board would find an alteration 
in this respect, economical in the end. 

The subordinate officers are, I think, an intelligent and respectable body of men. 

The number of visits paid by the extern officers will be found below. 

Local Inspector, . . • . . S7 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . .115 

Surgeon, . . . . . . .172 Roman Catholic do., .... 125 

Protestant Chaplain, also Local Inspector, . 40 j 

Hospital. Hospital. 

The hospital is small, and smokes very much ; it is in the range of the wards, and the 
space it occupies is much wanting to increase the number of cells. The cold and warm 
baths are good ; the latter supplied from the kitchen boiler. 

There is an admirable situation for a new hospital in the angle at the right of the 
entrance, corresponding - with that where the chapel stands ; and I have hopes, when the 
present temporary distress has passed over, that the Grand Jury will complete their gaol 
by erecting one. 

The medical attendant appears to pay the greatest attention to his patients, and his 
hospital registries are exceedingly well arranged. 

Lunatics. Lunatics. 

Tho lunatics are unfortunately very numerous — fifteen. They occupy two wards, and 
very materially interfere with the classification and order of the prison. 

For themselves, they are well and kindly taken care of, under the charge of one of the 
turnkeys, who was sent for a period to the asylum at Deny, in order to acquire some 
experience in the proper mode of treating them. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board assembles once in each month to inspect and check the accounts. Thev 
give an order to the Local Inspector to pay off all bills due, and examine the vouchers at 
their next meeting. Their accounts are well and clearly kept. 

General Observa- General Observations. 

tlons- The privies are difficult to clean, from the original faulty construction of the, sewers a 

point too often overlooked in the building of prisons, but, nevertheless, of great impor- 
tance. The libraries in the wards aro under the care of the turnkeys, who give out 
books to tho prisoners on application, whenever they have time and inclination to read. 

There appears to be a great deal of room wasted in the day-rooms. There are nine for 
four classes. I should think they might easily and profitably be converted into workshops. 
The supply of water in the gaol is good. The bedding in the cells is clean, good, and 
sufficient. The tickens are changed once in six weeks; the sheets once a month. On the 
whole, cleanliness is to be found in all parts of the prison. 

The beds, of cast-iron, are light, and of a better construction than is usually seen. 

The clothing of the officers is very good. 

Number of Committals during the past year. 





Males, 


. 400 | 


Females, . . 122 | 

Recommittals. 


Total, . 


. 522 


Bridewells. 


Males, 


. 21 | 


Females, . . 9 | 

Bridewells. 


| Total, . 


. 30 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



The IradeTvellB of this comity I to not able to visit, on account of the extreme press 
of business connected with the convict service, but I received reports concerning them 
all from the resident Local Inspectors, through Mr. Clarke, and I am happy to say that 
those reports arc most satisfactory, more especially as regards the character and conduct 
of the keepers. As these men are, I understand, always selected by the Board of 
Superintendence from among their own experienced officers, it was to be expected that 
they should do credit to them selection. 



There are some repairs wanting at Letterkenny, and the yard is described as insecure. 
Such remarks make me wish that the Board would adopt the system which I have found 
to work so well in Galway and other counties, — of appointing either their own Local 
Inspector or Governor, to visit and report periodically on these matters, which would 
then be attended to at once. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 
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County of Down Gaol, at Downpatrick Visited 29th December, 1847. Nobth District. 

State and Accommodation. County of DoumGaol, 

at Downpatrick. 

This gaol, wliicli is quite sufficiently Targe, not only for the numbers confined in Visited Dec. 29 , 1347 . 
ordinary years, but nearly capacious enough for the overflowing committals of the present, State and Accom- 
did not. by any means, preseut as wretched an appearance as some that I have lately nidation, 
inspected. The -wide space of ground upon which it stands, — its healthy and elevated 
position, with its roomy yards and fine extensive prospect, give it altogether an aspect 
of cheerfulness, of which it would be difficult to deprive it. As it is not overcrowded, 
classification is tolerably well carried out, and would be more completely so, were it not 
that 29 prisoners, under rule of transportation, have been unavoidably detained in it for 
many montlis. There are seven classes of male prisoners ; but the summary convictions 
and misdemeanants are unavoidably placed in the same yard. There are only 10 boys 
prisoners in the gaol, in consequence of the habit — so much to be deprecated — of com- 
mitting children for petty workhouse offences, not prevailing in the neighbouring poor- 
liouses — a fact which I consider most creditable to the managers of those institutions. 

The sewers of this gaol are pretty good, but they are difficult to open ; and the solitary 
cells, two of which are in each ward, are not fit to keep prisoners in during the night. 

This is, however, of less consequence, as the discipline of the gaol is carried on with a 
very slight degree of punishment. 

Morning state on the 29th of December, — 

Glasses. Males. Females. 

Master debtors, . . 3 1 

Poor debtors, . . 33 4 

Convicted felons, . 64 10 

Do. misdemeanants, . 10 — 

Untried felons, .25 19 

Do. misdemeanants, 3 1 

Deserters, ... 1 

Of these, 19 males and five females were in hospital. 

Accommodation. 

Single cells, . . . .210 I Day-rooms, .... 13 

Solitary do., . . . .1C Hospitals, ..... 3 

Rooms with bods, ... 24 | Yards, 1G 

Besides baths, kitchen, laundry, and chapel. 

The whole of the lower story in each of the ranges is almost entirely lost, being cut 
up and sub-divided so as to be rendered nearly useless. The partitions should be taken 
down, and good sized work-rooms made of the many small, close rooms in which the 
prisoners are now employed — three and four together. Where separation cannot be had, 
supervision is the next best thing to which we can resort ; and this can never be had 
with a limited number of officers, where the prisoners are divided into small clusses in 
confined rooms. 

Employment and School. Employment and 

School is regularly kept in the chapel for all classes, from 10 o’clock till 12 each day ; School, 
this answers pretty well, as a turnkey is constantly present to supervise the prisoners, and 
their being collected in classes, is not more injurious here than in the wards. Mr. Copeland, 
the schoolmaster, who is an excellent and intelligent officer, seems to think that a far more 
ignorant class of persons has been committed this year, than the usual inmates of the 
prison. The registries in this department are properly kept, and the progress they 
exhibit is creditable ; but I think the time allotted to such a numerous body is too short ; 
and the many other avocations of the schoolmaster, must seriously interfere with his 
attention to his own department. 

The trades are carried on in workshops, in the small divisions of the lower ranges of 
which I have before spoken. The places allotted to the shoemakers, tailors, and weavers, 
are too small for the numbers placed in them. The clothing is in general all made in the 
gaol. Seven looms are usually at work ; and several of the juvenile prisoners have been 
instructed in trades by the turnkeys, of whom one is a tailor, a second, a shoemaker, and 
a third, a weaver. Good blankets are made ; and the bedding seems very good on the 
whole, though some of it is light for the season of the year. The additional employments 
for male prisoners consist of labour on the wheel, stone-breaking, freestone-pounding, 
and oakum picking. 24 well-constructcd sheds for stone-breaking have been lately built. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

There are two Matrons to superintend these wards. The apartments are large, any, 
and well divided from each other; there is, however, only classification according to 
character. The prisoners are kept constantly employed, and this, with supervision, is as 
much as can be effectively done, unless the number of officers were much increased. 

The mixture of debtors and criminals, however, is quite wrong, and should be rectified at 
once. The laundry is small and confined, and a stove is much wanting in the drying- 
room. The yard attached is large and airy. The cells are clean and wholesome. The 
usual employments are carried on amongst the women ; and all are engaged at sewing, 
knitting, spinning, carding, or washing. 



Glasses. Males. Females. 

Summary convictions, .17 6 

Lunatics, ... 11 1 

Males, . . 167 42 

Females, . 42 

Total, . . 209 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




56 



APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



North District. 

Conn li/ of Down Gaol, 
at Downpatrick. 
Books anti Accounts. 



Books and Accounts. 

The criminal registry is well kept, but the spaces .for setting forth the crime and per- 
sonal description arc far too small : I would recommend a second book for a description 
registry, keeping the numbers of the criminals the same in each for facility of reference. 
The punishments are few in number, and light; the book is in a good form, and well kept. 
The abstract of daily consumption is in conformity with the schedule of the Prisons’ Act ; 
but the system of carrying on the issues for the whole period of six months, is bad. I 
should flunk it much more simple to close each month separately, and carry on the totals 
at the end of the half-year. The system of checks on the issues of provisions, &c., is 
good and effective. 

Proper work accounts are kept with the prisoners ; but it would facilitate examination 
much if the receipts were appended to the accounts in the book, instead of keeping- 
separate dockets, wliich it is almost impossible to examine. 



Dietary. 



Officers. 



Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



General Oliserra- 



Bridewell. 



Dietary. 

The dietary is sufficient in quantity. Breakfast — 8 oz. of oatmeal, made into stirabout, 
and a pint of new milk. Dinner — 1 lb. of household bread, with broth and cocoa on 
alternate days. The bread I do not think was at all equal to the description ; it was 
made in fiat cakes, and seemed sour. A change in this matter is necessary. 

The contracts were as follow: — Bread, 1-id. per lb.; oatmeal, average 15s. Gd. per 
cwt. ; meat, id. per lb. ; new milk, 9 d. per gallon. 

Officers. 

There is no Local Inspector ; and, as the Governor was veiy unwell, I was attended 
through the gaol by Mr. \V atenvorth, the deputy-governor — a very intelligent and efficient 
officer, and, I should say, most useful in his' department. The other officers seemed 
intelligent and active men ; and the whole staff seems creditable to the comity. Three 
turnkeys remain in the guard-room every night — only one being on duty in rotation ; beds 
are provided for the other two, but they are so old and bad, as to be almost unfit for 
use ; they should be changed for the sake of the appearance of the gaol. The visits 

of the extern officers were as follow, during the Last year : 

Protestant Chaplain, . . .133 I Homan Catholic Chaplain, . . 123 

Presbyterian do., ... 219 | Surgeon, 290 

Hospital. 

The hospital is small in comparison with the wants of the prison during the last year ; 
but a large, any work-room in another part of the gaol was set apart for the dysentery 
patients, wliich relieved the hospital much. The reception wards and baths are in the 
hospital ; could they be placed elsewhere, much room would be gained. Dr. Brabazon 
is most attentive to his patients; hut a proper hospital-hook should he kept, setting 
forth the dates ot admission and discharge of the patients, as well as the nature of 
the disease. The prescription book should also be kept in a more permanent form. 
Lunatics. 

This class, 10 in number, is under the charge of one of the turnkeys appointed for 
the purpose, with three prisoners to assist him. The patients seem to be kindly treated 
and are very manageable. J ’ 

Board of Superintendence. 

The members meet every month to chock the accounts. A draft is given to the account- 
ant to settle all hills, and the receipts are produced the following - month. The Grand 
Jury present in advance. The want of a Local Inspector appears in the mode in which 
the payments are made. Mr. Copeland, the schoolmaster, seems to do his work very 
well as accountant, hut it is out of his proper place, and must interfere with his other 
duties. I wish to point out to the Grand Jury the 65th section of the Prisons’ Act, 
whereby those duties connected with the providing food and necessaries for the prisoners 
are distinctly imposed upon the Local Inspector; and I think, upon examination of the 
clause, they will agree with me, that a legal necessity exists that such an officer should be 
appointed. 

General Observations. 

The store is clean and well kept. Some of the prison clothing would require renewal. 
The chapel is large, and well divided; and the debtors’ quarters are admirably constructed; 
indeed, I would wish tlm whole prison had been built on the same plan. The debtors 
are not clothed. The prisoners’ own clothing is well arranged in a store over the grate • 
they are purified with chloride of lime before being put up. 

Bridewell. 

This prison, to which vast numbers of persons have been committed during- the past 
year, appears to be much neglected. The roof, which was reported more than°two years 
ago by Dr. White, still remains in the same dilapidated condition. There is no pump 
though it is specially directed by the Prisons’ Act that prisoners should have access to 
water ; and the bedding is stated by the keeper to he quite insufficient for the numbers 
usually m the bndewell during quarter sessions. The keeper himself appears to be a 
respectable and well-disposed man, but he has many difficulties to contend with ■ and a 
great deal of disease has existed in the bridewell during the past year. The books and 
accounts are correct. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 
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County of Fermanagh Gaol, at Enniskillen.—' Visited 17th December, 1847. North LUstiuct. 

State and Accommodation. County of Fermanagh 

. . . . Gaol , at Ennitltillcn. 

This prison consists of a new building containing G6 cells, constructed for carrying out visUedDec.\- . 
the separate system, and attached, in rather an extraordinary manner, to the old gaol. state and A ccom- 
This last is a miserable building, constructed upon the very worst principles, or rather upon modation. 
no principle of any kind, and is gloomy, ill ventilated, and in every way inconvenient. 

The new building is large and airy, and the cells unnecessarily large. It is still in an 
unfinished state ; and although the cells are advantageously occupied as sleeping rooms in 
the present crowded state of the prison, they could not, even if the numbers in gaol would 
allow of then- being so used, be occupied for trying the separate system, for many reasons. 

The supply of water is deficient in consequence of the new pump having failed ; and the 
heatin" apparatus has not been brought into operation. It is, however, in progress of 
preparation, under the superintendence of Mr. Turner, of Dublin, and I expect will be very 
complete when finished ; moreover, the means directed by law for allowing the prisoners 
to communicate until the officers have not yet been supplied. _ 

I append the morning state of the gaol in proof that classification must suffer here, as 
elsewhere, in consequence of overflowing numbers. 



Classes. 

Master debtors, 

Pauper do., 

Rule of transportation, 
Felons convicted, . 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Vagrancy, 

Summary convictions. 



Morning state of Enniskillen gaol. 



Males. Females. 



Classes. Males. 

Lunatics, . . . . 6 

Soldiers and Revenue prisoners, 11 



Males, 
Females, . 
Children, . 

Total, 



. 187 
. 54 



. 247 



confined in 102 cells and 6 rooms containing more than 3 beds. 



Females. 

2 

54 



The debtors’ class, as usual, containing 55 individuals in very inadequate accommodation, 
is that for which least can be done. The presence of the convicts, also, is another great 
but unavoidable evil. Including, with these two classes, the lunatics, there are upwards of 
80 persons in the gaol whoso presence must be considered in a degree a grievance, and an 
obstacle in the way of improvement in discipline or instruction. 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

As far as accommodation will permit the prisoners are kept employed— there are thre^ 
looms at work, preparing materials for clothing. A good deal of carpenters’ work is done 
in the gaol, and a shoemaker's shop and several tailors are kept in constant employment. 

These latter are at work in a very close and confined room, but the Governor tells me there 
is not any other which could he spared for the purpose, llad some of the money, so 
injudiciously aud lavishly expended in building ill-constructed sheds for the stone-breakers, 
been laid out in providing workshops for tradesmen, it would have been more creditable to 
the authorities. Money more wasted than in the construction of these sheds, which do not 
even defend the labourers from the weather, can hardly be conceived. _ 

There are some very excellent clogs made in the gaol, at Is. 3d. a pair, with non tips. 

The schoolmaster is old and feeble; he, however, attends an hour daily in each class, 
and in many instances the prisoners have made considerable progress ; lus registries are 
properly kept. 

Female Department. Female Department. 



It cannot be expected that any reformatory discipline can exist m tins department, when 
I state that there are 40 women in 12 cells, and 3 very small and confined day-rooms. It 
is hardly to be wondered at that there are 14 in hospital. I beg it to be understood, that 
in my remarks here, and in other parts of my report, upon the exceedingly crowded state 
of some parts of this prison, and the consequent absence of proper separation of classes, 
that I am far from intending to throw any blame upon the officers of the prison, who all 
in their degree, were anxious to make the very most of then- limited accommodation ; but 
the fact is not less to be lamented on that account. To add to the crowd, there were 12 
children in the wards, almost of necessity taken in, with their mothers. Ihcy were all 
employed sewing, knitting, spinning, and washing. . . 

The apartments of. the women are in the old gaol, and very imperfectly separated from 
the other parts of the prison. . . » 

The wards were clean, but there was hardly any clothing provided for the prisoners, who 
mostly wore their own dresses. I shall speak upon this subject elsewhere. 

Dietary. 



that 



The dietary of this gaol is good and sufficient, in fact, in no way objectionable, . except 
at it consists of two meals of stirabout ; to this I have a very groat objeefaon at all times 



but move especially during the prevalence of dysentery. The great change which has 
taken place, however, in the usual articles of food through tho country, ^11 render it 
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Nort h Dis trict, necessary to issue fresli rules with regard to the dietaries, which are much wanting in many 
County of Fermanagh the prisons. 

Ouol, at Enniskillen. I here are four cells used as stores for food, and dressing flax for the looms. Could they 
be spared, they would be most useful in enlarging the general accommodation of the prison. 



Books andAecounts. Books and Accounts. 

The registry is good in form and well kept. The debtors’ registry full and accurate in 
its details. The Governor’s journal is also excellent in form. 

The abstract of daily consumption is kept in conformity with the schedule of the Act. 
There are no pass-books kept, but I recommended the adoption of common check-books, 
between the Governor and the persons supplying goods to the gaol. 

The accounts of work and profits appear accurately kept, and make a very creditable 
show ; but I wish to call the attention of the Board to the 107th section of the Prisons’ 
Act, which directs that an account shall be kept with each prisoner employed in the gaol, 
and one-third of the profits of his earnings should be credited to such prisoner. Now, as 
far as I could learn, this clause has never been complied with, and I wish to point out the 
necessity which exists that it should be attended to at once. 



Officers. 



Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 



General Obser- 
■ rations. 



Officers. 

The Governor seems to be an active, zealous, and very intelligent officer, whom I hope 
to see at some future time, when his gaol will be in a state to give scope to his good 
qualities. The subordinate officers seem well chosen ; but I would much recommend their 
being supplied with uniform, which tends much to the preservation of habits of discipline 
and regularity when they are out of the prison, on duty, or otherwise. 

The number of visits paid by the non-resident officers during the past year is exceedingly 
creditable to them, and shows great attention to their several duties. 



Local Inspector, . . . 121 

Surgeon, ..... 372 
Protestant Chaplain, . . .162 



Presbyterian Chaplain, . .178 

Roman Catholic do., . . .188 



Hospitals. 

Ihe new hospital, which has been built is exceedingly well designed, but it appeared to 
me that the separation of the sexes was not attended to as it should be, and as the building 
anords the means of doing. What I wish to convey is, that in no instance should there be 
a common stair in use. 

The wards are very roomy and airy. 

One half of the upper story, which' is completely separated from the rest of the building 
is used for the male lunatics, who seem to be comfortably lodged, but the rooms were close 
and foul tor want of opening the windows. 



n , . , Lunatics. 

bee hospital. 

General Observations. 

_» ?h e dottm g for poor prisoners is very insufficient, both in quantity and quality. That 

tS-LT ' U, ™. tro “ s “ s ' ‘O lo lined. It is made in the |aol, and area 

improvement is necessary m its supply. 6 b 

There are only three large day-rooms for the criminal prisoners— a fact, which of itself 

?o™tvf°r r C ^? ti0 ?' Wh ! ct is ** more ‘o b! lamented, as fgreFnlher of 
} oung boj s are conf ned for larcemes of food, who cannot, supposing them to have done 
it through want, hut sufler from communication with the older prisoners It is much 
Thert e Fe d ftat . S0m , 0 mode of punishment could be used for this class. 

• r f °, e ;' y drunkards committed to this gaol, only 18 during the year I am 
ewXfct.° tonk iat 46 SyStem ° f W “ Mng a ” d semiring them has froduced a benefi- 
A rug has been supplied in addition to the former allowance of bedding for each prisoner 
£ afga1r Pr0Teme “‘- aeetS aU ° are ased ’ -Mb “well as L SSSfiJS 

The hard labour class is very large ; and the exercise yards, intended to be used under 
the separate system, are at present occupied by stone-breiers. 

certainly t° v ^ d! iT ° f f 7 “' s P ecti ™. * very wet and stormy one 

wiS£ i^ew p^ofle ’ ma ” 7 ° f fte j0intB and the 



Males, 



Number of Committals during the year. 

966 j Females, . 322 | Total 



I 



Recommittals. 

Mates,. .19 | Females, . { 

A very creditable disproportion — only 1 in 46 
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prices were moderate. In tlie montli of December last year, oatmeal, iu many districts, 
reached the enormous price of from 28s. to 30s. per cwt. 

Bridewells. 

The only bridewell in this comity, Newtownbutler, I was unfortunately, from want of 
time and press of business, unable to visit. I have, however, received a detailed report of 
its state from Mr. Jeffers, the Governor of the gaol, in which he states it to be in excel- 
lent order, and not deficient in any requisite. 



North District. 

County of Fermanagh 
Gaol, at Enniskillen. 
Bridewells. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 



Carrick-on-Shannon Gaol, at Leitrim.— Visited 19tii November, 1847. 

State and Accommodation. 

A comparison between the numbers confined in this gaol on the day of my inspection, 
and the number of cells, will show that it contained considerably more than double the 
number of prisoners that it is calculated to afford proper accommodation for. Generally 
speaking, the cells and passages, day-rooms, &c., were clean, but might be improved by 
a little more attention to minutue. Some of the bedding required washing, and the 
furniture was rather out of repair. I am perfectly sensible that few gaols in Ireland have 
gone through a severer trial, during the past year, than this, and to that circumstance I 
attribute these deficiencies. The debtors’ rooms are very much crowded, but not so 
unwholesomely as they have been. At one period during the year there were 100 
persons confined in four bed-rooms ami two small day-rooms. This must have been per- 
fectly dreadful ; but I much fear that while the present law of arrest continues, matters 
will gradually become worse. There is but one yard for the debtors of both classes. 

The yard belonging to the hard labour class is small, cold, and damp, and quite unfit 
for the purpose for which it is intended. I do not think its being in the vicinity of the 
wheel a sufficient reason for using it for so large a class. 

There were confined on the day of my inspection, — 



CuTrick-on-Shunnon 
Gaol , at Leitrim. 
Visited Nov. 19,1847. 
State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Debtors of all classes, . 
Male criminals, . 

Do. lunatics, 

Female criminals, 



. 38 Female lunatics, . 

. 97 

. 1 Total, . 

. 44 



To accommodate this number, there were only 77 single cells, 
rooms. 



. 5 
. 185 



and 20 beds in other 



The number of Commitments during the last year, was,— 

Males, . . . 287 1 Females, . . 57 | Total, . . -344 

Recommitments. 

Males, . . . 4 | Females, . . 10 | Total, , . .14 

The chapel is well divided, but very small. 

Employment and Schools. Employment and 

There is, I am sorry to say, no employment whatever carried on in this prison, with the 
exception of stone and bone breaking. These occupations may ho used as punishment, 
but as reformatory discipline, they are of no use whatever ; and even supposing a prisoner 
to leave the gaol uncontaminated by association, he can have derived no benefit whatever 
iu the way of acquiring habits of industry or the means of self-support. This is much to be 
lamented, more particularly in a prison, where, np to the present time, no clothing has 
been issued, in the manufacture of which, so many might bo advantageously employed. 

A school is kept in the wards for two hours each day. The turnkeys assist in instructing 
the prisoners. The registries are correctly kept, and the schoolmaster appears qualified 
and attentive. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

The female prisoners occupy the old gaol, which is small, damp, gloomy, and dark. 

The laundry also is very small and inconvenient, but there is a good airy yard attached to 
it. The women are only classed according to character, and arc kept constantly employed 
at needle-work, washing, and attending school. 



Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary is good aud sufficient ; bread and soup, stirabout and milk. Complaints are 
made that the milk is occasionally bad, hut as the funds are exhausted, the Local Inspector 
cannot control the contractor by purchasing in the market. 

Books and Accounts Books and Accounts. 

There are nine registries of different descriptions kept in this gaol, which must occasion 
an immensity of unnecessary trouble, besides rendering the system difficult to follow, 
ill-. Irwin cannot attend properly to liis duties as Governor, and keep so many books ; he 
would require a clerk or deputy-governor. The Gate Porter’s book is very well kept. 
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North District. 

Carrick-on-Shtmnon 
Gaol, at Leitrim. 
Officers. 



Hospitals. 



The contracts have all to be made at high prices, as the power of paying the contractor 
monthly no longer exists. On the whole, the books are creditably kept. 



The officers seem well disposed and attentive, but they have little power to be useH, 
as there is not any system of employment in the prison, which is the only sure foundation 
of discipline. , . „ 

The number of visits paid by the extern officers during the year, was as follows : — 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, . 



325 

301 



Protestant Chaplain, . 
Roman Catholic do., . 



105 

97 



Hospitals. 

The hospital is small, and has been quite inadequate to accommodate the number of 
patients during the past year. It is well divided, but the yards are small and confined. 

There is not any proper registry kept. The surgeon should be furnished with one, 
which would show the date of the patient’s admission and discharge, as well as the nature 
of his disease. 

Lunatics. 



There were only six lunatics in the gaol ; five were among the female classes. The 
system of putting them up, even for a short time, in cells without glazed windows, should 
not be continued. There would be little difficulty in placing bars so as to protect the glass. 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



General Obser- 



B ride wells. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence usually meet once a month. The Grand Jury present 
in advance ; and the habit used to be, to pay all bills monthly, through the Local Inspector, 
by a draft on the bank. I regret to say, that this can no longer be done, on account of 
the difficulty of levying the presentments. Tins misfortune, for such it is, is felt in every 
department of the prison. 

General Observations. 

The bedding throughout the prison is generally very good. The present wooden 
bedsteads are to be changed by degrees. 

There are not any proper means for the prisoners to wash in the wards, a matter which 
ought to be attended to at once, and rectified. There is not any clothing for the prisoners, 
and as several of those confined appeared to suffer from the deficiency, I considered it 
my duty to direct the Local Inspector to furnish a considerable quantity, both of male 
and female dresses, and apply to the Collector of Excise for payment, as directed by the 
87th section of the Prisons’ Act. There is not any separate class for juvenile offenders, 
which would conduce much to the discipline of the gaol, were it established. 

Bridewells. 

There are only two bridewells in this county, but I regret to say that the press of other 
business prevented my visiting them, as will be seen by referring to the general report. 

The Local Inspector of Carrick-on-Shannon, having visited Ballinamore, has reported 
favourably of its state with regard to necessary furniture, and the keeping of the quarterly 
returns. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



' County of London- COUNTY OF LoNnONDERRY GaOL, AT DERRY. VlSITED 21ST DECEMBER, 1S47. 

ilerry Gaol, at Deny. 

Visited Dec. 1847. . 

State an.] Accom- State and Accommodation. 

niodatioii. . Tun condition of Derry gaol was far more favourable than that of any other prison in 
the north of Ireland ; the numbers confined being veiy little more than thoro is accom- 
modation for. It is, in itself, a fine airy building — well situated, and with ample room 
within the walls for all purposes of prison discipline. The accommodation is given 
below, as well as the numbers confined on the day of my inspection. 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors. 


. 9 


- 


Summary convictions, 


. 19 


8 


Pauper do., . 


. 14 


— 


Lunatics, 


. 1 


_ 


Felons convicted, . 


. 49 


16 







Misdemeanants do., 


(j 


2 


Males, . 


. 120 


39 


Felons untried, 


. 19 


10 


Females, 


. 39 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 1 


3 






Vagrants, 


• 2 


I Total, . 

Accommodation. 


. 159 




Single cells, . 




. 153 


Baths, . 




. 7 


Solitary do., . 




. 12 


Kitchen, 




. 1 


Rooms with beds, . . 




. 17 


Chapel, 




. 1 


Day-rooms, . 




. 24 


Yards, . 




. 20 


Hospitals, 




. 2 
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There are, moreover, 36 separate sheds, -which, with very little improvement, might he Nort h Dis trict. 
made available for teaching trades, and which it is a great pity to see thrown away County of London-: 
by being merely employed for stone-brealdng. The prisoners are kept much apart, dory Gaol, ot Derry. 
and only meet in any numbers at school and chapel, in both of which they, are under 
strict superintendence. The gaol all through is neat. The furniture and utensils for 
meals, strictly clean and in good order. The prisoners are pretty well clothed, 
except the debtors, who are supplied only upon special application. The bedding is 
exceedingly good and sufficient in quantity,— and sheets are used in all departments. 



Employment and School. 

The list of employment of male prisoners was as follows on the 21st of December : — 



Employment and 
.School. 



Stone-breaking, 
Slioemaking, . 
Tailoring, 
Carpenter’s work, 
Sawing. 



Mat-making, . 

Prison duties, . 

Sick and unemployed, 



Total, 



It will be seen by this, that trades are not much practised in this prison, except for the 
making of the gaol clothing, shoes, and clogs; and the principal manual labour is stone- 
breaking. There is, however, generally a good deal of carpenter’s work done. In my 
opinion, considering the advantage which might be obtained by fitting up the present 
stone sheds as rooms for employment in trades, and dividing the present almost useless 
day-rooms in the manner I shall describe hereafter, this prison might, at very little outlay, 
be made effective for carrying out a system of separate discipline in all its essentials. 

The school seems to be capitally conducted; all classes attend. Ihe schoolmaster 
appears to be an intelligent efficient officer, and exceedingly attentive to his duties, llis 
registries are correctly kept. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

This department occupies one side of the old gaol ; the other being assigned to the 
debtors. There is ample accommodation in cells, day-rooms, and solitary cells, containing 
two rooms with fire-places ; these cells are on an excellent plan, and are healthy. Ihe 
women are classified according to character, and are much divided. As there are 
only two female superintendents, and supervision of the proper number of classes is not 
possible, this system answers better than crowding numbers together. The Matron says 
that the peace and discipline of the department are much improved since its adoption. 

Employment of Female Prisoners. 

Sewing, 

Knitting, 

"Washing, 

Spinning wool, 

The whole of this ward was clean, and evidently attentively looked after, 
school and proper registry are kept. 



Prison duties. 

Sick and unemployed, 



Total, 



A regular 



Dietary. Dietttr .' r - 

The dietary is wholesome and liberal. Supper is allowed in addition to the legal pro- 
vision; and this, I am assured by the Local Inspector and Governor, tends much to the 
facility of keeping up discipline in the gaol ; as being a gratuitous allowance, it can be 
stopped in case of misconduct. 

The prisoners eat their meals alone in their cells. 

Books and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The registry of criminal prisoners is well kept, and full in its details ; the form is very 
good. Registry for soldiers kept separate. 

The punishments are few and. light. 

The abstract of daily consumption accurately kept according to the Act. 

Regular check-books, in lieu of pass-books, are kept with all tradesmen,— an excellent 
system. The whole of this department is creditable. 



Officers. Officers. 

Mr. Skipton, the Local Inspector, and Mr. Kitchen, the Governor, are old and ex- 
perienced officers, and the good effects of the accurate discharge of their duties is to be 
seen in the great regularity and strict- discipline of the prison. The subordinate officers 
seem attentive and respectable ; they sleep in the ranges, and have sitting-rooms in the 
wings. The visits of the extern officers speak as to the constancy of their attention to 
their duties. 

Officers’ visits during the past year. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, . 
Protestant Chaplain, 



153 

135 

1G1 



Presbyterian Chaplain 
Roman Catholic do., . 



184 

94 



Hospitals. 

The hospitals for male and female prisoners are well separated; the wards airy and 
wholesome, well supplied with baths, and with good water-closets attached. I have 
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seldom seen a more efficient establisliment. The attendants in the two hospitals are 
husband and wife, and their apartments separate the different wards. 

There is but one lunatic prisoner in the gaol. The debtors’ department is roomy and 
clean with ample accommodation for the numbers confined. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet monthly to inspect and check the accounts. The 
Local Inspector is empowered to draw upon the bank for the payment of accounts' during 
the halt-year, and his vouchers are examined previous to the assizes. The Board are 
attentive, and the Grand Jury liberal in the supply of funds. 

General Observations. 

The lower stories of the ranges of this prison are wasted in useless day-rooms which 
Me scarcely ocoupieil. I would recommend that they should ho divided into cells, by 
partition walls running from the pillars of the arches to the wall next the yards - these 
tPZ&SrX r eI1 fM worl - rooms for prisoners; and with a slight expense, might bo 
honeTiT ? tte f S P ' “ t0 P rocure . ™ conjunction with the sheds in the yards, Si the 
Sed to the roof 01 * hc . se E arate system; supposing that the partition wills were not 
!Xd el. tit 1 r ?,fh m ? e P -' eaent p ' ate of the da J’- r00m rt r ould warm the cells quite 
sufficiently , and by giving the prisoners a couple of hours marching exercise during the 

eS otocT Tt SUpM T‘ Kle T’ T ^ C ° ukl KS " It - eill « communication with 
thOvfr -1 Oof • An men for storing the clothes of the prisoners, on 

tneirfirst entrance into the gaol, is much wanting. 

a f n , ot sood, consequently recourse is obliged to be bad to soil boxes 
' , . every day for the privies. Ihis is a bad contrivance, could it be avoided but 
anything is better than an unwholesome sewer. avoided, but 

ments oftot’ 1 v™ * 1 ° se P n . rate employment, I would recommend that in all appoint- 
ments of turnkeys hereafter tradesmen should be selected. 

ihere is a very fine straw and lumber store built at the back of the prison 

whicHT^ i P J Xwa tat wcMeoted tlM “ Se » f *• 

The contracts are only for bread and milk ; bread, 2 cl. per lb. ; milk, 7Jd. per gallon. 

Tke number of Committals during the last year amounted to,- 
• ' - 911 I remains, . , , 417 | Total, . 

Recommittals. 

Mn, “' • ■ ■ 33 | Females, . . . 37 | Total, . . 70 

I am sorry to say, that circumstances, which are set forth in my general report com 
peUed me to return to Dubhn before the end of the year, and thus rendered S 
for me to visit the bridewells of tliis county, as I had full, intended to do P 

Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 



■ 1,328 



L nunly of Longford 
Gaol. 

1' tidied Noe. 17. ls- 17 . 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



County of Longford Gaol — Visited 17th November, 1847. 

State and Accommodation. 

praise in both respects, more especially when it is t-il-pn ; n + rt -a ' There was much to 
ihe lollowiug tables wdl show this to have been the case provided. 



Classes. 
Master debtors, 
Poor do., 
Convicted felons, . 
I>o. misdemeanants, 
.Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Revenue, 



Number of Prisoners in Confinement. 



Males. Females. 



Class>.. 
Summary, 
Lunatics, 

Males, , 
Females, 

Total, 



Males. 
• 21 



Females. 



rr _ I rotai, . . 171 

.Jc, accommodate to number there are only 03 single cello, 7 solitary cells, and 18 beds 

In consequence, I found that of necessity there are often +w« i 
each of the cells. Some of the furniture is old, and should be rmkell™! 1“® in 
tiab the prison is well provided. Sheets are r “ aU esse “- 

blankets, arc made jn the gaol ’ Kl aU t ie “^ding, except the 

happy to say it was all made and ready for issuing^ the dav after ni” i S h'’ ’’“t 1 am 
mined it carefully, and found the materials good; but I shoufd tS tlEf C f° n '- 1 ex ^ 
require to he lined. ’ 1 1 saoult *- think the trousers will 
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The classification in this gaol was much interfered with by the presence of 25 convicts 
under rule of transportation. These have, however, been since removed ; and I am satis- 
fied Mr. M'Fadden will take advantage of their being so, to classify his prisoners as much 
as his means will admit of. 



North District. 

Count . v of Lonnford 
Gaol ‘ 



Employment and Schools. Employment ami 

There is a great deal of employment, of various kinds, in this prison, and the Governor Schools - 
and Local Inspector seem to take the true view of the matter in wishing to make the gaol, 
as much as possible, a self-supporting establishment. All shoes are made in the prison, but 
there is not any turnkey fitted to instruct the prisoners. There is a very large weaving 
class — 13 looms, of which seven were at work. All the materials for the new clothing have 
been made in the gaol, and some very good strong linen for sale. There is a good carpen- 
ter’s shop, where one of the turnkeys instructs in the trade. 

The school-room is good, but too many are brought into it at once ; and iu one hour, 
the period allotted, but little good can be done in the way of instruction for so large a 
class. A regular schoolmaster, in addition to the clerk who does the duty at present, is 
much wanting. 



Female Department. Female Department. 

This department is so very much crowded that there is no classification, except such as 
character affords. The cells are furnished with wooden bedsteads of a bad description. 

The women are kept pretty generally employed; and as the clothing is manufactured from 
the wool, spinning for the looms affords a good deal of occupation. 

A new laundry, which, although not very good, is, 1 belive, a great improvement on the 
old one, has been built, but its appearance is much injured by the use of old and wom-out 
tubes, instead of fitting it up with a proper row of troughs, with cocks and pipes. This 
might be done for a very small outlay. A tolerably good room for the use of the spinners 
has been gained by the erection of the new laundry. 

Dietary. Dietary, 

The dietary consists of good bread and oatmeal stirabout. The bread, which is baked 
from the whole meal, ground in the prison, costs only about 1 d. per lb. This is great 
encouragement to Boards of Superintendence to employ their prisoners. 

I must remark, however, that on each alternate day a second meal of stirabout is sub- 
stituted for the bread — a system which I consider it to be advisable to do away with as soon 
as possible. Great complaints, and I believe justly, were made of the milk. Some mode 
ought to be adopted of compelling the contractor to supply a better description. His 
sureties should be made answerable. 



State of Crime during the past year. — Committals. 



Males, 


. 951 


| Females, . 263 | 

Recommittals. 


Total, 


. 1,214 




Males, 


. 47 


| Females, . 15 

Boohs and Accounts. 


Total, . 


. 02 


Books and Accounts. 



The books, and accounts generally, are well kept, particularly the registry. The book 
of daily consumption is evidently carefully and accurately filled, but the form is compli- 
cated, and it is rendei'ed more difficult to comprehend by the want of contracts for many 
of the articles in use. 



Officers. Officers. 

The Local Inspector appeal's to attend strictly to liis duties ; and the Governor, Mr. 
M'Fadden, is a most valuable officer, as well on account of his zealous and active care of 
the establishment, as for the well-directed economy by which he has contrived to reduce 
the expenditure. The turnkeys appear very well disposed ; but I should think a great 

improvement would be produced in the appearance of the prison, and a fe elin g of self- 

respect inspired among the subordinate officers, were they supplied with a proper uniform 
by the county. The turnkeys sleep in the wards. 

The number of visits paid by the officers, not living in the prison, during the last year, 
is thus stated — 

Local Inspector, . 90 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . 116 

Surgeon, . . . S9 Roman Catholic do., . 1G8 

Protestant Chaplain, . 175 | 

Hospitals. Hospitals. 

The hospital for male prisoners is airy and clean. There is a cold bath attached to it, 
but a warm one is much required, and should be supplied. 

The female department is separated, but there is not an hospital nurse ; this deficiency 
should be rectified at once. 

There is a contract for medicine at £25 a year. 



Lunatics. 

There are only two of this class in the prison. 



Lunatics, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




NORTH DlSTKICT. 
( 'onnty of Lonaford 

Craol. 

Hoard of Superin- 
tendence. 

General Observu- 



Delitors. 



( onrihl of ImuIIi 
( uiol, at Dundalk. 
I'isited Dec. 31,1847 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



64 APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence do not meet often. The accounts are only audited once 
in the half-year, previous to being submitted to the Grand J ury. 

This system does not appear to me to work so well as where all accounts are examined, 
and all bills discharged once in each month, as is the case in many counties. 

General Observations. 

The classification of prisoners might be much improved by having a separate class for 
juvenile offenders. 

Tire great crowding, however, was to be attributed to the presence of so many convicts; 
all classes were, in consequence, confounded. The Governor, however, promised me that 
this should be rectified. 

There have been 16 sheds erected for stone-breaking, which I hope in better times may 
bo made available for teaching trades, and separation. 

These, with the weavers’ room, carpenter's shop, and school-room, have all been erected 
out of the profits of the works. 

The cook-house is clean and roomy. A screen is wanting for the women in the chapel, 
which is inconveniently built. 

\ Debtors. 

The debtor class, 36 in number, were much crowded, as is the case generally this year 
throughout all Ireland; and their accommodation has been diminished by the almost 
unavoidable necessity of taking one of their rooms for a reception room for prisoners, until 
they are fit to be removed into the wards. This is much to be deprecated, but I do not 
see that it could have been avoided. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 



County of Loctii Gaol, at Dundalk. — Visited 31st December, 1S47. 



State and Accommodation. 

My report upon this prison will be short, principally because whatever evils and incon- 
veniences at present exist in it, are in a fair way to be remedied in the only way by which 
a cure could possibly be effected — namely, the building of a new gaol. I am happy to say 
that after encountering many difficulties, all the arrangements will, I believe, be concluded 
for proceeding with the new" building, upon the separate plan, for which a sum of £10,000 
has, much to the credit of the Grand J ury and the members of the Board of Superintendence, 
been set apart. 

For the present state of the gaol very few words will suffice, as it is useless dwelling 
upon evils which never can be remedied in the existing prison. 

The number of persons confined upon the last day of the year 1847 amounted to 107 
individuals, while the accommodation of the gaol consists of only 35 separate cells, and 12 
rooms containing beds. 







Moraine state. 






Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females 


Master debtors. 


3 


_ 


Summary convictions, 


7 


- 


Pauper do., 


. 17 


2 


Lunatics, 


4 


4 


Felons convicted, . 


. 16 


11 




— 


— 


Misdemeanants do., 


5 


2 


Males, . 


. 77 


30 


Felons untried, 


. 12 


11 


Females, 


. 30 




Do. misdemeanants, 


. 3 


- 




— 




Soldiers tried, 


. 7 


_ 


Total, . 


. 107 




Deserters, 


. 3 


- 









In the debtor class there are 1 7 persons in 2 rooms. 

On the whole, classification is better attended to in this gaol than in many where the 
opportunities are better. 

Sheets are woven in the gaol. 

The whole of all the departments of this prison are in the most perfect order, and every 
thing is done that the very limited accommodation will permit. 



Employment and Schools. 

The chapel, which is only divided into two compartments, makes a very good school- 
room, and each class attends the master there for two hours in the day. 

It is difficult to manage any useful employment where the space is so limited ; however, 
more is done than I should have thought feasible. Some good linen is woven in the gaol : 
and the prisoners’ time is occupied in stone-breaking and oakum-picking, making and 
repairing clothing, shoes, &c. 

The school registry is properly kept, and the progress of the prisoners noted. 

Mat-making has also been lately commenced, and some very creditable specimens 
produced. 
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Female Department. 

The Matron lias no assistant, which, considering that she has also to act as hospital 
nurse, is absolutely cruel, while it puts an end to all chance of either discipline or super- 
intendence. With this deficiency, the miserable accommodation of the gaol has not hin g 
to do ; and I certainly hope that the Board will think better of it, and put an end to sc 
great an evil. The Matron deserves great credit for her exertions, but nothing can prevent 
the women being all crowded together, without any superintendence or classification during 
the period that she is employed in her other duties. 

The women, however, are all kept occupied in washing and repairing clothing, oalcum- 
picking, and spinning flax for the weavers. They are all well clad, and the wards are 
scrupulously clean. 

There were 26 women in one day-room and 3 sleeping rooms, 9 in one apartment. 

The rooms are low and damp, and the laundry and kitchen are both in one miserable 
room. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient — 8 oz. of meal made into stirabout and 1 pint of 
sweet milk for breakfast ; 1 lb. of bread and a pint of buttermilk for dinner ; A a lb. of 
bread is issued to each convicted prisoner for supper upon breaking a given quantity of 
stones. 

The contracts arc not remarkable either for moderation or otherwise. Bread, 2 \d. per 
lb., dear ; oatmeal 15s. per cwt., moderate ; milk M. per gallon, moderate. 

Books and Accounts. 

The criminal registry is good, but the descriptive registry is deficient. 

There is no Governor’s journal. 

Those of the Chaplains are very regularly kept. 

The book of the dietary should be closed every month, instead of being allowed to run 
on from one assizes to the next. 

In all other respects the books are creditably kept. 

Officers. 

Mr. Allpress, the Local Inspector, appears to pay the greatest attention to all matters 
under his charge, and is most efficient in the execution of his duties. 

Mr. Lamb, the Governor, also is an excellent and intelligent officer; and I look forward 
to the new gaol being admirably managed by them. 

Some of the subordinate officers were reported to me as not being strictly sober ; this is 
a matter which should be amended at once, and no excuse should be allowed for so great 
a dereliction of duty. 

The turnkeys sleep in the wards, and are well lodged and clothed. 

Visits of Extern Officers during past year. 

Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, 305 j Presbyterian Chaplain, . . . 1G0 

Surgeon, 114 | Roman Catholic Chaplain and substitute, 212 

Hospitals. 

The hospital was clean, but it is very confined ; and the inconvenience and difficulties of 
management are much increased by the number of lunatics, eight, who are very trouble- 
some. Magistrates should be very cautious as to committing any but really dangerous 
lunatics, as the evil of their admission into a crowded prison is enormous. There is very 
little illness in the gaol ; in fact, the quantity of disease has been small all through this 
severe year - — fever especially has not often appeared. 

The registries are properly kept. 

There are two warm baths and a slipper bath in the hospital. 

Surgeon Bunker seems to take the greatest care of his patients. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet whenever their presence is required, and always once 
a quarter. I should much prefer, could they find it possible, to make a Board regularly once 
a month, as many tilings must occur, which would bo noticed at a monthly Board, but are 
overlooked when a period of three months has elapsed. The accounts are only examined 
half-yearly, when a sum of money to discharge all bills is given to the Local Inspector, 
who produces the receipts at the next meeting of the Board. This is a system which 
works well, as long as the officers are such as those of Louth gaol, but it is not one that 
should be continued. 

General Observations. 

There are no reception cells, nor the possibility of giving baths to prisoners coming into 
gaol, except in the hospital. 

The sewers are very bad, there being little, if any fall. 

The store-room is good and well regulated, but the Governor should be supplied with 
the means of storing the clothes of all the prisoners who are brought into gaol. 



North District. 

Comitii of Louth 
Goal, at Dundalk. 
Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers. 



Hospitals. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Obser- 
vations. 
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North District. 

County of Louth 
Gaol , at Dundalk. 



Bridewells. 



Number of Committals. 
Males. 



Criminals, 


. 655 


| Debtors, • 147 


| Total, 


. S02 


Criminals, 


. 170 


Females. 

| Debtors, . 4 


| Total, 


. 174 






Total, . 




976 






Recommittals. 






Males, 


. 15 | 


Females, .10 ' 


Total, 


. 25 



Bridewells. 

The bridewell at Ardee is very clean, and the bedding and utensils good and sufficient. 
The keeper seems attentive to his duties, and his books are correctly kept. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



Drogheda Gaol Visited on the 17th February, 1S48. 

State and Accommodation. 

The number of years during winch my predecessors in office have constantly remarked 
upon the miserable and neglected state of this gaol, may spare me the task of doing 
more than merely mentioning — without comment — the facts connected with it, as I found 
them on the day of my inspection. From that detail it will easily be seen that no 
improvement has as yet taken place in its interior economy and management. I am aware 
that at the time I visited it, the number of prisoners was much greater than usual, and 
that the greater part of those were of a class very difficult to manage ; but my principal 
complaint is, of the total want of system, either of cleanliness or order, which pervaded it. 
The morning state was as follows : — 

Classes. 

Master debtors. 

Poor do., 

Felons convicted, 

Misdemeanants do., . 

Untried felons. 

Males, . 

Females, . . 

Total, 

Besides two patients in hospital. 

The accommodation for this number is small, consisting of only 16 separate cells, and 
two rooms for debtors, with two beds in each, in the male department. One of the best 
day-rooms has been converted into a straw store, as it was found necessary, in the great 
prevalence of fever during last summer, to give up the room used as a store for a 
female hospital. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Cavanagh, who seems quite aware 
of the evils under which this prison labours, but who is powerless to remedy them from 
the want of funds, and an efficient staff, promised me to suggest an alteration in this part 
of the prison to the Grand Jury, whereby the use of the day-room and the yard attached 
might be regained. 

The prison, generally speaking, I am sorry to say, has a dirty and neglected look ; it is 
kept well whitewashed, but the bedsteads and furniture are old and broken ; the pas- 
sages are not clean, and the bed-ticks are duty. The bedding, although sufficient for 
the usual number of prisoners, is not at all so for the numbers now confined ; and the 
general appearance of the prison is injured by the almost total want of clothing and 
shoes for the prisoners. 

This must be remedied, and I informed the Local Inspector that I should send an order 
on the Collector of Excise for 30 suits of clothing. I am quite satisfied that the Board 
of Superintendence will find it cheaper in the end to clothe the prisoners while in the 
gaol, and give up the practice of giving clothes to, and allowing them to be taken away 
by the more destitute prisoners ; this habit, as might be expected, results in tempting the 
prisoners to tear and destroy their own garments, in the hopes of getting others, which 
they expect to be allowed to take away. This practice, I find, is very common. 

Employment and Employment and School. 

School ‘ There is no employment but stone-breaking, nor is there any schoolmaster or school. 



Males. Females. 

.’ 14 1 

. 6 3 

. 3 

. 12 G 

. 37 10 

. 10 

. 47 



Drogheda Gaol. 
VisUcil Feb. 17, 1848. 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



Debtors. Debtors. 

I found 15 debtors in only two small and close rooms ; and among them there were but 
four sets of bedding. For this melancholy spectacle I cannot much blame the prison 
authorities ; the law, which crowds those wretched creatures together in such numbers 
for such small sums, and allows the creditor to escape supporting them, and throws the 
expense upon the public, is alone to blame. t 
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Female Department. Nobth District. 

This ward consists of three rooms, viz. — one day-room, one sleeping-room, and one Drogheda Gaol. 
room inside the latter, which is used as an hospital. In the sleeping-room were 10 women, Female Department, 
who occupy three beds, with only three sets of bedding among them. There is no employ- 
ment ; and for any washing that must be done there is no laundry. 

Books and Accounts. — Officers. Boots and Accounts. 

This department is in confusion, in consequence of the illness and consequent incapa- — 
city of the late Governor. The present Governor has not acquired sufficient experience 
or knowledge to remedv the evils, but he seems well intentioned and willing, though 
deficient in the energy necessary, to set the establishment under his care in good working 
order. The head turnkey— indeed I may say the only one, for the second is gate porter— 
would, I am sure, if encouraged and supported, be a good officer. 

The punishment book has been regularly kept by the Governor since his appointment, 
but during his predecessor’s tune a blank occurs from October, 1844, to December, 1847. 

The abstract of dailv consumption is efficiently kept, but not strictly according to the 
intention of the schedule; this, however, I am sure, will be at once set to rights, lass- 
books are kept. I look to finding this department in much better order at my next visit. 

The former neglect may be judged from the fact, that the last entry of the attendance of tho 
Board was for the 28th of December, 1846. This, I am certain, cannot be true ; and indeed 
Mr. Cavanagh assured me it was not tho case. 

The dietary should be posted up in the wards. 

Dietary ami Contracts. 

The dietary is good and sufficient— 8 oz. of oatmeal, and one pint of sweet milk for 1 
breakfast ; 1 lb. of brown bread, and one pint of buttermilk for dinner. 

The contracts were high, except for bread. That for oatmeal 20s. per cwt. This con- 
tract was made for a year, and must have caused the Board to lose heavily at one time, 
and the Contractor at another. The period should be shortened. 

Bread, HcZ. per lb ; new milk, 10c*. per gallon; buttermilk, 5rZ. per gallon. 

The kitchen is small and dirty. 

General Observations. 

I have no commentary to make upon the state of things I have been obliged to describe, t: 
and the Inspectors-General have no power to remedy it ; but I must say, that I think tins 
■prison should, at once, either be put upon a proper and creditable footing, or be given up 
and converted into a county bridewell, which the new gaol to be built at Dundalk, and. the 
completion of the railway, would render an easy and economical arrangement I he times 
are certainly unfavourable, but a glance at many of the gaols throughout the country, 
would show that they do not, necessarily, entail a deficiency m the essentials of prison 

^ItMiilc,’ in conclusion, that it is but justice to the Board of Superintendence, and the 
officers of the gaol, to state, that taxation is heavily complained of by the citizens ot 
Drogheda; that great difficulty exists in levying the funds necessary for the support of the 
prison ; and that a large proportion of the prisoners do not belong to the town, but are 
strangers from the neighbouring districts. The abuse also of the law of arrest by indivi- 
duals, is stated as a great cause of the unfortunate condition of the debtors ward. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 



Dietary and Con- 



General Observa- 



County Mayo Gaol, at Castlebar.— Visited 23rd November, 1847. 

State and Accommodation. 

This is a very line gaol, and possesses many advantages. It is aiy and well ventilated, 
4e wards judiciously arranged ; and in fact, as far as tire budding is concerned, but little 
remains to\e done. 7 It is, however, badly supplied with water ; and tie sewers ge said 
to be badly constructed, so mneb so, as to require to be opened twice every year. If wutei 
were in abundance a forcing pump might be made use of to obviate this evd I lecom- 
niended that gutters should he placed all round the roof, and a tank constiucted m some 

elevated place to save the water. . , . , , 

The cells day-rooms, bedding, and furniture, were exceedingly clean and in good ordei, 
but the number of prisoners, which more than doubles the accommodation, renders any 
thing like classification quite impossible, as will appear from the morning 
I append-the numbers in some of the classes being far beyond what any ward could 
possibly contain. 



Visited Nov. 23,1847. 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, 

Felons untried, . . 

Misdemeanants convicted, 
Vagrants, 

Untried misdemeauants, 
Convicted summarily, . 



Males. Females. 



16 

20 



Classes. 

Revenue prisoners, 
Lunatics, 

Males, . 
Females, 

Total, . 



Males. 
. 15 



. 301 
. 64 



. 3 65 
I 2 
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North District. 

County of Mayo Gaol, 
at Castlebar. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 






Books and Accounts. 



Officers. 



Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Obser- 
vations. 



OS 



Baths exist in all the wards, hut are useless for want of water. There are also store- 
rooms in each class. The number of children committed for stealing food is very large ; 
they cannot bo kept apart, hut are placed with the better description of prisoners. The 
case of these poor children is hard — the workhouse is full — and for begging or stealing 
they are sent to prison. Effectual classification is quite impossible. The debtor class is 
greatly crowded. There wore no complaints of any kind. It may be observed, that in 
this county there are scarcely any tradesmen among the prisoners. 

Employment and Schools. 

I regret to say that there does not exist any mode of employing prisoners, except the 
hard labour class, at pumping and the mill. Remunerative or instinctive employment there 
is none. This is most lamentable, and the natural consequence has followed. There is 
hardly any clothing for the prisoners, which the law positively directs to be provided. I 
felt myself coerced to direct that a quantity should he immediately provided by the Local 
Inspector ; more particularly shoes and clogs, to the want of which, in the wet gaol yards, 
I fear a great deal of the illness of last year must be attributed. 

The turnkeys are also without any uniform. 

Female Department. 

The women who have been tried and convicted are clothed. There is no classification 
except by character, into two classes, with a third for the lunatics and the persons in 
charge of them. 

The women are generally employed in making up their own clotliing. The laundry 
is tolerably good, hut one of the day-rooms is sacrificed to it. There is no drying-room ; 
and there is here, as elsewhere, a great deficiency of water. Even here the prisoners 
are not supplied with shoes. 

The female department is roomy, having 30 single cells and six rooms, with three beds 
in each. The Matron has two assistants. 



Dietary. 

The dietary is excellent — Breakfast, rice, 4 oz., oatmeal, 4 oz., made into stirabout, 
ancl 1 pint of buttermilk. Dinner, 1 lb. of brown bread, and 1 pint sweet milk. 

The prisoners eat their meals in the day-rooms, as the cells are not sufficient to afford 
room for separation. 



Boohs and Accounts. 

The registries are well kept, very full and detailed; and the system of checks, in place 
of pass-books, is excellent. 

The turnkeys’ hooks also are on a good plan, and very creditably kept. 

Officers. 

The officers seem, in general, active and efficient ; ancl certainly the very large number 
of prisoners at present in the gaol must give them quite a sufficiency of employment. Mr. 
Gilloghy deserves great credit for the general appearance of the prison ; and I regret 
much, lor his sake, as well as that of the county, that he has not greater scope in a well- 
organized system of instruction and employment. The spirit of the discipline is good, and 
punishments are very few. 

The number of visits paid by the extern officers were stated as follow for the past 
year : — L 

Local Inspector, . . . .02 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . 207 

Surgeon, . . . .320 Roman Catholic do., . . 09 

Protestant Chaplain, . . 3S j 

These numbers speak for themselves. 



Hospitals. 

TKo hospital is well anil attentively managed, but it is not by any means sufficiently 
spacious. The sexes are well separated. J 

Good fever sheds have been erected in one of the yards. They were much required as 
the prison suffered much from the prevalence of fever, which caused many deaths durincr 
tne year. I he hospital books are correctly kept. 6 

Lunatics. 

The lunatics hare been alluded to in the preceding remarks ■ there is not any thin* eon- 
nccted with them which requires further comment. ° 

Board of Superintendence. 

I was not fortunate enough to meet any of the Board, hut I learn that many of them 
lake a great interest in the well-being of the gaol, and visit it frequently. 

General Observations. 

The very great difference in the numbers of the committals and recommittals in this 
gaol are creditable to all persons connected with the prison. It also tends, unfortunately 
to show that in this county the ordinary criminals formed this year a very slight proportion 
of those who have been committed to prison. J ° * 1 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. 69 



Committals. 



Males, 


. 1,239 | 


Females, . 33G | 

Recommittals. 


| Total, 


. 1,575 


Males, 


. 15 | 


, Females, . 9 


| Total, 


. 24 



A wonderfully small proportion. 

The contracts for provisions appear moderate. 

The chapel is well divided, and roomy. 

Bridewells. 

The only bridewell which, for the reasons set forth in the general report, I was able to 
visit, was that of Ballina. I found it clean and in good order ; the hooks are well kept ; 
but the keeper’s apartments are inconveniently small, and there is no pump — a deficiency 
which ought at once to be corrected, as the law positively directs that the prisoners should 
have access to water. 

Clement Johnson, Inspect or- General. 



County of Meath Gaol, at Trim. — Visited 15th November, 1S47. 

This prison is exceedingly clean, well opened for the circulation of air, and I should say, 
healthy in situation, although perhaps a little low. It is damp on account of the nature of 
the stone of which it is built. This is a very usual fault in the gaols throughout Ireland ; 
but is one which could hardly have been avoided without incurring great expense in the 
buildings, in supplying a substitute for the common limestone so prevalent in most parts of 
the country. . 

The greatest attention seems to be paid by the Governor to the well ordering of his 
'mol, which shows s)Tnptoms of care and experience in all its departments. The prison, 
nevertheless, has sustained a great loss in the course of the last year, occasioned by the 
death of the late excellent Local Inspector, whose place has not yet been supplied by the 
Grand Jury. 

State and Accommodation. 

The number confined in this gaol, in proportion to its accommodation, is small, if we 
consider the usual state of the prisons during the present year; there being only 125 
prisoners, while the accommodation amounts to — 

Single cells, . . . 102 | Larger cells for three, . . .IS 

thus giving ample room for all. 

The morning state showed — 

Debtors, . 15 | Male prisoners, . SO | Female prisoners, . 21 | Total, . 125 

Of these, 13 were in hospital and 15 lunatics. 

The bedding all through the prison is excellent, and the wooden stretchers are of a good 
description. 

The chapel is well arranged, but a screen is wanting in front of the women’s compartment. 

Number of Commitments during the past year. 



Males, 


. 2G0 | 


Females, 


. 75 




Recommitments. 




Males, 


. . . 17 | 


Females, 


. 1G 




Employment and Schools. 





The prisoners are employed at tailoring, shoemaking, carpenter’s work, weaving, and 
stone-breaking. 

There is a separate class for boys, both at school and under the tailor. Several boys 
have thus acquired the trade. The class of shoemakers is large, but always under superin- 
tendence. Several of the turnkeys are tradesmen. There are two looms at work preparing 
materials for the prison dresses, all of which are made in the gaol. 

School is held in the chapel twice every day; and the prisoners read the Scriptures in 
the evening to the turnkeys in the several classes. 

This arrangement is most creditable to all parties. 

Both versions are used. 

The schoolmaster appears to be qualified and intelligent. His registries are correctly 
kept. 

Female Department. 

This department is, generally speaking, well managed, but I consider that more attention 
might be paid to classification, as the number of cells, 24, is quite sufficient for the average 
number of female prisoners. 

There is, however, still the difficulty of superintendence to be considered, as the Matron 



Nor.TH District. 

'ountfi of Mam Gaol , 
at Castlebar. 



ridewells. 



County of Meath 
Gui:f, at Trim. 
Vi'ik'l Noe. 1 5, 1 64 7. 



State ond Accom- 
modation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 
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has no assistant. The Board should attend to this deficiency, as it renders legal classifica- 
tion impossible. 

There is constant employment at spinning, sewing, carding, knitting, and washing. The 
Matron appears to he active and intelligent, but the duties cannot be properly fulfilled by 
one person. 

Dietary. 

The food is good and quite sufficient ; but I must call the attention of the Board to the 
fact, that buttermilk for both meals is not sanctioned by the Schedule of the Prisons’ Act ; 
and that, as it could not have ever been authorized by the court of Queen’s Bench, it is 
illegal, and should be altered at once. 

Boohs and Accounts. 

The registry is kept in three books. An uniform system in this respect is much required 
in all the gaols. The abstract of daily consumption is properly kept. 

The punishments appear from the record to be rather numerous, but by no means severe. 

Officers. Officers. 

Mr. Smart, the Governor, is an excellent officer, and has had great experience. The 
Clerk and Storekeeper appears very efficient ; and the turnkeys, in general, well qualified. 
The clerical attendants are attentive and land. 

Number of Visits paid during the last year by Non-resident Officers. 

Surgeon, . 162 | Protestant Chaplain, . 190 | Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 183 

Hospitals. Hospitals. 

The hospital is very clean and well divided, airy, and well ventilated. 

The Apothecary receives a salary for attendance, and medicine is supplied by contract. 
The books and registry are properly kept. There is a very neat bath room. 

During the past year there were treated patients of all classes — 

In hospital, .... 190 I Lunatics, ... .31 

In their cells, .... 195 | 

41G 

Of these, 46 were cases of fever ; and there were six deaths. 



North District. 






Lunatics. Lunatics. 

In this ward there are 1 1 male prisoners. They appear well and kindly managed by 
Mr. English, one of the turnkeys. They were generally quiet. 

There are four females, who are kept with the other prisoners. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet the second Thursday in every month ; all accounts 
are then laid before them, and the books examined. The receipts for the last month’s 
payments are produced, and a draft given by the Chairman for those to be made before the 
next day of meeting. 

The bridewell accounts are forwarded monthly by the Local Inspectors to the Board, by 
whom they are examined, and a draft given for the amount. 

This is a most excellent system. 

General Observations. 

The stone sheds are badly constructed, and afford little shelter. The solitary cells and 
the yards in connexion with them are well planned. They are, however, very damp, from 
the limestone material of which they are constructed, and great care should be taken in 
using them during severe weather. 

Bridewell.-. Bridewells. 

Navan — I found Navan bridewell clean and in good order — it is large and well arranged. 
The pump was out of order. Some protection is requisite at the door which leads to the 
male department, similar to that which has been put up at Kells. 

Kells . — This building is on the same plan as that at Navan. It is clean and in very good 
order. The keeper is an extremely intelligent person. In both bridewells the accounts 
are properly kept ; and I have already mentioned the attention paid by the Board of 
Superintendence to this branch of their duty. 



General Obser- 
vations. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 
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County of Monaghan Gaol, at Monaghan. — Visited 22nd December, 1847. 
State and Accommodation. 

On tlie day of iny inspection the number of persons confined was as follows : — 

" ’ Females. 1 



Classes. 
Master debtors, 
Pauper do., 
Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Revenue prisoners, 



Males. 

3 

49 

41 

5 

19 



10 

3 



Classes. 
Summary convictions, 
Lunatics, 

Males, • 
Females, 

Total, 



Males. 

12 



. 145 
. 35 



Females. 



North District.' 

County of Monaghan 
Gaol, at Monaghan. 
Visited Dec. 22, 1847 . 
State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Rooms with beds, of which five in hospital, 13 
Day-rooms, ... ... 9 



The accommodation for this number was. 

Single cells, 

Solitary do., * I uay-rooms, _ 

It will easily be perceived that the gaol was very full, more especiaUy in the pauper debtor 
class, where 49 persons were placed in four small rooms, and one day-room. This latter 
it was quite impossible to keep clean, many of tlie debtors being old, ill, and feeble. 
In the bed-rooms the bedsteads have been of necessity taken away, a,nd a long raised 
"uard-bed substituted in their place. This ward is a melancholy sight m aU Irish gaols 
this last year. The washing arrangements in the wards are bad: this might be easily 
remedied, as water is supplied to all the yards by pipes The prison stands high and 
onoht to he exceedingly healthy. The furniture in tlie day-rooms is good, and the 
utensils for meals well arranged. The prisoners time in the cells in parties of three 
I think where the number is too great to give each a separate cell, that it would he bettei 
to give them their meals in the day-rooms, under the inspection of the turnkeys. The 
cells and corridors are clean, and the beddiug new and good. I desired that a second 
straw mattress should be given where three sleep m the same cell _ . 

There are a great number of young boys confined for petty larcenies, of food, &c. 
They are kept as muck as possible separate from the older prisoners, and generally are at 

SCl One of the wards is well heated by a stove, winch allows the cells to be used for carrying 
out sentences of solitary imprisonment There is clothing for tlie tnei prisoners only , 
this must be amended. I hope Mr. Moffett will bring tins matter before the Boaid at an 
early period. 

Employment and Schools. 

Stone-breaking, as usual, is tlie great means of employment-a bad one, only better 
than total idleness. Some good sheds have been erected for the purpose One of the 
day-rooms has been converted into a school-room. Two hours are allotted to those of the 
elder prisoners who are likely to benefit by instruction; and the schoolmaster who 
seems qualified and attentive, then takes charge of the boys. A good number bare been 
taught from tlie commencement, and a still larger class improved. The looms, I am sony 
to say, have been removed in consequence of the great crowd. 

Tlie tickens for the beds and the linen for shirts used to be manufactured in the 
o-aol The shoes are still made, as well as the clothing for tlie tried prisoners, but as 
there is not a tailor-turnkey in the gaol, this cannot always be done. , 

The reception of visitors to the prisoners is well managed, and carefully superintended. 

Female Department. 

This portion of the prison consists of IS separate cells, and one room with beds. 
There were ill it about 30 women;, tlie remainder, being nurses, were accommodated m 
one of the wards of the hospital for females ;-all were busdy employed, mating clothes 
washing and spinning. The Matron keeps a school two horns in the day tor such as 
seenn likely to profit by it. This department is clean and well managed ; both tlie Matron 

and her assistant appear efficient and attentive. 

The debtors are 'kept separate, but the division of the remainder u only into t„ c d 
and untried classes. I prefer, more especially among women, classification accoiding to 
character, where there is only superintendence for two divisions. 

The laundry is small, hut it is stated not to be inconvenient. The drying } ard is O ood, 
and the supply of spring and soft water very plentiful. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient_S os. of meal in stirabout with a pint of butteimilk 
for breakfast ; 1 lb. of brown bread and a pmt of sweet milk for dinner. The contract 
for broad is high, 2jci. per lb ; oatmeal, moderate, Us. per cwt. ; new-milk, dear ,10* pra 
gallon. Prices have varied' more than usual through the different gaols m Ireland this 
year. 

Boohs and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The retries are well kept, and the description hook accurate and full. The debtors’ 
register is separate, and, I am sorry to say, is filling fast— the number for tbs year being 
414, while last year it only reached 102. m ra . nm 

The abstract for provisions and daily consumption is well kept, hut I would recom- 
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North District, mend that it should be closed every mouth, instead of carrying- forward such large 
cw, 4 «?ntities to the cud of the half-year. ' 

Gaol', at Monaghan. I should much recommend check-books instead of the ordinary pass-books, in dealin" 
with the contractors. The chaplains’ journals are well and regularly kept. 

Officers. Officers. 

The officers all through this gaol seem active and attentive. The Rev. Mr. Moffett, the 
Local Inspector, and Mr. Mayne, the Governor, appear to take the greatest care in their 
departments, and are both anxious for the good of the prison, and zealous in the execu- 
tion of their duties. 

The number of visits paid by the non-resident officers is stated below. 

Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, 293 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . . 121 

Surgeon, 312 | Roman Catholic do., . . . 102 

Hospitals. 

The hospitals are well separated, and, indeed, far apart. The accommodation is 
generally sufficient. In the male hospital there were 12 cases of fever; that of the 
women was empty, with the exception of the room occupied, as I mentioned, by the 
nurses. The attention of Dr. M-Dowell to Ills patients is sufficiently proved by the fact 
of his visits during the year amounting to 312. 

The hospital registries are properly kept, and the wards are clean and wholesome. 
Medicines in ordinary use are kept in the surgery ; those not commonly required are 
supplied by an apothecary. 

Lima tics. 

There arc only throe male lunatics in prison, and they are kept in the ordinary wards. 
Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet monthly, and as often as necessity arises, at other 
times. They check the accounts previous to the meetings of the Grand Jury at assizes. 
Bills are only paid half-yearly. Could it be done monthly, it would be much better 
for all parties. 

General Observations. 

There is a good reception room, with a bath which is heated from the kitchen. Few 
things are of more importance to the health of a gaol than this. The chapel is 
sufficient to accommodate the prisoners, and well divided. The kitchen is large, and 
well supplied with boilers. . 

Number of Committals in the past year. 

Males, . . SS8 | Females, . . 234 | Total, . 1,122 

Recommittals. 

Males, . . 2S | Females, . . 18 | Total, . 40 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

I was unable to visit the bridewells in this county, from the extreme pressure of 
necessary business requiring me to return to town as speedily as possible. The rea- 
son for this omission will be found in my general report. Through the kindness of the 
Rev. Mr. Moffett I have been furnished -with accurate reports of them. 

That of Castleblavney is in every respect favourable, except that a deficiency of 
bedding is reported, which ought to be remedied. 

From the report upon the Clones bridewell I can safely say, that although clean and 
orderly, it would require immediate attention. The fact ' of its not being properly 
enclosed is one which should not he allowed to continue an hour. A wall should be 
built round it, of a proper height, otherwise the keeper cannot bo responsible for bis 
prisoners’ safe custody. In Carrickmacross it appears that the sewers are choked so as 
to render the bridewell unhealthy. In the present state of the country this is a matter 
of great importance, and an evil which I hope the Board of Superintendence will take 
measures to remedy at once, as the lives of many persons may be saci-ificed to a neglect of 
this kind. Some other repairs are said also to be required; one, that the well should 
be properl}' covered, and that the windows of the keepers’ rooms require fastening. 

The sewer, however, is a matter of the highest importance. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



Hospitals. 






Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



Ccuntg of Roscommon COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON GaOL. 

Gaol. 

State and Accommo- State and Accommodation. 

dation - Like all the other prisons which I have visited this year, this gaol is greatly overcrowded • 

and I regret to say that I have here to repeat the same statement which I have made so 
often in reference to other prisons— that classification, not to mention any thing like 
separate employment, is entirely at an end. 
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On the day of my inspection there were in tlxe male wards for criminals — 



North District. 



Felons convicted, . 

Do. untried, 
Misdemeanants convicted, 
Do. untried, . 
Revenue prisoner, 



78 

30 

43 

14 

1 



Summary conviction, 
Lunatics, 



Total, 



. 1 County of Roscommon 

j Gaol. 

. 168 



For the accommodation of this large number there were only available 55 cells. 

There were besides, of pauper debtors, 46 in 12 cells. 

And the entire of the female prisoners, 35 in number, were crowded into miserable 
accommodation. 

The entire number in gaol amounted to 255, of all classes. 

In such a state of things it is obvious that but very little discipline could be enforced, 
and that any improvement among the prisoners was almost hopeless. 

There is not any clothing for the prisoners ; in consequence of which I considered it my 
duty to order 200 suits, to be provided by the Local Inspector, which I considered 
absolutely necessary, both with regard to the directions of the law and to the health of the 
prisoners. 

The sewers are very bad ; so bad indeed that some of the yards were deep in water. 

The privies also are so bad as to be quite injurious to health ; and there was a great 
scarcity of water during the summer. 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

r Schools. 

Employment in this prison has been much neglected of late, both in consequence of the 
sickness and crowd in the gaol, as well as from deficiency of funds. 

Something, however, has been done, and a good number of shoemakers are at work. 

Stone-breaking is, however, unfortunately found to pay best, and a great number are 
emploj'ed ; indeed if less were done in this way in cold weather, it would be better. 

The abstract of work from the summer assizes of 1846, to the same period of 1847, 
gives a very creditable return of £257 Is. profit, on the various works, including sales and 
estimated value of stock on hands. 

There is a contract to supply the workhouse with linen ; and four looms are employed. 

I should, however, much prefer seeing them used for clothing the prisoners in the gaol. 

There has been a considerable quantity of tin work done by the prisoners within the last 
year. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

This department is clean, and its good order creditable to the Matron ; but its deficiency 
of accommodation is very far from being so to the county. There are but three large cells 
and one day-room for 2S prisoners, of all classes. Nothing in the way of classification can 
possibly be attended to. The women are not clothed by the county. The laundry is very 
small and quite exposed to the weather, requiring a great addition to render it useful. 

There is no school ; in fact, nothing can be worse than this part of the prison. 

The Matron keeps those under her care as much employed as possible. She seems to 
be a most excellent person, but has far too much on her hands, and the deficiencies of the 
department are so great as to render her best efforts almost useless. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary consisted on the day of my visit of two meals of stirabout. As this is quite 
inadmissible, when dysentery is so common, I directed that it should be changed at once, 
and“l lb. of bread substituted for the dinner meal of stirabout. 

Complaints were made about the milk. What I saw was good ; and the Chaplains stated 
that there were not any grounds for the discontent. 

Books and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are correctly kept, but there was no registry of revenue pri- 
soners, nor did the Governor keep a journal. I directed that both should he kept in 
future. The entries in the dietary book are only made monthly from a day book. I 
directed that this should be altered, and the accounts posted daily. The Chaplains’ 
journals were very correct. 

Officers. Officers. 

The Governor has been only lately appointed, and is, of course, inexperienced. F rom 
the anxiety he exhibited about the proper carrying out of his duties, his general intelli- 
gence, and evident wish to make his gaol in every respect what it should be, I feel no 
doubt but that he will prove a zealous and useful officer ; and I am satisfied that, should 
the prison not continue in its present overcrowded state, on my next inspection I shall find 
matters much improved. The master of works, Mr. James, should also be mentioned as 
an intelligent and active officer. 

Return of Visits by the Extern Officers during the year. 

Local Inspector, . . . 121 1 Protestant Chaplain, . 85 

Surgeon, 209 | Roman Catholic do., . . 178 
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North District. 

County of Roscommon 
Gaol. 
Hospitals. 



Hospitals. 

There has been great sickness in this gaol during the last year, and two medical atten- 
dants have lost their lives in the execution of their arduous duties. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of expressing my opinion of how much is due to Mr. 
Casserly, on the part of the county, for the manner in which he has discharged his duties 
since his appointment. Those duties were undertaken at a period when many would have 
shrunk from them, and all testimonies agree that they were most efficiently and zealously 
performed. 

The hospital was not sufficient to afford accommodation for the sick, and large fever 
sheds were built ; these, I grieve to say, must now be repaired and got ready again, for 
sickness is on the increase. They would require felt roofs, and to be painted with coal tar. 
In both a stove would be desirable, and the larger one would be improved by a central 
division. 



Lunatics. Lunatics. 

There are only four lunatics in the gaol. 

General Observa- General Observations. 

tions - Should the present fever sheds be repaired, as I have recommended, they will, when the 

present unfortunate state of things has passed away, make most excellent workshops, to 
which purpose I sincerely hope they may be soon applied. The stone sheds are well 
built, but the prisoners are not separated at their work. 

Number of Committals during the past year. 



Males, 


. 1,233 | 


Females, .170 | 

Recommittals. 


Total, 


. 1,403 


Males, 


. 70 | 


Females, . 42 


[ Total, 


112 



The contracts for oatmeal and Indian meal, 13s. 6d. and 12s. 6d. per cwt., are moderate ; 
but that for sweet milk, lOrf. per gallon, appears to be enormous in an inland county, 
nearly three times the price paid in the neighbouring county of Longford. 

Bridewells. 

The Boyle bridewell I found clean and in good order. The keeper is intelligent, and 
the registry and provision book correctly kept. There is no visitors 1 book, nor is there a 
.sufficiency of bedding for the number of prisoners confined at quarter sessions. 

7 The Castlereagh bridewell requires much alteration before it can be a creditable prison. 
I found it dirty and ill kept. There is no proper separation for the sexes. No pump, and 
no visitors’ book. It would require to be entirely remodelled, and an experienced person 
put in charge. 

The other bridewells I did not visit on account of the reasons set forth in my general 
report. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



Comity of Sligo Gaol. 
Visited I/ov. 22,1847. 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



County of Sligo Gaol. — -Visited 22nd November, 1847. 

State and Accommodation. 

It must be a most disheartening thing to every person connected with this excellent and 
well-managed establishment to find themselves compelled, by the unavoidable misfortunes 
of the country, to relax the regulations which had worked so well, and tended so much to 
make this gaol nearly a model of what a prison should be — namely, a place not only of 
punishment, but a school of well-regulated discipline and industry. Nevertheless, the 
officers of Sligo gaol appear to have exerted themselves to the utmost to make the evil as 
little felt as possible. 

When I say, however, that with only 84 separate cells, the number of prisoners amounts 
to 231, it will be obvious that proper classification is impossible, and that nothing is left 
except to do the best that can be done by means of superintendence and employment. 

The cells are large and airy, but so great is the crowd that beds have been laid down on 
the floors of all the day rooms, and every other available spot. 

The gaol clothing is good, and the bedding and sheets clean and in good repair. In the 
pauper debtor class alone there are 40 poor men in four small rooms. It is needless to 
say that the greatest attention is paid to cleanliness and ventilation, otherwise disease must 
break out in such crowded sleeping rooms. 

The presence of a considerable number of convicts, who could not be removed, makes 
matters worse. 

There have been 40 separate sheds built in the yards, but as they are open to the front 
are of little use for any thing but stone-breaking. I would suggest to the Board to have 
them boarded, closed in front, and heated by a stove at one end, and a flue running the 
whole length, when they would answer admirably for separate employment at trades. 
The numbers in the different classes were as follow : — ■ 
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Classes. 


Males. 


Females. ! 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Debtors, 


. 49 


- 


Summary convictions, 


. 28 


11 


Convicted felons, . 


. 54 


12 


Lunatics, 


. 3 


17 


Do. misdemeanants, 7 


- 










Felons untried, 


. 22 


7 


Males, . 


. 182 


49 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 3 


2 


Females, 


. 49 




Deserters, 


1 


— 









Under Revenue Laws, 


. 15 


- 


Total, 


. 231 








Employment and Schools. 







The gaol clothing is all made in the gaol. There is a shoemaker turnkey in the prison 
who instructs a large class, and has taught many young prisoners the trade. The same may 
he said of the officer who instructs the tailors. In fact, the work in both these trades is of 
a very superior description. The school registry is well and correctly kept. Each of the 
turnkeys instructs his own class ; and the schoolmaster, who teaches those prisoners who 
have learned more than the mere rudiments of education, examines each class in turn, and 
advances those who have improved. This department is well conducted. 

Almost all the prisoners are kept employed, although the numbers render this difficult. 

There were shoemakers, tailors, one carpenter, two masons, and a large class of oakum- 
pickers at work, besides the hard labour class at the wheel. 

Female Department. 

The Matron seems a very respectable and active person. The laundry is good, and all 
the washing is done in the gaol. There is a good drying house, and a small, but neat 
store. The large room, formerly used as such, has, of necessity, been converted into a 
sleeping room. Classification, except by character, cannot be attended to, where 40 pri- 
soners have only 11 cells and a couple of rooms with beds to sleep in, more especially 
when among that number 17 are lunatics. This is the greatest evil under which our county 
gaols suffer. The department, nevertheless, is clean and any, but the school has, of 
necessity, been given up. The lunatics are kept employed, generally knitting, and are 
consequently less troublesome than might have been expected. They are well and kindly 
taken care of. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good and wholesome. — Breakfast, S oz. of oatmeal for stirabout, and 1 
pint of new milk. Dinner, 1 lb. of bread, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are very well arranged, but I consider the registries too nume- 
rous for convenience. The Governor’s journal is well kept ; and the punishment book 
shows that offences are few and punishments light. 

The pass-books are properly kept, and the system of checks is excellent. 

Officers. 

The officers, generally speaking, are well selected, and good in the subordinate classes. 

Where there is so much to praise, it is useless to record any opinion of the Local 
Inspector and Governor, except what may be gathered from the state of the prison under 
their charge. 

The number of visits, during the year, made by the extern officers will be found below. 
Local Inspector, . . 293 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . 158 

Surgeon, .... 305 Roman Catholic do., . . 104 

Protestant Chaplain, . .141 | 

Hospitals. 

The hospitals are well divided, clean, and airy. The prison is exceedingly healthy, a 
rare tiling this year. 

There is an excellent form of registry kept. The yards are large and any. 

There are only three male lunatics. 

The excellent turnkey who used to take charge of this unhappy class must, I fear, be 
superannuated. He will be a great loss. 

Doctor Carter seems indefatigable in his care of the hospital. 

A proper prescription book is wanting to meet the requirement of the Prisons’ Act. 

General Observations. 

There is a large and well-arranged store-room for the clothing of the male prisoners ; an 
improvement might, I think, be made in its ventilation by breaking out windows, so as to 
give a thorough draught, which is much wanting. 

The number of commitments to Sligo gaol during the past year was — 



Males, 


. 488 


[ Females, .120 | 

Recommitments. 


Total, 


. 608 


Males, 


. 28 


Females, . 25 


| Total, 


. 53 



Those prisoners who have been recommitted are marked with a large R. on the clothing. 
The contract prices are moderate. — Oatmeal, 15s. per cwt. ; Indian meal, 12s. per cwt. ; 
bread, 2d. per lb. ; new milk, 6d. per gallon. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector-General. 

K 2 



North District. 
CounUj of Sligo Gaol. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers. 



Hospitals. 



General Obser- 
vations. 
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County of Tyrone Gaol, at Omagh. — Visited 18th December, 1847. 



State and Accommodation. 



This gaol was, on the day of my inspection, in exceedingly good order, as far as clean- 
liness and regularity could make it ; but it presented the same melancholy picture of 
overcrowding, produced in a great measure by the prevalent distress, which has rendered 
the Irish gaols so disheartening to those interested in them during the present year. 

The morning state is given below. 



Classes. 

Master debtors, 
Pauper do., 
Felons convicted, . 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do, 
Vagrants, 

Revenue prisoners. 



Males. Females. 

2 - 

72 6 

54 4 

15 4 

34 IS 

2 
15 
8 



Classes. 

Summary convictions, 
Lunatics, 

Males, . 
Females, 

Total, . 



Males. Females. 
. 12 9 

. 6 

. 21S 41 

. 41 

. 259 



To accommodate this large number there are only GO single cells, which are entirely 
occupied by the male prisoners. The females and the pauper debtors (both of these classes 
I must speak separately of) are confined in very inadequate accommodation, consisting of 
rooms, each containing several beds. 

There is good clothing for all the prisoners, except the debtors, and even they are 
partially supplied. There is a very large hard labour class. The convicts are divided 
through the wards to prevent combination. I fear this is a necessary but most grievous 
evil. In fact, classification is entirely broken up, or nearly so, and supervision rendered 
very difficult from the numbers crowded together. 

The furniture in the wards is very good, and the table utensils are all made of delft. I 
am informed it is cheaper, and is certainly much cleaner than tin, while it cannot, like the 
latter, be put upon the fire. 

The solitary cells in the wards require ventilation, they are close and unwholesome. 

Washing troughs are much wanting in the different wards ; at present the prisoners are . 
obliged to wash at the pump or spout in each yard. 



Employment and Schools. 

There arc only two looms at present at work, as the rooms in which they stood are 
peremptorily required for accommodation. Two boys attend the looms as winders, and 
learn the trade. The best class of prisoners, such as are confined for breaches of the 
revenue laws, are selected to teach. All shoes, and the clogs for the stone-breakers, are 
made in the gaol. The instructor in this department is one of the turnkeys. The tailors 
and shoemakers arc obliged, by want of room, to be placed in the same workshop. On the 
whole, supervision is much required, but cannot be given with the present number of 
officers. Large sheds for stone-breaking have been built in the yards during the year. 
The regular hours for school in the wards are from 10 o’clock till noon, after which the 
schoolmaster devotes himself to the boys, who, I am sorry to say, are very numerous, 
committed for larcenies of provisions and vagrancy. 

The linen for the sheets and shirts is made in the gaol. 



Female Department. 

The accommodation for tliis class is quite insufficient, so much so, that no possible good 
can accrue to the prisoners from their imprisonment: — 44 women are confined in four rooms 
and two day-rooms. Classification is impossible, and regular instruction has been given up. 
This could not be otherwise, unless the Matron, who has the whole department, including 
the laundry, in charge, were furnished with assistance. Supervision, of course, must he 
equally neglected. 

The women, however, are kept pretty generally employed at sewing, knitting, carding, 
washing, &c., and the department is, to the great credit of the Matron, kept as clean and 
orderly as it could possibly he, under the circumstances. 

The laundry is neat, but small. Almost all the rooms, including that of the Matron, 
smoko very much. 

The Matron is an excellent person of her class. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient : — 8 oz. of oatmeal in stirabout for breakfast, with a 
pint of buttermilk; 11b. of good bread, with a pint of sweet milk for dinner. Supper 
has lately been discontinued by the orders of the Board, on account of the great expense. 
This step they were perfectly justified in taking, as the meal was a gratuity ou their part. 

The contracts appear to be very high all through: — 2 \d. per lb. for bread, 19s. lOrf. for 
oatmeal, per cwt., and 9 \d. for milk, per gallon, are all far higher than in the neighbouring 
counties. 

Dinner is served at a later hour than is usual in other gaols — a plan which I much approve 
of, as obviating the very long fast between dinner and the next morning’s breakfast. 
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Books and Accounts. 



North District. 



The registry and description books are separate, which renders them a little difficult to 
follow. 

The Governor’s journal is well kept. 

The form of the punishment book is excellent. 

The abstract of daily consumption is kept in conformity with the Act. 

The pass-books are numerous and regular. 

The books, on the whole, are very creditably kept. 



County of Tyrone 
Gaol, at Omagh. 
Books and Accounts. 



Officers. Officers. 

The Local Inspector and Governor arc both excellent officers, and seem most attentive 
to their respective duties. 

With regard to the subordinate officers I regret to say that, although the conduct of the 
greater number appears to be good, the Governor thought it necessary to complain of two 
of them for drunkenness. I could only record an opinion in the Board, book, which I here 
repeat, that in prisons drunkenness should be considered as entailing inevitable dismissal, 
and the Governor should be instructed to carry it out at once, subject, of course, to an 
appeal to the Board, if the charge be denied. 

The officers sleep in the wards. 

The visits paid by the non-resident officers were reported as follow for the past year : 

Local Inspector, . . . 155 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . 130 

Surgeon, .... 293 | Roman Catholic do., . . 13(5 

Protestant Chaplain, . . 206 | 



Hospitals. Hospitals. 

The hospital is well divided, and the wards airy and clean. The books are on a good 
plan, and well kept. 

The medicines are provided by an apothecary, and charged by the articles supplied. 

This department seems well managed and carefully looked after. 



Lunatics. Lunatics. 

The lunatics, six in number when I inspected the prison, were accommodated in a separate 
portion of the gaol, near the gate ; they seemed well attended to, comfortably clothed, and 
healthy. 

The rooms which they occupied seemed to me far beyond what they required ; and I 
suggested that they should be divided, there being two entrances, and a part appropriated 
to the pauper debtors as sleeping-rooms. This Mr. Campbell promised to do, and indeed 
did so, previous to my leaving the prison. 

Pauper Debtors. Pauper Debtors. 

In no prison that I have been in does the evil effect of the law of arrest for small 
sums, exhibit itself more forcibly than in this. A few words will describe a state of things 
which few persons would believe could occur in this country. There are in this prison 72 
pauper debtors, and for their accommodation there are two bed-rooms and one day-room. 

How pestilence is avoided in such a state of things it is difficult to conceive, when we 
consider that they are, in many instances, old, infirm, and clothed in then* own wretched 
rags — the number of prisoners in the other wards leaving little means of giving them 
assistance in this way. 

I received a return from Mr. Campbell of the sums for which a large number were 
confined, and I find that 27 men were deprived of their liberty, and their families left 
destitute, for the sum of £61 11s. 10 d., averaging something about 45s. a head; but many 
of them were in for sums far under that, in one instance for 16s. 

Now we must remember that if fever were to break out, as it almost certainly must, in 
that crowded ward, numbers of lives will be sacrificed, including, perhaps, those of some 
of the officers of the gaol. Surely such risks should not be run for such paltry considera- 
tions ; while in addition to all this, these persons, so put in confinement, are supported at 
the expense of the rate-payers of the county, already but too heavily taxed for their means. 



General Observations. General Obscr- 

An excellent kitchen of exceedingly solid construction, and containing four large boilers, rations, 
has been built within the year ; it was much wanting, and is a very great addition to the 
prison. On the spot where the old kitchen stood there is space to place a couple of good 
reception cells, with baths. Few things tend more to preserve the health of a gaol than 
a rigid system of medical examination, upon the admission of prisoners ; if this be accom- 
panied, as it ought to be, by bathing each person, and placing their clothes to steam in an 
oven, much disease would be prevented. 

The privies are not good, and require cleansing by a forcing pump for washing the 
sewers. A tank might be established for this purpose, but at ah events by placing rain 
gutters over the whole building, a quantity of water might be made to pass through them. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

The bridewell at Strabane is clean and well kept. 

The books are accurate, but a visitor’s book is required. 

The walls are too low, and the entrance to the cells, through the keeper’s house, is 
objectionable for many reasons. A new entrance might easily be made in front of the prison. 
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County of Westmeath 
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Tlie requisition of the Local Inspector, forwarded on the 18th of January, should he 
attended to. ■ , 

The report of the Local Inspector of Clogher, the Rev. Brownlow Ashe, shows that 
ever}' thing is in good order at that prison. He observes, that there is room for more beds 
in the prison ; and in the present time of extreme pressure in the gaols, I have no doubt 
that his view is correct, and that they should be furnished. 

The keeper at Dungannon does not seem to require any thing for the prison ; and it is 
difficult to judge of the necessity of other alterations mentioned by him as desirable 
without personal inspection, which I was unable to accomplish. 

Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



County or Westmeath Gaol, at Mullingar. — Visited 16th of November, 1847. 

I found this gaol full, but not as much crowded, in proportion to its accommodation, 
as many others. There were confined on the day of my inspection, — 



Males. 



Classes. 

Master debtors, 

Pauper do., . . 13 

Convicted felons, . . 77 

Do. misdemeanants, 14 
Untried felons, . . 12 

_ Do. misdemeanants, 3 
Vagrants, ... 1 



3 

26 



Classes. 

Summary convictions, 



Males, . 
Females, 



. 134 
55 



Of this number, however, 43 were convicts, of whom the greater number were removed 
soon after, so as to reduce the number of prisoners to one more in proportion to the 
accommodation, which consists of, 



Single cells. 
Solitary do., 
Rooms with beds, 



State and Accommodation. 

• . 91 I Day-rooms, . 

• • 6 I Yards, . 

. 11 



I should recommend the construction of a few solitary cells in the yard attached to the 
building in winch those at present used are situated. These latter might, with <reat 
advantage, be converted into work-rooms. 

The above statement will show that, although not unhealthily crowded, classification 
must be difficult in the present state of things. The jnnior prisoners, however, are kept 
apart from the others. The clothing of prisoners is still in a degree deficient, hut I have 
reason to believe will soon be completed. 

The turnkeys sleep in the wards. 

Commitments during past year. 

Males, . . 660 [ Females, . . 241 | Total, . ,901 

Recommittals during past year, 

Mides, . . 20 | Females, . . 11 | Total, . 40 

Employment and Schools. 

There w , 1 am hajipy to say, a good deal of employment for the prisoners in this gaol. 

S ™'llT S T at W ° r i '' m , £ i' ieze . ™ d Uankets am made ; the cloth is madefbut 
not irnUed. Some very good sacking is also made. Some of the turnkeys are wS 
qualified to act as instructors ; and classes of tailors and shoemakers are at work under 
then- supmntcndence. There are also good workshops for smiths and carpenters™”* 
of which trades are carried on in the gaol. 11 ‘ 

School is kept in the day-rooms, two hours in the morning, and the same in the evemire 
The } ounger prisoners are principally attended to. * 

The registries, both in the male and female departments, arc correctly kept : and it ■ 
instracrion given” to 1 them!*' of the M considerably by the 

Female Department. 

. k he in this department is better than I had been led to expect • it is 

tW ■, lif ani , \ d ‘\ and warm, although badly arranged for classification? of 'which 
there is little, except by character. The women are all kept employed in the usual modes 
such as sewing, spinning, carding, and washing. ‘ 1 ' 

The laundry is very small and bad. 

This department is kept very clean. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient, but I am, on principle, opposed to giving two meals 
of stirabout on the same day. This should be altered at once 6 s v 
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Books and Accounts. North District. 

The accounts appear to be very correctly kept. I recommended, an alteration in the County of Westmeath 
system of pass-books, which I think would be found advantageous. Gaol < at Mullingar. 

The Gate Porter’s book is very well arranged. _ _ Books and Accounts. 

A proper hospital book is much required, showing the dates of admission and discharge 
or death, as well as the nature of the disease. Separate books of expenditure and profit 
of the works are kept, and considerable sums appear to be credited to the Board of 
Superintendence. 



Officers. Officers. 

The officers seem generally to attend well to their duties. Mr. Tyrrell, the Governor, 
and Mr. Deverell, his Deputy, are valuable officers in their separate posts. 

The number of visits paid by the extern officers during the last year arc returned as 
follow : — 

Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, 147 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . . .146 

Surgeon, 276 | Itoman Catholic do., . . .61 

Hospitals. Hospitals. 

■ The hospital is small, but the accommodation appears to be sufficient for the present 
number of patients. It is cleanly kept, and the separation between the sexes is good. 

Lunatics. Lunatics. 

There was only one lunatic in the gaol, and he was not committed as such. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet the first Thursday in every month. All payments 
are made half-yearly, except to the turnkeys, who receive their wages monthly. 

The Grand Jury present in advance the sum estimated as the probable expenditure of 
coming half-year. 

General Observations. 

The store is in good order, but damp. I recommended that a stove should be procured 
to bake the prisoners’ clothing before it is put aside. 

Sheets are in use. The blankets appear to me to be rather thin. 

The chapel is small, but well divided. 



Bonrd of Super- 
intendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



Number of Committals during the past year. 

Males, . . 660 | Females, . . 241 [ Total, . .901 

Recommittals. 

Males, . . 29 | Females, . . 11 | Total, . . 40 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

There is but one bridewell in this county, that of Moate, which the circumstances 
that are set forth in my general report prevented me from inspecting. 



Clement Johnson, Inspector- General. 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



South District. 



County of Carlow Gaol. — Visited on the 13th January, 1845. 



OiKMtji of Carlow 
Gaol. 

Visited Jail. I3.1S4S. 



There were confined, on the day of my inspection, the following number of prisoners — 190. 
The above number is thus divided by the return of the Governor of the gaol — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Debtors, 


19 


4 


Criminals, 


113 


52 


Crown witnesses, 


2 


- 


Males, . 


134 


56 


Females, 


56 





Total, . . 190 

I think it proper to mention, that under the head of criminals are included untried felons 
and misdemeanants, vagrants, deserters, drunkards, and lunatics. The actual number of 
tried felons being — 

Males, . . SI I Females, . 28 | Total, . . 79 

I find that one of the convicts here is under a rule of transportation since October, 1846. 
Total Commitments during the year. 

Males, . . 1,003 | Females, . 414 | Total, . . 1,417 
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South District. 

County of Carlow 
Gaol. 

State and Accom- 
modation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



female Department. 



Dietary. 



Hooka anil Accounts. 






Hospital. ' 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superinten- 



State and Accommodation. 

The accommodation, for this number of prisoners is — 



Single cells, ..... 71 

Solitary cells, ..... 3 

Rooms with beds — generally for debtors, . 7 

Total, . . 81 



Leaving the last class out of this enumeration, I find, on examining the prison, that in 
most cases three persons were confined in one cell ; and on measuring it, I found its 
dimensions to he only 8 feet by o\. Most part of the cells is extremely dark and incon- 
venient — and several bad bedsteads with loose timber bottoms. The room for the prisoners’ 
clothes is damp, and infested by rats. 

The mixing up the vagrant beggars and children with felons is an extremely vicious 
system ; and I beg to recommend that some effective measures should be adopted to 
remedy such an evil. 

Employment and Schools. 

Males — Tread-wheel, breaking stones, weaving, winding, carpenter work, smith work, 
shoe-making, nail-making, &c. 

F cmales. — Spinning, knitting, washing, and plain work. 

Female Department. 

The accommodation under this head is extremely bad and limited. Classification is 
impossible ; and I fully concur in the representations, under this head, of Captain Johnson 
in his last general report. 

Dietary. 

Bread and milk, good and sufficient, and according to the regulations ; and no complaint 
whatever on the part of the prisoners. 

For breakfast each prisoner is allowed lib. brown bread and one pint sweet milk ; and 
for dinner, 4 lb. meal for stirabout, and one pint buttermilk. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts appear to be correctly kept. 

Officers. 

The officers, with their salaries, are as follow : — 



s. 


d. 








£ 


s. 


d. 


IS 


4 


Matron — C. Gavan, 




50 


0 


0 


13 


Turnkey— 


-Robert T unstead, 




30 


0 


0 


13 


104 


Do. 


W. Jones, 




30 


0 


0 


G 


2~ 


Do. 


II. Parker, . 




30 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Do. 


W. Chalmers, . 




30 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Clerk — R. 


Brown, 




20 


0 


0 



Protestant Chaplain — Same, 

11. Catholic do. Rev. W. Joy 
Physician — Doctor Rawson, 

Governor — R. M ! Dowell, 

Deputy — J. Canniff, 

By the Governor’s return It appears that during the past roar the following visits were 
made — 



Local Inspector, . . .173 

Protestant Chaplain, . . .173 



Roman Catholic Chaplain . . 104 

Physician, . . . . .154 



The Governor is a very intelligent person, and well acquainted with the performance of 
Ins duties. He complains that his staff is still insufficient. The High Sheriff has lately 
given him an additional turnkey. 

. ? ho *f? tr01 ' bas 110 P aid assistant, and cannot, without such, properly conduct the super- 
vision ot her department. 



Hospital. 

There arc six males aud three females in this department, which appears to ho dean and 
properly kept. There is no disease of an infectious nature. 

Lunatics. 

Of tliis class there are only five males. 



Board of Superintendence. 
The Board consists of the following gentlemen : 



Colonel Bruen, m.p. 

Hon. and Very Rev. Dean Bernard. 
Hugh Ealkner, Esq., j.p. 

B. B. Newton, Esq., j.p. 

H. Rochfort, Esq., j.p. 

W. 11. Stewart, Esq. 



William Ducket, Esq., j.p. 
John Alexander, Esq. 

H. Waters, Esq., j.p. 

J. H. Eustace, Esq., j.p. 
W. Fisbbourne, Esq. 



The members of this Board attend regularly, and appear to devote much 
general superintendence of the prison. 



attention to tho 
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General Observations. Soft h Dis trict. 

I am pleased to find that the recommendations of my predecessors, as to further accom- Countyof Carlow 
modation (which is absolutely necessary), are about to he carried into effect. I am Gaol. 

particularly anxious that the present system of compelling three prisoners to sleep in a cell General Observa- 
of the limited dimensions hereinbefore referred to (and which, under the present arrange- tions. 
ment, I admit is unavoidable), will be speedily remedied by still further accommodation. 

I would suggest the propriety of the wooden bedsteads alluded to (as such, in the event of 
any insubordination, might be used for improper purposes) should be discontinued. 

The gaol was very clean, and every thing appeared to be in as correct a state as could 
be expected from its inconvenient construction, and its present crowded condition. I would 
be" to repeat the suggestion in Captain Johnson's last report, for the adoption of a forcing 
pu°np to conduct water into the prison for the cleansing of the sewers and privies. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



County or Clare Gaol, at Ennis.— Visited 25th January, 1848. 
State and Accommodation. 



County of Clare Gaol, 
'at Ennis. 

Visited Jan. 25,1848. 



There were, on my inspection, prisoners confined of all classes, 410- 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Soldier tried, 
Summary committals, 



Males. 

58 

56 

64 

118 



14 

15 



Classes. 
Vagrant beggf 
Lunatics, 

Males, 
Females, . 



-classified as follow : 
Males. Females. 

. 4 4 

. 13. 2 

. 329 81 

. 81 



There has been a considerable increase in the number of prisoners (410) in this gaol. 

The average for the year past was only 170. _ . 

There are 115 single cells, 6 solitary, and 14 rooms with beds. The cots, made m the 
o-aol, and which are placed in the rooms, contribute much to afford the required accom- 
modation. Under all the circumstances, the classification and discipline are perfect. The 
"aol is dry, clean, and well regulated ; the sewers are kept well cleansed by means of 
water. The turnkeys sleep in each department. There is excellent storage. The chapel 
is on a good plan, contrived to classify the prisoners when attending service. 

Employment and Schools. _ Employment and 

The employment here is conducted on a very good and extensive system. The turnkeys Schools, 
teach weaving, shoe-making, tailoring, carpenter and smithwork. All the clothing and 
blankets were hitherto made within the gaol, but this year the Board have been compelled 
to purchase blankets, in consequence of the extraordinary increase of prisoners. There is 
an excellent factory also erected, so as to keep the prisoners separately employed at their 
respective trades, under the superintendence of a turnkey. 

There is a schoolmaster employed, from whose attention considerable benefit has been 
derived ; 136 male prisoners were taught to read and write during the past year. 

Female Department. 

In consequence of the increase of female prisoners, an apartment, on the separate 
system, has been allotted to their accommodation. This department is correctly super- 
intended by Miss Palmer, the Matron, who conducts the school. The prisoners are 
employed in spinning, carding, knitting, and needlework ; there is a good laundry, but 
the drying-room attached requires a heating apparatus. I found this branch in the best 
state of order and cleanliness, and was glad to learn that 17 females had been taught to 
read and write. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good and sufficient, and is regularly inspected by both Chaplains, who 
keep the registry. The bread is baked in the gaol. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are very regularly kept, and the Board pay the accounts monthly. 



Female Department. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Governor — John D’Arcy, • ■ 300 

Prot. Chap Rev. W. J. Williamson, 46 

It. C. Chap. — Rev. F. O’Shaugbnessy, 46 
Physician — P. M. Cullinau, . . 54 

Apothecary — Michael Green, . 20 

Clerk — G. D’Arcy, ... 50 

Matron — Mary Palmer, . . 40 

Schoolmaster — Thomas Grady, • 30 

1st Turnkey — Nicholas Lysaght, . 40 

2nd do. Patrick Considine, . 40 

3rd do. P. Cunningham, . 30 

4th do. Cornel. Jordan, . 30 

5th do. Pat Donnellan, • 30 

There is no officer on gaol allowance. 





d. 








£ 


s. 


d. 


0 


0 


6th Turnkev — James Ginty, 


27 


0 


O 


3 


0 


7tli 


do. 


Stephen Hehir, 


27 


0 


O 


3 


0 


8th 


do. 


Patrick O’Dwyer, . 


27 


0 


0 


0 


0 


9th 


do. 


John O’Connor, . 


26 


0 


0 


0 


0 


10th 


do. 


James Liddy, 


26 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Uth 


do. 


John Cusack, 


26 


0 


0 


0 


0 


12 th 


do. 


Michael Naughten, 


26 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Assistant — Anne Moor, 


15 


0 


0 


0 


0 


do. 


Margaret Hcliir, . 


15 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Nurse- 


-Bridget Lysaght, 


24 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Watchman— 


-Michael Flaherty, 


20 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Messenger — James Flaherty, 


6 


0 


0 
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South District. 

County of Clare Gaol, 
at Ennis. 



Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



General Obser- 
vations. 



County of Cork Gaol. 
Visited fan. 19, 1818. 



State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools, 



Visits during the last year. 

Surgeon, . . . . .195 

Protestant Chaplain, . . . 155 

Roman Catholic do., . . . .173 

Hospital. 

The hospital is well arranged and well ventilated. The male and female wards are 
properly separated. Eighteen died during the past year. The books are correct. 



Lunatics. 



There were, at my inspection, 13 male and two female lunatics. The male lunatics were 
kept in a separate class, and correctly and properly superintended by two prisoners 
selected by the Governor. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Sir Lucius O’Brien, Bart., j.p. 

James Malony, Esq., j.p. 

Bindon Blood, Esq., J.P. 

John O’Brien, Esq., j.p. 

R. J. Stackpool, Esq., j.p. 

John Singleton, Esq., j.p. 

The Board meet on the first day of each month. 



Luke Brady, Esq., j.p. 
Charles Mahon, Esq. 
William Kean, Esq. 

James B. Butler, Esq., j.p. 
James O’Dwyer, Esq., j.p. 
John Enright, Esq., j.p. 



General Observations. 

The Governor, Mr. D’Arcy, was confined to Iris bed by illness on the day of my inspec- 
tion. His son, Mr. Giles D’Arcy, the clerk, acted as his deputy, and appeared quite 
conversant with every rule connected with the discipline and efficiency of the establish- 
ment. The turnkeys are clothed in uniform, and are certainly well acquainted -with their 
duties. The whole establishment is in a state of order and regularity highly creditable 
to all those charged with its superintendence. There is no Local Inspector. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 



County of Cork Gaol. — Visited on the 19th January, 1848. 



The total number of prisoners at the period of my inspection this day amounted to 1,162 — ' 
classified as follow : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Fem. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Fem. 


Debtors, .... 


. 87 


4 


Lunatics, . 


4 


2 


Convicted felons and misdemeanants, 500 


197 








Untried do. do., 


192 


53 


Males, 


. 895 


267 


Vagrants, .... 


. 98 


_ 


Females, . 


. 267 




Offences against Excise, 


2 


_ 









Committed summarily, . 


.' 12 


11 


Total, 


. 1,162 





State and Accommodation. 

The accommodation for prisoners in this gaol is by no means adequate to the unfor- 
tunately crowded state in which I found it on my inspection. On the day of the last 
general inspection there were 3 55 prisoners in the gaol, and the average of the year was 
280; while at present the actual number in custody is 1,162, and the average of last 
year 935. For these 1 find the state of accommodation to be — 

Single cells, 171 I Solitary, 5 

Rooms with beds, .... 85 

Hospital, 8 | Total, . . . .269 

The necessary result is, that several prisoners — sometimes eight — are placed in the one 
cell ; and it is needless to observe, how detrimental such a state of things must he to the 
health, morals, and discipline of the inmates. Notwithstanding the above great increase, 
classification and discipline are well enforced. The stores were good and well aired, and 
an admirable system adopted in the storing and labelling the prisoners’ clothing. 

Employment and Schools. 

There is no schoolmaster, but the turnkeys devote two hours each day to the teaching 
of their respective classes. 

The employment of the prisoners is carried on on an extensive and useful system. 

I saw them actually employed in the several trades of weaving, mat-making, tailoring, 
smith and carpenter work, shoe-making, rope-making, picking oakum ; and in the house of 
correction, 112 were on the tread-mill and 20 at stone-breaking. Some were employed, 
under an experienced baker, in the making of the bread for the whole establishment. 

The females were employed in washing and making the bedding and clothing, spinning 
wool and flax, knitting and needlework. 

A great po'rtion of the blankets at present used in the gaol, has been manufactur ed by 
the prisoners. 
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Female Department. Bopt h Dis trict. 

In this department 275 prisoners were confined — including 90 vagrant beggars ; and I County of Cork Gaol. 
lament to say, that 12, and sometimes even 14, were placed in one cell. For so large an Female Department, 
establishment, the laundry is had and inconvenient. I recommended the introduction of a 
mangle. There were here 32 children, 1 1 women under sentence of transportation, and 
three lunatics — none of the latter troublesome. I am hound to say, that this department 
appeared in the best state of order and cleanliness, under the care of the respectable and 
intelligent Matron, Mrs. Casey. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

Bread and milk of good quality, and sufficient. 

Breakfast — 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of sweet milk ; dinner — the same. 

The bread, as I have already stated, is baked within the gaol. 



Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are very correctly kept in every department, for which a clerk 
is employed, at an annual salary of £40. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ 



Local Superintendent — Edward R- 1 jgq 0 0 
Townsend, Esq., m.d., . j 

Surgeon — Wm. Beamish, Esq., m.d., 74 0 0 

Protestant Chaplain — Rev. J. Egan, 46 3 11 
E,oman Catholic do. Rev. F. O’Sullivan, 46 3 11 
Apothecary — William C. Townsend, 20 0 0 
Governor — Farmar Lloyd, . 400 0 0 

Matron — Mary Casey, . . 50 0 0 

Clerk — Henry Thornhill, . . 40 0 0 

Turnkey — George Garrett, . 43 7 6 

Do. William Stevenson, . 42 0 0 

Do. James Bogan, . . 37 10 0 

Do. William Roche, . 35 0 0 

Do. Robert Harding, . 35 0 0 

Do. Joseph Bass, . - 35 0 0 

Do. J. Sullivan, . . 35 0 0 

Do. J. Kelly, . . 35 0 0 



Turnkey — R. Curran. 
Do. 13 



William Beecliam, 
Simon Flynn, . 
William Neill, . 

J. Sweeny, 

J. Sheedy, 

M. Kennedy, . 

A. Loony, 

E. Vanston, 
William Regan, 
Catherine Roche, 
Jane Beecham, 
Nurse — Anne Kelly, 

Do. M. Kennedy, 

At gate — E. Bogan, 

Do. Honora Regan, . 



Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Visits paid by Officers during the year. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 
Assistant do., 



180 

343 

72 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do., 



30 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

20 

20 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



177 

240 



No allowance to gaol officers, except fuel, candles, and clothing. 



Hospitals. Hospitals. 

There are two hospitals for males, and one for females. They appear to be well 
arranged, clean, and ventilated. There were 59 males and 22 females in the hospitals. 

The medicines, which are purchased, are compounded in the gaol by an Apothecaiy, Mr. 

W. C. Townsend, -whose salary, £20, appears very low. 

It appears, during the past year, there died — 

Males, . . . . 310 

Females, ... 38 



Total, . . 34S 

But these deaths principally occurred during the summer, and while the recent epidemic 
was so prevalent. 

Lunatics. 

The prisoners of this class amount to four males and three females — and were not 
troublesome. 



Lunatics. 



J. H. Smyth Barry, Esq., J.P. 
Sir George Goold, Bart. 

S. T. W. French, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Atkins, Esq., j.p. 



Board of Superintendence. 
Daniel F. Leahy, Esq., 

John J. Heard, Esq., j.p. 
Thomas G. French, Esq. 
Nicholas Dunscomb, Esq., j.p. 



Board of Superinten- 
dence. 

Colonel Burke, j.p. 

Edward D. Freeman, Esq., j.p. 

William K. Rogers, Esq., j.p. 

William R. Meade, Esq., J.P. 



General Observations. 

It is but just to observe, that while there must be a necessary and unavoidable deviation 
from the important rules laid down for the government of prisons in a gaol so circum- 
stanced as this, still every exertion is made to mitigate the evil, by the most unremitting 
and, I may add, successful attention to the regularity, subordination, and classification of 
the inmates. The tread-mill, as it should in every prison, is made available for the con- 
veyance of water into each department; but its utility might be much increased by 
directing the water also into the sewers. 

I deeply regretted to find, on my inspection of this as well as of other prisons, that the 



General Observa- 
tions. 
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South Dis trict, gaol is considered and sought after by the destitute classes as a comfortable refuge and 
County of Cor* Gaol. Sec ™% from the poorilOUSe. 

The zeal, attention, and experience of Dr. Townsend, the Local Inspector, have been 
successfully devoted to the management and progressive improvement of this large 
establishment. 

.Mr. Lloyd, who was formerly in charge of the house of correction, was only appointed 
within the last six months to be Governor of the gaol, and appeal's to have an accurate 
knowledge of the duties of so responsible a situation. 

BridewelIs - Bridewells. 

Fermoy .— On inspecting this bridewell, I found the outer door leading to the yard open. 
There are six single cells in it, and one for drunkards. No separation between the male 
and female classes, except when locked in their cells. There were 19 men and 22 women 
confined^ The bedding and cells were in a filthy state. The book appeared to be well 
kept. Keeper — W illiain Syms, at a salary of £20. 

Mitchelstown . — I found the entrance door to this prison also open. The keeper was 
absent, and his grand- daughter, a young person, was in charge. Six men were confined 
in the day-room, in which the density of the smoke was so great that I could not see the 
prisoners. In the absence of the keeper I was unable to see the books. His name is 
Robert Fetherstone — salary £15. 

Macroom . — The keeper of this bridewell is James Butler, at a salary of £25. I found 
it in good order. It has four cells for males and two for females, with two day-rooms, 
which are used as kitchens. The two departments are properly separated. The chimneys 
smoke, and it appeared damp. There were no prisoners confined on the day of my 
inspection. J 

Millstreet . — William Clarke, keeper, at a salary of £15. It contains only one cell, with 
one bed, for males, and one sleeping-room, with three beds, for females. It has two yards 
and one day-room. I found it in good order, and the keeper’s books,correct. 

The keeper’s apartments arc very confined. There were two male prisoners in it on the 
day of 1113" inspection. The Local Inspector’s last visit was noted 13th February, 1847. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 



t 'ill/ of Cor l Gaol. 
Visited Jan. 11), 18J8. 



State and Accom- 
modation. 



City or Cork Gaol. — Visited 19 th January, 184S. 

Tiie total number of prisoners confined in the above gaol at the period of mv inspection 
amounted to 178, classified as follow : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females- 


Debtors, 


. 38 


3 


Deserters, 






Felons convicted, . , 


. 58 


20 






Misdemeanants do., 


. 21 


12 


Males, . 


. 130 


48 


Felons untried, 


. 4 


3 


Females, 


. 48 




Vagrants. 


7 


4 












Total, . 


. 178 





State and Accommodation. 

It will bo seen that the number of cells (108, together with 11 rooms with beds) ought 
to afford sufficient accommodation as compared with the number of prisoners ; but ow?n" 
to the damp and wet state of many of the cells and corridors, it is impossible to make 
them available for any use. 

This, necessarily, compels the officers to depart occasionally from the proper system of 
separation. I find no improvement whatever in this prison since the last inspection of 
Captain Johnson. The classification, however, is as correct as possible, under the 
circumstances. In some of the colls I found the bedding separated from the flags only 
by a thin board. This evil should be remedied by the introduction of bedsteads. The 
store-room was good, but rather confined. There are two chapels in this gaol — one for 
the Protestants, and the other for the Roman Catholics. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Employment and Schools. 

_ The employment consisted of making shoes, and tailoring for the establishment. Some 
were on the tread-mill, which was complained of as not being sufficiently powerful for 
the useful and salutary purposes to which it ought always to be directed. The juvenile 
offenders were employed at stone-breaking. There is no regular school, but the turnkeys 
taught m their respective classes. 



Female Department. Female Department. 

The female class appeared to lie well conducted under the superintendence of the 
Matron ; but I cannot avoid referring to the particularly damp and unwholesome state of 
the cells set apart for the use of tins department. The women were employed in making 
and repairing prison clothing, washing, and neeclle-work. 

The laundry is extremely inconvenient, and requires to be remodelled. A drying-room 
also should be erected. 
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Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Dietary. South District. 

The allowance is— breakfast, 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of milk. Dinner — the same, City of Cork Gaol. 
but the bread was not sufficiently baked. I placed an observation to this effect on the Dietary, 
visiting book ; and I learned, with satisfaction, that my opinion was corroborated by that 
of the Chaplains and Surgeon. 

Boohs and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are kept most correctly by William Geary, the head turnkey. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ s. d. £ s. c 

0 0 Turnkey — Ganet Condon, . . 27 6 

3 l Do. John Stanley, . . 27 6 

3 l Do. Joseph Magratli, . . 27 6 

0 0 Do. William Irwin, . . 27 6 

0 0 Do. Richard M'Carthy, . 27 6 

0 0 Do. James Casey, . . 27 6 

0 0 Matron — Margaret Meade, . . 35 2 

6 0 Assistant do. — Margaret Kelleher, . 23 8 

0 0 Do. Jane Stavley, . .50 

6 0 Nurse — Teresa Giltinan, . . 24 18 



Local Inspector — James C. Perry, . 
Protest. Chaplain — Rev. W. Neligan, 
Roman Catholic do. — Rev. D. Foley, 
Surgeon — Wm. Beamish, Esq., m.d., 
Apothecary — W. T. Jones, Esq., 
Governor — Francis D. Murphy, 

Head Turnkey — William Geary, 
Turnkey — Sam. Trouuce, 

Do. Daniel Giltinan, 

Do. William Plant, 



161 

161 



Visits paid by the following Officers during the year, viz. 

Local Inspector, .... 138 I Protestant Chaplain, . 

Surgeon, . . . . 351 Roman Catholic do., . 

Apothecary, .... 89 | 

None of the officers receive gaol allowance, except fuel and candles, to those residing 
within the prison. 

Hospital. 1 

The hospital appears clean and well ventilated. There were Sve men and three women in 
it— one of the former in fever. The medicines are supplied by contract, and compounded 
by a salaried apothecary within the gaol. 

Board of Superintendence. 

Thomas Lyons, Esq., j.p. I Edmund Burke, Esq. 

Charles Sagrue, Esq., J.p. F. R. Leahy, Esq. 

Paul M'Swiney, Esq. D. Donegan, Esq. 

John Hodder, Esq. I M. Cagney, Esq. 



The Mayor of Cork. 

John Bagwell, Esq., J.P. 

II. B. Wcstropp, Esq., J.P. 
James Roche, Esq., j.p. 



General Observations. 

I have little to add to my foregoing observations in detail. The Governor I believe t; 
to be anxious and zealous in the performance of his duties; but I regretted to find, on 
examining his registry, a deviation from the rules which define the legal responsibility 
with which be is invested. It appeared that two convicts had been leg-ironed for ten 
days, on a charge of insubordination, without any warrant or vjvittm ortex from a member 
of the Board of Superintendence, being a Justice ot the Peace ; but from the explanation 
given by the Governor, I am satisfied there will be no repetition of such irregularity. _ 

I was pleased to find that the Recorder of this city holds his sessions weekly, which 
relieves the gaol of an accumulation of untried prisoners. 

City Bridewell of Cork. 

Inspected 19th January, 1S4S. This important adjunct to the city gaol is under the 
superintendence of the same Board and Local Inspector. The keeper is Howard Rico, at 
a salary of £70 ; the Matron, Mary A. Dow, £30, with five turnkeys. It contains eight 
cells— Jour for males, and four for females, without beds The prisoners are properly 
separated. There is one cell for refractory males, and another for females. It has also 
two sleeping-rooms, one for males, and the other for females, for prisoners for further 
•‘xamination. The whole establishment and the books are correctly kept. 

The number of prisoners committed to this establishment for the last year amounted to 
Drunkards, ; ; ; Kg 



General Obsorva- 



Drunkards, 
Other offences, 



Total, . ■ 7,008 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



County or Galway Gaol.— Visited on the ?th Febeoaky, 1848. OmajgG^ 

The Governor's return of the 7th February stated the following number of prisoners to Vi .W F,l. 7, 18 . 8 . 
be in confinement : — 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, . 
Misdemeanants do., 
Under Revenue laws, 
Committed summarily 



Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


13 


3 


Lunatics, 


. - 


4 


95 


46 




. — 




38 


43 


Males, . 


. 614 


315 


128 

136 


24 

61 


Females, 


. 315 




1 

203 


134 


Total, 


. 929 
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South Dis trict. State and Accommodation. 

County of Galway P n m 7 visit to this gaol, on the 7th of February, there were, as above enumerated, 929 
Ga°l. prisoners. When I inspected the gaol on the following day, 8th February, there had been 

State and Accommo- discharged, in the morning, 25 males and 16 females, leaving the gross number then con- 
fined 888. For this large number the accommodation consists only of 92 single cells, six 
rooms with beds, and 1 0 day-rooms, besides the kitchen and hospital apartments. 

The number confined on the last annual inspection was 129, making an increase since 
that period of 759. The greatest number in gaol during the past year was 539 (males 401, 
females 138), showing an increase of 349. The gaol having been erected on the old system] 
and intended for about 100 prisoners, it may be easily understood, that no classification or 
proper arrangements whatever can be enforced in a prison so lamentably circumstanced. 
It appears damp, and the hot-air apparatus has not been attempted. Some of the bedding 
was placed on the ground. In consequence of the necessity of supplying bedsteads for the 
patients in hospital, I have furnished the Local Inspector (for the Board of Superinten- 
dence) with an order, pursuant to the Act, for 400 pair of blankets, 200 bedsteads, 300 
prison dresses, and 300 bed-tick ens. 

I am bound to say, I found tlio prison clean and orderly, notwithstanding its present 
unfortunate position. 

Employment ami Employment and Schools. 

It is impossible for the Governor and officers to superintend any system of employment 
or schools in the present crowded and dangerous state of the gaol. A tailor, a shoemaker, 
and a weaver were employed. The tread-wheel pumps water, and grinds bones and corn! 



Female Department. 



Books and Accounts. 



Female Department. 

This department was densely crowded, as well as the other classes, but it was as orderly 
as 1 could expect. Many females appeared in a wretched condition, but the Matron seemed 
most anxious to attend to all the wants of those under her charge. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast— 8 oz. of Indian meal, made into stirabout, and 1 pint of sweet mill- 
Dinner — 1 lb. of bread, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 

The provisions are good, and supplied by contract, with the exception of Indian meal. 
Boohs and Accounts. 

The boohs and accounts are well and regularly kept by Mr. Mason, the Clerk. 

The present liabilities of the gaol appear as follow : 



Amount due to Bank of Ireland, 

Officers’ salaries to 31st December, 1847, 
Provisions and sundries, 



By amount of presentment payable, Spring Assizes, 1848, 



1,490 

528 

2,231 



7 



4,249 14 6£ 
2,300 0 0 



Officers and Salaries. 



T , Bshmce, . . . £1,949 14 6i 

It will be seen by the above statement (furnished by the Clerk), that the officers’ salaries 
are considerably in arrear. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ s. d. 



Governor — Thomas R. Ryan, 

Local Inspector — Rev. John Darcy. 
R. C. Chaplain — Rev. G. Commins, 
Protestant do. Rev'. M. Eyton, 
Surgeon — J. A. Veitch, 

Clerk — George Mason, 

1st Turnkey — P. Kerrigan, 

2nd do. A. Belford, . 

3rd do. J ohn Kelly, . 

4th do. Pat Mitchell, 

5th do. James Reilly, 

6th do. John Clancy, 

The great experience of Mr 



8 

73 16 10 
46 3 



50 0 
46 0 
36 0 

30 0 
30 0 
30 0 



7tli Turnkey — Thomas Hogan, 

8th do. Peter Wolfe, 

9th do. Mat. Donohue, 

10th do. John O’Neill, 

1 1th do. Thomas Philips, 

Matron — Margaret Foy, 

Assistant do. Mary Burke, . 

Hospital do. Anne Lambert, 

1st do. Nurse — Mary Thornton, . 
2nd do. Mary A. Hamilton. 

3rd do. Cath. Geoghegan, 

Cook — Christopher Ferris, 



£ s. d. 
25 0 0 



35 0 
19 



19 8 0 

19 S 0 

20 0 0 



Hospital. 



- U M- Jei , ienc ® 01 JVir - Darcy, Local Inspector, enables him to superintend the 
gaol with great advantage, under its afflicting circumstances. The Governor deserves 

sms&esst 1 "" 118 ^ “ 1116 rerf — 

Visits of Officers for 1847. 

Local Inspector, .... 97 I Protestant Chaplain, . . .172 

burgeon, . .... 269 | Roman Catholic do., . . . 458 

The Cook is the only officer on gaol allowance. 

Hospital. 

The hospital consists of six rooms. There has been a timber shed erected (as an 
patients^ P )s 9 l6) but there were there ’ on tlie da Y * “7 inspection, 35 
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There were altogether 121 sick in hospital, 100 of whom were in fever, and the 
remainder in dysentery. 

Dr. Veitch is a valuable medical officer ; is most anxious for, and in constant attendance 
on, the sick. He pays the Apothecary. 106 died during the year 1847. 

Lunatics. 

There were four female lunatics on the day of my inspection. 



South District. 

County of Gain-ay 
Gaol. 

Lunatics. 



Rev. James Daly, Warden. 
James H. Burke, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Martin, Esq., j.p. 
Burton Persse, Esq., j.p. 



Board of Superintendence. 
Frauds Blake, Esq., j.p. 

T. N. Redington, Esq., j.p. 
A. O’Flaherty, M.P., j.p. 

A. W. Blake, Esq., J.P. 



James Martin, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Bodkin, Esq., j.p. 
Pierce Joyce, Esq., j.p. 
Denis Kir wan, Esq., j.p. 



The Board meet oil the first Saturday in each month. 

General Observations. General 

I feel scarcely competent to describe the awful and dangerous state in which I deeply tl0ns - 
regretted to find the gaol of the county of Galway. It presented to me the appearance, 
not only of a prison, hut that of a poorhonse and an infirmary. The prisoners were, m 
general, the most wretched class of human beings I ever beheld— badly clothed, and 
emaciated from the destitution to which they had been exposed, and from which many 
sought refuge in the gaol, by asking alms, and by the commission of petty crimes, lhe 
greater portion, if not all, of those summarily committed, had been convicted under the 
Vagrant Act. It will be seen that I have given an order to enable the Board to supply an 
additional number of blankets, prison dresses, and bedsteads. Fever and dysentery are 
prevalent amongst the unfortunate prisoners ; some die before they can be brought to tlie 
hospital, which is filled with the sick and dying. Clad in miserable and filthy rags, 
crowded together during the day, and heaped together during the night, contagious 
disease lias taken root within the prison walls, and I apprehend that extensive mortality 
wiR be the speedy and inevitable result. 

Bridewells. Bndev 

Evrecourt. The accommodation here consists of five cells, one day -room, and one yard 

for males ; one cell, one day-room, and one yard for females. There is one cell occupied 
by keeper. One of tho yards was not clean, and should be gravelled. Two of the sashes 
are rotten, and require to be renewed. There is no proper supply of water, and a pump 
should be erected here, as recommended in last report. The walls are quite too low for 
the proper security of prisoners. There was one male prisoner confined on the day ot my 
visitf The books are tolerably well kept by James Dunbar, the keeper, whose salary is 

^Ballinashe . — There are here seven cells for males, and two cells for females, and two 
day-rooms. The bridewell appears damp, but I found it clean. The books are correctly 
kept by Richard Skerrit, the keeper, who has a salary of £18 9s. I found confined six 
male and three female prisoners for further examination. 

Loughrea . — There are here four cells for male and four for female prisoners, with two 
day-rooms and two yards. The latter should be kept ‘cleaner, but the prison was clean 
and orderly. There were confined, on the day of my inspection, 14 male and five female 
prisoners. E. Nethercote is keeper, at a salary of £27 9s. The books are properly kept 
by his mother. , , , „ . r 

I regret much that the limited period allowed, since the death of my predecessor, for 
my general inspection, has prevented me from visiting at present the other bridewells ot 

the county. Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General, 



County of the Town of Galway Gaol. — Visited 8th of February, 1848. 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, . 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Vagrants, 

Revenue laws, 
Drunkards, . 



Males. Females. 
13 1 

29 22 

8 3 

33 13 

10 

1 

1 



Classes. 

Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 

Males, 

Females, . 

Total, 



State and Accommodation. 



Males. 

1 



. 100 
. 42 



. 142 



Females. 



42 



For the above number tbe accommodation is only 36 single cells, and 15 rooms with 
beds. The Governor’s return states that the greatest number of prisoners during the 
past year was 249. The prison was in a creditable state of cleanliness and order, but 
the. outer door is broken, and the Governor alleges that there are no funds to enable 
him to get it repaired. . „ , , , ’ 

I found it necessary to give an order for 50 pan- of blankets, 20 bedsteads, and three 
bed-tickens. The Governor’s apartments are very inconveniently situated. 



Coun'ii o f the Total 
of Galwaif Gaol. 
Viiitcrl Fell. S, 1848. 



State and Accom- 
modation. 
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South District. 

County of the Tonn 
of Galway Gaol. 
Employment and 
Schools. 

Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



^Employment and Schools. 

It is to be regretted, that there is no employment for the prisoners ; and in the present 
embarrassed state of the prison there is no teaching of schools. 

Female Department. 

The female department is in the old gaol ; it is damp and gloomy. The day-rooms are 
too confined, and should be supplied with an additional number of forms. .The females 
are employed working for the prison. 

Dietary. 

The dietary is good, but I regretted to learn that, a few days before my visit, the milk 
contractor had refused to supply any more milk, as the Board were so much in arrear to 
him. In consequence, the prisoners were on Indian meal stirabout and water for break- 
fast, and bread and water for dinner. 

The Board undertook to advertise immediately for a contractor to supply the milk 
required, until next assizes. 

Boohs and Accounts. 

The books arc well kept by the Governor, who has no clerk or other assistant. 

There arc no funds, and the Board are considerably indebted to the contractors and 
officers. I apprehend that the contracts were not properly or legally entered into ; but 
in the present instance the Board candidly admit that the first breach was on their own 
part, owing to the great and unfortunate deficiency in their finances. 



Abstract of the Accounts for the town of Galway gaol. 



Date. 




B, 




1S47 


Spring assizes. 


To amount of officers’ salaries to this 


£ s. d. 






date, ...... 


207 4 7 




Summer assizes. 


To ditto, to this date, 


207 4 7 






To amount remaining due to contractor 








at summer assizes, 


322 3 0 


1S4S 


February 13 th. 


To broad, milk, Indian meal, turf, 








straw, &c., to this date, 


50G 15 2 




March 20th. 


To amount of probable expense, until 








next assizes, .... 


70 0 0 






Total, . . £ 


1,313 7 10 



Officer's and Salaries. 

£ 

Governor — Abraliam Marshall, . 138 

Local Inspector — J. M'Killery, Esq., 

Catholic Chap. — Rev. G. Oommins, 

Protestant do Rev. E. Burke, 

Physician — Andrew J. Ycitcb, 

1st Turnkey — Tim. Caulfield. . 

2nd do. Michael Reilly, 

Officers on Gaol Allowance. 

Timothy Caulfield, | Michael Reilly, | Denis Small, | 
' Visits paid by Officers during the past year. 



s. 


d. | 




£ 


s. 


d. 


9 




3rd Turnkey — Denis Small, 


. 22 


0 


0 


IS 


6 i 


4tli do. William Mullen, 


. 22 


0 


0 


13 


10 1 


5tli do. Michael Nohelty, 


. 22 


0 


0 


13 


10 


Matron — Anne Reed, 


. 20 


0 


0 


7 


8 


Female Turnkey — Cath. Caulfield, 


. 10 


0 


0 


0 


0 











0 


0 


Total, 


£420 


3 


0 



William Mullen. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 



82 

180 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do.. 



. 150 
. 221 



Hospital . 

The hospital is good, and well ventilated ; it can accommodate about 18 persons. Some 
ot the beds were on tbe ground ; but my order, before referred to, will, I hope, afford 
a speedy remedy for this evil. 

There were, on the day of my inspection, seven males and six females in hospital in 
lever and dysentery. Seven persons died during the year 1847. Dr. Veitch is the 
medical attendant here, as well as in the county gaol ; and too much cannot be said of bis 
uniform attention to tbe health of the prisoners. He pays the Apothecary. 



Lunatics. 

There were two female lunatics on the day of my inspection. 



Charles Blake, Esq., j.p. 

L. Maclachlan, Esq. 

Patrick M. Lynch, Esq. 
Michael P. Browne, Esq., j.p. 



Board of Superintendence. 
j John Ireland, Esq., j.p. 

Mark A. Lynch, Esq., j.p. 

| Henry Comerford, Esq., j.p. 
Francis Fitzgerald, Esq. 



Thomas M. Persse, Esq,, j.p. 
James M'Killery, Esq. 

John Redington, Esq. 

John Blakeney, Esq. 
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General Observations. 



South District. 



The Local Inspector was prevented by illness from accompanying me on my inspection. 

The Governor, who has had considerable experience, appears most anxious to superintend ^ ol f serva / 
the gaol, with due regard to order and discipline— the latter is much endangered by the ~ 

withdrawal of the milk. The prisoners do not conceal their feelings or then- intentions, 
hut the Governor and Board are fully aware of the difficult and dangerous state of the 

Sa Tke turnkeys complained of the large amount so long due to them, and of the con- 
sequent inconvenience and distress to which they were reduced. It appeared that the 
Governor was, in many instances, obliged to bury the dead prisoners at Ins own expense. It 
is useless to expect any system of regularity to be enforced under such sad and embarrass- 
ing circumstances ; but it is to be anxiously hoped that the Board of Supermtondenco 
and Grand Jury, will, at the approaching assizes, make a combined effort to fescue their 
o-aol from its unfortunate and lamentable position. Since writing the above, I find that the 
Board have procured a contractor to supply milk until the assizes. 

Nicholas Fitzsimox, Inspector- General. 



County of Kerry Gaol, at Tralee. — Visited 22nd January, 1848. 



State and Accommodation. 



Abstract of the total number of prisoners in gaol tliis day, 369 — classified as follow : — 



Classes. Males. 


Female 


Debtors, . • .37 


- 


Felons convicted, . .145 


41 


Misdemeanants do., . 48 


3 


Felons untried, . . 29 

Misdemeanants do., . 7 


3 


- 


Vagrants, ... 1 

Summarily committed, . 27 


1 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Lunatics, 


. 16 


11 


Males, 


. 310 


30 


Females, 


. 59 




Total, . 


. 3G9 





County of Kerry 
Gaul, at Tralee. 
VisilsdJan . 22, 1848. 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



I regretted to find, on my inspection of this gaol, an immense increase of prisoners, 
since the last report. The number actually in custody was 369, while the average for the 
vear amounted to 318. For the accommodation of these prisoners there are only 82 
single cells, four rooms with beds, and three cells for solitary confinement. With such 
inadequate means proper classification is utterly impossible; and I regret to learn from 
the Governor, that he anticipates a still greater increase before the assizes. Owing to its 
crowded state it has been found necessary, with the concurrence of the two Chaplains, 
to place in the chapels beds for 60 prisoners. I was pleased, however, to observe the 
dean and orderly state of the cells, beds, corridors, and yards. The whole of the work- 
ing sheds have been also converted into sleeping-rooms : and the sheds erected last year 
for fever patients, are being prepared to meet the expected increase. The accommodation 
(four rooms) for master debtors is too limited. This department requires improvement, 
and the inmates are much annoyed by the smoking of the chimneys. 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

The crowded state of the gaol has caused an almost total suspension of labour among Scll00ls ' 
the prisoners. I found the male prisoners employed in carpenter work, and making con- 
vict clothing, and preparing the sheds for additional accommodation, as already referred 
to. During the year they have been employed as tailors, weavers, shoemakers, carpenters, 
nailers, smiths, stone-breakers, and tin men. 

The amount of sales of the men’s labour for the year, including the stock on baud, 



Expenditure, .... 314 15 4 



Gross profit, . . 117 13 1 

Paid prisoners, . . . 32 10 1 



Net profit, . . . £84 14 0 

A schoolmaster is employed out of the profits, but lie was ill on my inspection. 

The tread-mill is at present useless. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

I found this department, in which there were 59 prisoners confined, in a state of order 
and regularity, highly creditable to the excellent Matron, Mis. Brereton, and her assistant. 

Some of the prisoners were unprovided with shoes ; five were nursing children. Their 
general employment is washing, sewing, and spinning. The laundry, though small, is on 
a good plan ; hut the drying-room has become useless, owing to the stove being out of 
order. 

M 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




90 



APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



South District. 

Comity of Kerry 
Gaol, at Tralee. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



The amount of sales of the women’s labour for the year was — 

£ S. d. 

19 14 10 

Expenditure, . . . 0 19 10 



Gross profit, . . 18 la 0 

Paid prisoners, . . 8 10 10 



Net profit, . . £10 4 1 

Dietary. 

Breakfast — 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of skimmed milk. Dinner — 8 oz. stirabout 
(one part rice, and four parts Indian meal), and one pint skimmed milk. 

These provisions, and the bread particularly, are of excellent quality. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts of this gaol are admirably well kept by the Governor and his 
deputy, and the system of checks is perfect. 

It appeared that the great expense consequent on the increase of prisoners during the 
year, has brought the gaol in debt in the sum of £1,245 16s. 10 d. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Local Inspector — Rev. It. C. Hurly, 100 0 0 
Protestant Chaplain, do., " . 40 3 1 

R. 0. Chaplain — Very Rev. J. G. 

M'Ennery, . . . . 4G 3 1 

Surgeon — F. Crumpe, Esq., ji.d., . 76 16 11 

Governor — Mr. James Murphy, . - 240 0 0 
Deputy Governor — Mr. M. Crean, . 100 0 0 
Matron — Mrs. Brereton, . . 50 0 0 



Assistant Matron — Ellen Reardon. 
Outside Turnkey, . 

Store-keeper, 

Eleven Turnkeys, at £35 each, 
Cook, .... 

Two Porters, at £10 each, 
Hospital Nursetender, . 

Female Searcher, 



£ 

20 0 



d. 
0 

40 0 0 
35 0 0 
!75 0 0 
15 0 
20 0 
0 
0 



The only officers on the gaol allowance are the Cook and the two Porters ; the 
have clothing, and others fuel and light. 



0 
0 
0 
0 

Turnkeys 



20 



Number of the Non-resident Officers’ visits. 

Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, . . 313 

Roman Catholic Chaplain, . . . . 31G 

Surgeon, . . . . , .171 



Hospital. 

The hospital is by no means sufficient for the necessities of this gaol, even in a less 
crowded state. It consists of three rooms only, one of which being occupied by the 
Nurse. Both Chaplains concur iu anxiously recommending an immediate enlargement of 
the hospital accommodation. In the sheds already referred to 101 persons died durin" 
the year. There were two cases (male) of fever, on the day of my inspection. 

Lunatics. 

Of this unfortunate class I fouud 16 men and 11 women in the gaol. The men were 
confined in a separate apartment, but, from want of room, the women were mixed with 
the other female prisoners. Some of both male and female lunatics were exceedingly 
troublesome. The constant attention required for the care of this unfortunate class? is 
always a serious addition to the onerous duties of the Governor and Matron and in the 
present state of this gaol, must materially interfere with the due control and management 
of the criminal department. ' ° 



D. Cronin, Esq., High Sheriff. 
Sir W. D. Godfrey, Bart., j.p. 
Wilson Gun, Esq., j.p. 

The M’Gillieuddy, j.p. 



Board of Superintendence. 
W. T. Crosbie, Esq., j.p. 

I Wm. Denny, Esq., j.p. 

Francis Chute, Esq. 

| John O’Connell, Esq., sr.p., j.p. 

General Observations. 



Charles Fairfield, Esq., j.r. 

J ohn Hickson, Esq., j.p. 
Christopher Gallwey, Esq., j.p. 
Richard Leahy, Esq. 



My preceding observations on each department, and the unfortunately overcrowded 
state of the gaol, will more clearly evince, than I can express, its present inconvenient if 
not dangerous position. Fortunately, no insubordination has occurred. The Local 
Inspector has summoned the Board of Superintendence to meet on Monday the 24th 
instant, to take the state of the gaol into their consideration. 

Under all the circumstances, the most judicious system of discipline and general 
superintendence has been adopted by the Local Inspector, and well enforced by the 
Governor, his deputy, and officers. The Local Inspector is naturally anxious for the 
speedy removal of the 38 convicts at present under sentence of transportation. 

. , ue to ? e . v * Hurly to state, that he possesses every attribute necessary for 
the discharge of his important duties. Mr. Murphy, the Governor, appears to be well 
experienced m the proper control of the gaol, and he is ably and effectively assisted in his 
duties by Ins very intelligent deputy, Mr. M. Crean. 
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Bridewells. 

Killarney ' Oil visiting this prison I found confined in it six male and one female 

prisoners There are three cells for men, and two for women, and one day-room. 
The bed-clothing is very bad. The bridewell was clean, but is inconveniently small. So 
manv as 84 prisoners were confined there during the last quarter sessions, and were obliged 
to lie oo straw. I was unable to examine the beeper's books as he was ill 

CasOwUmi.- 1 found this bridewell clean and m good order Bedding good and 
sufficient. There are three cells, two day-rooms, and two yards. Darnel 0 lveeio is the 
keeper, at a salary of £10. 

Nicholas Fitzsimox, Inspector-General. 



South District. 

County of Kerry 
Gaol, at Tralee. 
Bridewells. 



County of Kildare Gaol, at Atiiy.— Visited 1st February, 1848. 
T found in this gaol on the day of my inspection, 



Counlii Kildare Gaol, 
‘at Ally. 

Visited Feb. 1, 1848. 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, . 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, 
Committed summarily, 
Misdemeanants untried, 



Males. 

10 



Females. I 
1 



Classes. 
In hospital, . 



Males, . 
Females, 



Total, 



State and Accommodation. 

The accommodation for the above number of prisoners is 32 single cells, with two c 
rooms .with beds, but the latter are used for hospital purposes when required. The 
Governor is enabled to enforce classification. The gaol is m a creditable stats of Older 
and cleanliness; but the bedding is old, and should be immediately renew** 

The turnkeys, as at Naas, wear uniform, and sleep within the gaol. The chapel is small 
and inconvenient. There is no apartment for master debtois. 

Employment and Schools. 

Two of the turnkeys act as schoolmasters. The males are employed at breaking stones, 
mat-making, shoe-making, tailoring, and tin work. When a tradesman is committed, he is 
immediately set to work. . . . . , n 

The females are employed at washing, mangling, knitting, spinning, and needlework. 

Female Department. 

This department is well conducted hy the Matron, who is wife to the Governor. She 
is assisted by the Governor’s niece, who teaches school in this class. 

Neither the Matron nor her assistant sleep in the female ward. ...... 

The prisoners wash in the kitchen— -an inconvenience which should bo avoided by the 
erection of a laundry in the yard of tliis department. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast 4 oz. of oatmeal, and 4 oz. of Indian meal stirabout, and one pint of now 

milk. Dinner— 1 lb. of brown bread, and one pint of buttermilk. 

The provisions, which are good, are supplied by contract. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are very correctly kept by Mr. Drill, the Governor. 

Officers and Salaries, 
d. 



Femule Department. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Local Inspector — John Butler, Esq., 
Protest. Chaplain — Rev. T. Jameson, 
R. Catholic do.— Rev. John Lawler, 
Physician — William Clay, Esq., 
Governor — Patrick Drill, 



27 13 10 
27 13 10 
27 13 10 
25 0 0 
100 0 



Matron — Maryann c Drill, 
Assistant Matron — Mary Drill, 
Turnkey — Thomas Crompton, 
do. Patrick Moore, 

do. Arthur Driscoll, 



The officers on gaol allowance are, the Governor, the Matron, the Matron’s assistant, 
and three Turnkeys. 

Officers’ visits for the year 1847. 

. . 153 I Protestant Chaplain, . . . 104 

. 134 I Roman Catholic do., ... 94 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 



Hospital. 

There is no hospital, a deficiency much to he regretted. A room in the male, and 
another in the female department, are appropriated to the sick. There was one ease of 
fever on the day of my inspection. Two prisoners died during tho past year. The 
prescription book is correct. 

Lunatics. 

There were' no lunatics confined here on the day of my visit. . • • 
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South District. 

County Kildare Gaol, 
at Alky. 

General Observa- 



General Observations. 

The Board of Superintendence meet on the first Tuesday of each month. The Board 
and Mr. Butler, the Local Inspector, are anxious and attentive to the best interests of 
this gaol. 

The Governor, Mr. Drill, has had much experience in prison regulations, and is a most 
zealous and efficient officer. The turnkeys appear to be men of intelligence, and well 
acquainted with their duties. 



Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 



County o f Kildare 
Gaol, at Naas. 
Visited Feb. 1, 1848. 



County op Kildare Gaol, at Naas — Visited on the 1st February, ISIS. 
The following number of prisoners was in custody on the day of my inspection : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females 


Debtors, 


. 5 


1 


Felons convicted, 


. 34 


6 


Misdemeanants do., 


- 10 


4 


Felons untried, . 


. 36 


12 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 1 


1 


Vagrants, . 


2 


_ 


Deserter, 


. 1 


- 



Classes. Males. Females. 

Committed summarily, 4 2 

Lunatics, ... 2 1 

Males, . . .95 27 

Females, . . 27 



Total, 



State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



State and Accommodation. 

The number, 122, confined in this gaol is much above the average (80) for the past year; 
and the accommodation is not sufficient, under present circumstances, for the proper classi- 
fication so essential. There are but 62 single and four solitary cells. There are 1 1 rooms 
with beds. I found the prison clean, dry, and well regulated. The turnkeys all sleep in 
the gaol, and are provided with uniform. There were 13 male prisoners under sentence 
of transportation on the day of my inspection. One crown witness was confined in the 
debtors’ apartment. The yards are too small, a defect difficult, if not impossible, to rectify. 



Employment and Schools. 

The male prisoners arc instructed for two hours each day, in the chapel, by a school- 
master, who is paid a salary of £20. 

Ihe men are employed at net and mat-making, oakum-picking, weaving, and winding. 
The profits to the credit of the gaol were, for 1847, £20 13s. 8 d. 

None are employed at stone-breaking, and there is not a tread-wheel. 



Female Department. Female Department. 

Tins department appears well arranged and conducted under the Matron, who is wife to 
the Deputy Governor ; she has an assistant. The laundry might be considerably improved. 
Ihe prisoners are employed at spinning, knitting, sewing, and washing. The Matron and 
her assistant attend regularly to the teaching of the prisoners under their charge. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

The provisions ought to be inspected by the Chaplains, pursuant to the Act 7 Geo. IV., 
r ; 1 Ut v 1 I . understau 1 d tbe Protestant Chaplain has alone performed. The Roman 
Catholic Chaplain assured me his share of this important duty should in future be 
attended to. 

Breakfast— S oz. of oatmeal stirabout, and one pint of new milk. Dinner— 1 lb. of brown 
bread, and one pint of buttermilk. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Boohs and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are correct, and weU kept by the Governor and Deputy. 
Officers and Salaries. 



Local Inspector — Rev. Walter Ilundi, 
Protestant Chaplain — Rev. W. Burgli, 
Roman Catholic do. — Rev. G. Dovle, 
Surgeon — Patrick Walsh, Esq., 
Apothecary — Mr. Robert Hayes, 
Governor— Mr. William Clarke, 
Deputy Governor — Mr. John Drill. 
Matron — Mrs. Jane Drill, 

Assistant do. — Ellen Drill, 



36 18 4 
27 13 10 
27 13 10 
40 0 0 



1st Turnkey — Arthur Kavanagh, 
‘ “ Henry Acheson, 

John Thornberry, 
Peter Lowry, . 
George Williams, 
— Patrick Healy, 

Schoolmaster — Richard Densman, 



2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6 th 



20 



20 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
0 0 
0 0 



£538 G 0 



Officers on Gaol Allowance. 

Turnkeys 01 ’ Ch,vemor ' Matron ' a ' ssi8taIlt Matron, Schoolmaster, and the six 



Number of Visits 
Local Inspector, .... 
Surgeon, , 



paid by Officers during the past year. 



87 

174 



Protestant Chaplain, . 
Roman Catholic do., . 



69 

86 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



93 



Hospital. South District. 

The hospital is much too small, and the Medical Officers concur with me in suggesting Comay of Kildare 
some addition to this important branch. The Doctor very properly objects to the incon- Gaol, at Naan. 
venience, if not injury, to his patients by reason of the forcing-pump being placed (and Hospital, 
consequently worked for prison purposes,) in the hospital yard. The hospital contams but 
two wards (one for males and the other for females), a kitchen and bath. A nurse Is 
employed when there are fever cases. 

Lunatics. Lunatics. 

There were two male and one female lunatics confined, and mixed with the other prisoners. 

Board of Superinten- 



General Obscrva- 

I cannot say too much in approval of the anxiety and the attention devoted by the Local 
Inspector and Governor to the management of this gaol. The Governor’s experience in 
<Y aol discipline has contributed much to the subordination and regularity apparent in every 
branch. He has prepared an excellent plan for enlarging the gaol (the hospital included), 
which he intends to submit to the Board of Superintendence, who, I trust, will send it 
forward, with their sanction, to the Grand Jury. 

The proposed addition would afford 22 more cells, by which the separate system could 
be completely carried out ; and the plan possesses the peculiar advantage of being adapted 
to the ground at present occupied by the gaol. 

Nicholas I’itzsimon, Inspector- General. 



His Grace tbc Duke of Leinster. 
Tho Earl of Mayo, J.r. 

Edward Beauman, Esq., J.r. 
Thomas Trench, Esq., J.r. 



Board of Superintendence. 
Thomas Burgh, Esq., j.p. 
Richard S. Burke, Esq., j.p. 
Edward Bagot, Esq., j.p. 
Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq. 

General Observations. 



I Captain Lefroy, j.p. 

Ponsonhy Moore, Esq., j.p. 
Hans Hendrick, Esq. 
j Daniel Brown, Esq. 



County of Kilkenny Gaol, at Kilkenny.— Visited 2nd February, 1848. 
The prisoners in gaol on the day of my inspection were classified as follow 



( 'until y of Kilkenny 
Gaul, at Kilkenny, 
'isilcil Feb. 2, 184S. 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, . 
Misdemeanants do.. 
Felons untried, 

Soldiers tried, 
Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 



Males. 

37 
101 

10 

38 
2 
5 

17 



Females. 

6 

18 



Classes. 
Crown witnesses, . 

Males, . 
Females, 



210 

51 



State and Accommodation. 



State and Accora- 



On the day of my visit to this gaol it will he seen that there were 261 prisoners of all mod.vt.on. 
classes, being a great increase since the former inspection and being precisely the 
greatest number in custody on the 29th December, 1847. In the workhouse, which has 
been converted some years since into an additional prison, there were confined 49 males, 
sentenced to short terms of imprisonment. , » 

The accommodation in the present gaol is, 4S single, and four solitary cells, and torn 
rooms with beds. In the additional gaol 60 prisoners can be . accommodated In the 
original gaol there were 2S men under sentence of transportation. The establishment 
was clean and in good order, notwithstanding its crowded state. Wooden stretchers arc 
in some cells for bedsteads. Three of the work-rooms are occupied as sleeping-rooms. 

The solitary cells are inconvenient and damp. 

Employment and Schools. 

The males are employed in carpenter and smith work, shoe-making, and tailoring ; the 
breaking of stones is also carried on. The tread-wheel is adapted to no useful purpose. 

There is a schoolmaster eDgaged at a salary of £28. , 

The females are employed in knitting, sewing, and general needlework, file amount 
of profits on their work for the year 1847 was — 



Employment anil 
Schools. 



Amount, 

Paid to prisoners, 



£ 

101 

10 



9 m 

7 10 } 



r of the county, 
Female Department. 



Female Department. 



This department appears to he as well conducted as possible, under the care of the 
Matron, who is assisted by her niece. There were 49 women confined here, and only 
eight cells for their accommodation ; they were all employed m the corridor, leadmg to 
the cells. The day-room is occupied by the Matron. 
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South District. 

County of Kilkenny 
Gaol, at Kilkenny. 

Books and Accounts 



Officers and Salaries 



Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



City of Kilkenny 
' Gaol. 

Visited Feb. 2, 184$. 



Dietary. 

Breakfast — 9 oz. of Indian meal stirabout, and oue pint of new milk. Dinner — 1 lb. of 
• brown bread, and one pint of new milk. 

Tbe provisions are good, supplied by contract, and regularly inspected. 



Books and Accounts. 

Tlie books and accounts arc properly kept by the Schoolmaster, who acts as clerk. 
Officers and Salaries. 





£ 


s. 


el. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


Local Inspector — Col. Jones, . 


SO 


0 


0 


3rd Turnkey — Thomas Whelan, 


. 30 


0 


0 


Governor — E. Hunt Robbins, . 


240 


0 


0 


4th do. Thomas Ireland, 


. 30 


0 


0 


Surgeon — Joseph Lalor, 


65 


0 


0 


fltk do. Thomas Murphy, 


. 2S 


0 


0 


Protest. Chaplain — Rev. S. Madden, 


40 


3 


0 


Gtli do. Michael Leonard, 


. 24 


0 


0 


R. Catholic do. — Rev. J. Gorman, . 


40 


3 


0 


Matron — Mrs. Jane Hoey, 


. 30 


0 


0 


1st Turnkey — "William Corrigan, 


30 


0 


0 


Schoolmaster — E. Hourigan, 


. 28 


0 


0 


2nd do. William Leo, . 


30 


0 


0 











None of the officers have gaol allowance. 

Number of Visits paid by Officers during the past year. 

Local Inspector, . . . .230 I Protestant Chaplain, . . .172 

Surgeon, 331 | Roman Catholic flo., . . . 241 



Hospital. 

The hospital consists of one room for males, and one for females, and is of course quite 
unsuited to its most important purposes. There were 150 cases of contagious disease 
during the last year. There were 1 0 deaths. 

Dr. Lalor is unremitting in his attention, but an enlargement of the hospital is required, 
to prevent the spread of contagion. There is no regular nursetender, but one is 
occasionally employed. 

The hooks are regularly kept. 



Lunatics. 

There were 1 7 male, and four female lunatics, and, as observed in some of my reports, 
it is most desirable that this unfortunate class of prisoners, who always interfere with the 
discipline of a gaol, should he removed as soon as possible. 

Board of Superintendence. 

Henry Wemys, Esq,, j.p. ! William II. Greene, Esq., J.r. 
William Izod, Esq., j.i*. j Edmund Smitlnvicke, Esq., j.i>. 

Joseph Greene, Esq., is. a. | It. Sullivan, Esq., j.p. 

Clayton Savage, Esq., J.r. | J. B. Wandesford, Esq., .t.p. 

The Board have no fixed days of meeting, hut attend when summoned by the Local 
Inspector. 



Marquess of Ormond, j.p. 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Walsli. 

The Very Rev. Dean of Ossoiy. 
Sir John Blimden, Bart. 



General Observations. 

It will he apparent, from my previous statements, that this prison is quite too limited in 
accommodation, and. totally unsuited for the purpose of a county gaol. It is needless to 
particularize any one department, — the whole should he enlarged ; hut the erection of a 
new gaol appears to me the only plan to avoid the great evils which must he the natural 
and necessary consequence of a continuance of a system, whereby it is almost impossible 
to adhere to tbe enforcement of prison regulations and reformatory discipline. 

There is no chapel ; prayers are said in a day-room, which is also used for the teaching 
of schools. I regretted to learn, that in the detached prison divine service is never 
performed. The yards of this prison (which is inconvenient and insecure) are not kept 
clean, while it appears that the prisoners require employment. The staff is not sufficient 
for the perfect and safe government of the gaol, especially when some of the turnkeys 
are employed in the other prison. Mr. Robbins was appointed by the sheriff on the 19th 
of July, 1847, on the death of the late Governor. Mr. Robbins shows every disposition 
and anxiety to acquire a due knowledge of his duties and responsibilities ; and I trust he 
will make rapid progress in the necessary acquirements under the superintendence of 
Colonel Jones, whose zeal and experience as Local Inspector, entitle him to the thanks 
and approbation of the county Grand Jury. 

Owing to the very limited period aUowed me for my inspection of the south district, 
I have been compelled to postpone visiting the bridewells. 



Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



City of Kilkenny Gaol. — Visited on the 2nd February, 1848. 
By the Governor’s return there were, on my visit,— 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Debtors, 


. 14 


4 


Felons convicted, . 


. 14 


2 


Misdemeanants do.. 


. 8 


' _ 


Felons untried, 


. 5 


1 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 4 


1 


Vagrants, 


. 2 


_ 


Deserter, 


. 1 


_ 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Summarily committed, 


• 2 




Males, . 


. 50 


8 


Females, 


. 8 




Total, 


. 58 
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State and Accommodation. 

For the foregoing number of prisoners tlic accommodation consists of 16 apartments — 
some of which are cells, and others rooms with beds. 

There is no chapel, the day-room of the debtors’ apartment being used for that purpose. 

There is no classification, no school, and no separation amongst the debtors. Such is 
the want of accommodation, that the Sheriff sometimes makes the Grand Jury room a 
prison for the confinement of respectable debtors. The windows are blocked up by outside 
walls. The privies, which are in the corridors, are dark, and create a most offensive smell. 
The Governor’s apartments are inconvenient and uncomfortable. The gaol is the under- 
ground portion of the court-house, and it would be impossible to devise any means for its 
improvement. 

Employment and Schools. 

There is no school or general instruction for the prisoners. The males are employed in 
stone-breaking, and the females in needlework, making shuts, and mending prisoners’ 
clothes. 

Female Department. 

There wore confined in this department but eight prisoners, including three poor debtors. 
It is, if possible, more dark and gloomy than the remainder of the prison. There is no 
laundry. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast — 9 oz. Indian meal stirabout, and one pint of new milk. Dinner — 1 lb. of white 
bread, and one pint of skimmed milk. 

The provisions are good, and regularly inspected by the Chaplains, according to the Act. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are tolerably well kept, but the proper forms require to be sup- 
plied. Mr. Prim, the Local Inspector, keeps the dietary account. The accounts are 
checked half-yearly by the Board. 



0 ficers and Salaries. 

k S. d . I £ 3. d . 

Local Inspector — Thomas Prim, . 30 0 0 : Matron — Mrs. Magee, . . 15 0 0 

■ Protestant Chaplain— Rev. Hon. Hare, 30 0 0 ' Turnkey— Thomas Foley, . 25 0 0 

R. Catholic do., Rev. W. Lynch, 30 0 0 j Do. Gcotfry Mara, . '25 0 0 

Surgeon — Nathaniel Alcock, . 30 0 0 

Governor — William M:igec, . 60 0 0 I £245 0 0 

The two turnkeys only are on gaol allowance. 

Number of Visits paid by Officers during the past year. 

Local Inspector, . . . 2S1 | Protestant Chaplain, . . .95 

Surgeon, 109 | Pv. Catholic do., . . .92 



Hospital. 

There is no hospital. One of the rooms is used for this purpose, when required. If a 
new gaol he not immediately erected, some plan should he adopted to provide accommo- 
dation in this respect. One prisoner died in the year 1S47. 



Lunatics. 

There were no lunatics confined on the day of my inspection. 



Board of Superintendence. 



The Marquess of Ormond. 
Henry Potter, Esq., Mayor. 
Thomas Ilarte, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Cane, Esq., j.p. 

Edmund Smithwicke, Esq., J.P. 
Richard Sullivan, Esq., j.p. 



Henry J. Loughnane, Esq. 
Thomas Bradley, Esq. 

Michael Sullivan, Esq. 

William P. Leech, Esq. 

William J. Douglas, Esq. 

The Very Rev. Dean of Ossory. 



General Observations. 



So much has been said in former reports of the total insufficiency of this prison, and of 
the impossibility to enforce amongst its inmates any salutary or reformatory regulations, 
that I have only to concur with my predecessors in strongly urging the Grand Jury of the 
city of Kilkenny to take immediate steps to erect a new gaol, and thereby supersede the 
use of this dungeon, to which they ought not any longer permit their fellow-creatures to 
be consigned. Mr. Prim, the Local Inspector, is evidently devoted to the best interests of 
the gaol, notwithstanding tlie difficulties with which he has to contend. 

Nicholas Fitzsuion, Inspector-General. 



South District. 

City of Kilkenny 
Gaol. 

State and Accom- 
modation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospital. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superinten- 
dence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 
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So DTK District. 

Hi ng's't County Gaol, 
at Tullamorc. 
Visited Jan. 2i), 1848. 



State and Accom- 
modation. 



Employment ami 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Hooks and Accounts. 



Oflicers and Salaries. 



Hospitals. 



King's Codnty Gaol, at Tullamore Visited 29th January, 1848. 



Total number of prisoners in this gaol on my inspection, 247 — classified as follow : — 



Gasses. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Female* 


Debtors, 


. 27 


5 


Under Revenue laws. 


2 


_ 


Felons convicted, . 


. 29 


8 


Lunatics, . 


2 


1 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 84 


30 









Felons untried, 


. 17 


1 


Males, 


195 


52 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 29 


7 


Females, 


52 




Vagrants, 
Soldier tried, 


4 

1 


_ 


Total, . 


247 





State and Accommodation. 

This number forms a considerable increase on the average for the past year, which was 
163. The accommodation consists of 122 single cells, and three day-rooms, converted 
into sleeping apartments. I was glad to find the whole of this gaol in a most satisfactory 
state of order, cleanliness, and regularity. Owing to its present crowded state, proper 
classification cannot be enforced throughout. There are 14 males and five females 
under sentence of transportation. 

Some of the prisoners are at present employed in cutting stone for the erection of 
working sheds. Five female debtors and one lunatic were confined in the female hospital. 
The chapel has been lately well arranged for the perfect separation of the prisoners. 
There is excellent dry storage. There is a good water-engine, worked by the prisoners 
sentenced to hard labour. 

Employment and Schools. 

ihe male prisoners arc employed at weaving, winding, tailoring, smith work, stone- 
cutting, carpenter work, stone-breaking, and working at the water-engine. 

The Schoolmaster teaches daily in each class. The females are employed at spinning, 
carding, sewing, making shirts, bed-ticks, sheets, and washing. 

The Matron and her assistant teach school in the female branch. 

Female Department. 

The state of this department is highly creditable to the Matron and her assistant, but 
here also classification is interfered with. There were 02 females confined on the day 
of my inspection, and two children. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast — S oz. of Indian meal stirabout, and one pint of new milk ; twice each week 
oatmeal stirabout is supplied. Dinner — 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of buttermilk. 

The provisions are of good quality, and sufficient. The bread used is baked in the 
gaol : and the Local Inspector states that the Board will shortly erect a mill, in order to 
employ the prisoner's in the grinding of corn. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books are very correctly kept by the Local Inspector and the Governor. 

The sum (£900) presented at last Lent assizes for the expenses between Summer, 1847. 
and Lent, 1848, has been expended, owing to the increase of prisoners and the high price 
of provisions. The Local Inspector will kindly supply the funds necessary until next 
assizes. 

Officers and Salaries. 



£ i. i I £ s. d. 

Local Inspector— F. Berry, . .130 0 0 I IstTurnkcy— William Smith, . 40 0 0 

Governor— Robert Harding, . . 184 12 4 2nd do. Philip Green, . . 25 0 0 

Chaplain— Rev. E. Bern', . . 40 0 0 1 3rd do. Thomas Brennan, . 25 0 () 

R. C. Chaplain— Rev. J. O’Rafferty, 40 0 0 ; 4th do. John Silver, . . 25 0 0 

burgeon — George Pierce, Esq., . — j 5th do. James Commons, . 25 0 0 

Apothecary— Edward Dennis, . 65 0 0 j (3th do. Denis Corcoran, . 25 0 0 

Deputy Governor— Henry Burke, . CO O 0 7th do. Thomas Kelly, ■ . . 25 0 0 

Matron— Eliza M'Ghee, . . . 40 0 0 j 8th do. Thomas Brion, . . 25 0 0 

Female Turnkey— Eliza Fitzgibbon. 25 0 0 Messenger— George M'Cartry. . G 10 0 
burse — Margaret Thompson, . . 20 0 0 | Schoolmaster — William Salmon, . 20 0 0 



The turnkeys are provided with uniform; but there is no other gaol allowance, excepting 
fuel. 1 ° 

Visits paid by Non-resident Officers. 

Local Inspector, . . . . 192 [ Roman Catholic Chaplain, . .141 

Surgeon, 249 Apothecary, . , . .291 

Protestant Chaplain, ... 176 

Hospitals. 

There are two hospitals — one for males, the other for females ; they are regularly kept, 
and well ventilated. I regretted to find in the female hospital five female debtors and 
one lunatic — there not being any accommodation elsewhere. 

The Apothecary, Mr. Dennis, supplies the medicines by contract, at £15 per annum; 
his salary is £65. The surgeon of the county infirmary attends the prison. Fourteen died 
during the year. 
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Anthony Molloy, Esq., J.p. 
Dawson French, Esq., J.P. 
Henry Manly, Esq. 

George M'Mullen, Esq. 



t Tullamor e. 
Lunatics. 

Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Lunatics. Sopth District. 

There were, on my inspection, two male and one female lunatics ; the latter, as already Siag < s County Gaol, 
observed, confined in the female hospital. "* T '‘ ,,nmnT " 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Earl of Rosse, j.p. Henry French, Esq., j.p. I 

The Earl of Charleville, J.P. Sir Nicholas Fitzsimon, j.p. I 

Thomas Bernard, Esq., J.P- John W. Tarlton, Esq., J.P. 

John H. Drought, Esq., J.P. John 0. Brien, Esq., j.p. 

The Board of Superintendence meet on the first Monday of each month, check the 
accounts, and issue orders for payment. 

General Observations. ® 

The whole of this prison, notwithstanding the increase of prisoners, is most creditable 
to the Local Inspector, Governor, and deputy. The best arrangements and allotment of 
prisoners have been adopted under the circumstances, which render a departure from the 
regulations unavoidable. Additional accommodation is evidently required. 

If a new female prison were erected, the building at present occupied by the females 
mi"ht be added to the male department. All the prison dresses and clothing are made 
within the gaol, and the turnkeys, as should be in all cases, are supphed with uniform. 

Bridewells. ] 

Birr Bridewell.— William Sylvester, keeper ; salary, £40 per annum. 

This bridewell was not very clean the day on which I visited ; but the keeper satis- 
factorily accounted for its state, by reason of his being at the moment engaged m escorting 
prisoners convicted at quarter sessions to Tullamore gaol The accommodation consists 
of two cells, and six rooms with beds, two large yards, and two day-rooms. There were 
12 male and two female prisoners confined at the period of my inspection. It is not 
sufficiently large for the prisoners sometimes confined at quarter sessions. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 



County of Limerick Gaol. — Visited on the 24th January, 1848. 



Total number of prisoners in 


this gaol on my inspection, 423 


— classified as 


follow : — 


Glasses. 


Males 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Debtors, 


. 28 


2 


Summarily coni 


icted, . 23 


S 


Felons convicted, . 


. 6 


- 


Lunatics, 


. 10 


5 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 114 


22 




— 


— — 


Felons untried, 


. 69 


3 


Males, . 


. . 351 


7 2 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 98 


32 


Females, 


. 72 




Vagrant, 

Deserter, 


. 1 
1 


_ 


Total, 


. 423 




Revenue conviction, 


1 


- 









County of Limerick 
Visited Jan. 24, 1848. 



State and Accommodation. State and Accommo- 

■" I found this gaol most inconveniently crowded— a circumstance which always prevents a ,on ' 
the proper control and classification of prisoners. The actual number in custody was 423, 
while the average for the year was 332. For this number the accommodation consists 
only of 115 single cells, four solitary cells, and 16 rooms with beds. At the period of my 
inspection six of the prisoners were under sentence of death, and each occupied a separate 
apartment It is to be hoped that the new addition, on the separate system, now m pro- 
gress, will soon be completed. The greatest number of prisoners confined was, December 
21, 1847, 442 ; least number, April 25, 45. 



Employment and, Schools. 

By reference to the gaol books, I found that last year 102 prisoners were employed out 
of 124 then in custody, whereas on my present inspection I found that out of the entire 
number— namely, 423— only 24 men and 22 women were employed. On expressing my 
surprise at the great want of employment among so many prisoners, the Governor stated 
that such, in a great degree, was to be attributed to the crowded state of the prison, and a 
disinclination to interfere with the labour of the manufacturmg classes of the city. 

There is no tread-mill, and no school. 



Employment and 
Schools- 



Female Department. 

This department is more crowded than that of the male branch — in proportion to the 
accommodation. 

The women were employed in spinning and sewing. 

This portion of the prison appeared clean and well regulated, under the respectable 
Matron. Five lunatics were confined among the prisoners. The laundry is bad and ill 
arranged, and not supplied with water. 



Female Department. 
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South District. 

County of Limerick 
daal. 

Dietary. 

Books and Accounts 
Officers. 



Hospital. 

Lunatics. 



Board of Superinten- 
dence. 



General Observa- 



Bridewells, 



Dietary. 

Breakfast — 8 oz. Indian meal stirabout, and 1 pint new milk. Dinner — 1 lb. household 
bread, and 1 pint sour milk. 

The provisions supplied are of good quality. 

Books and Accounts. 

All the necessary books are regular and well kept ; and a proper system of supervision 
appears to be strictly observed by the Board of Superintendence. The Clerk, who acts as 
Schoolmaster, is an excellent accountant. 

Officers, 
d. 



Protestant Chaplain — Rev. II. Rose, 50 0 0 
Roman Catholic do. Rev. W. Bourke, 50 0 0 
Physician — David O’Callaghan, Esq., 50 
Surgeon — J. T. Wilkin, Esq.. 

Governor — Mr. Henry Woodhura, 

Clerk and Schoolmaster — P. Roche, 

1st Turnkey — Pat Browne, . 

2nd do. John Quinlivan, 

3rd do. David Fitzgerald, 

4th do. Daniel Haliinan, 



30 

300 0 0 
70 0 0 



35 0 
35 0 



£ s. 

5th Turnkey — Joseph Gabbett, . 35 0 

6th do. John Butler, . 35 0 

7th do. William Learney, . 35 0 

8th do. John Hickey, . 35 0 

9 th do. Richard Jackson, . 35 0 

10th do. Charles Mallard, . 35 0 

11th do. Henry Roberts, . 35 0 

Matron & Schoolmistress — Mrs. Roche, 40 0 
Assistant do. Mary Roche. 20 0 



Hospital Nurse — Ellen Dovitt, 



No allowance to any of the gaol officers, except clothing for the turnkeys. 

Visits of Non-resident Officers during the year. 



25 



Surgeon, . 
Physician, 



358 

329 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do.. 



113 

190 



Thomas M. Wilson, Esq., j.p. I 
Sir Richard Bourke, j.p. 

Veil. Archdeacon of Limerick. | 
Thomas O’Grady, Esq., j.p. I 



Michael Parnell, Esq., j.p. 
William Monsell, Esq., j.p. 
Henry Maunsell, Esq. 
John Crokor, Esq., j.p. 



Hospital. 

I was sony to find the hospital small, badly ventilated, and inconveniently arranged. 
There are but two wards— one for males and one for females. This important branch 
requires considerable improvement. 

Lunatics. 

It will be seen by tbe foregoing abstract, that there were ten men and five women of the 
above class in gaol at the period of my inspection. Their speedy removal would much 
relieve the Governor and his officers, whose duties, under present circumstances, have 
been much increased. 

Board of Superintendence. 

Hon. J. Massy, j.p. 

John W. O’Grady, Esq., j.p. 

Earl of Dunravon. 

William H. Gabbett, Esq. 

General Observations. 

The general management and cleanliness of this gaol reflect much credit on the 
Governor. 

Two turnkeys sleep in the gaol, and tbe remaining nine sleep out. I cannot approve of 
the system of allowing so mauy of tbe officers of any gaol to be absent at night : but I 
think it particularly objectionable in a prison so over-crowded with criminals, many of whom 
are charged with tbe most serious offences. The Governor stated, that there were two 
watchmen temporarily employed by night-a duty which ought to be performed alternately 
by the turnkeys. Although it is not my province to interfere with the duties of the Grand 
Jury I would venture to suggestthe advisability of appointing a Local Inspector— an officer 
to whom the law allots the performance and enforcement of most important regulations, 
and who lnvambly acts as the confidential interpreter of the views and wishes of the 
Grand J ury and the Board of Superintendence. 

I was glad to learn that Mr. Pain, the Architect, has prepared plans for a new hospital, 
mid tor affording further prison accommodation. Theso plans are to he submitted to the 
Grand Jury at the next spring assizes. 

Bridewells. 

Newcastle.— I inspected this bridewell. Thomas Walker, at a salary of £20. It con- 
tains two cells and a day-room and yard for males, and same for females. Thev are 
properly separated. _ I found it very cleanly, but tbe cell windows require glazing. Six 
rto e i Pf ™' e m rast ody- The boot is correctly kept ; ami it is regularly visited by 
is £34*12? Sri 0 ” 1 l33s P ecfc0i ’‘ The “Tenses for subsisting the prisoners, See., for the year, 

and ‘j. e ° tller bridewells in this county, with the keepers’ names 

and salartes, and amount of disbursements for subsisting prisoners, &c. ■— 

12 cells ^ ^ ee P 0r Michael M'ilfamara ; salary, £30; disbursements, £108 6s. 8(1.; 

Srn/._Keeper-Standisb Harris ; salary, £20 ; disbursements, £63 16s. 2d.; four cells. 

Olm — Keeper— Thomas Lawler ; salary, £10 ; disbursements, £22 17s. S <1 . ; fi ve cells. 

Ooom. Keeper— Pat Walsh; salary, £ 10 disbursements, £22 9s. lid. ; four cells 

Kiljaimn — Keeper James Bible; salary, £10 ; disbursements, £30 5s. 10* ; four cells. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 
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City of Limerick Gaol Visited 24th January, 1848. South District. 

Total number of prisoners in custody on tlie above day, 214 — classified as follow : — Cil, J °f iMuriek 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


T, , Iraol. 

Females. Visited Jan. 24, 1848. 


Debtors, 


. 48 


6 


Drunkards, . 


1 


2 


Felons convicted, . 


. 18 


10 


Summarily convicted, 


7 


40 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 6 


2 


Crown witnesses, . 


2 


_ 


Felons untried, 


. 13 


8 








Misdemeanants do., 


. 9 


10 


Males, . 


. 136 


78 


Vagrants, 

Deserters, 


. 29 


- 


Females, 


. 78 




Revenue conviction, 


1 1 


- 


Total, . 


. 214 





State and Accommodation. 

T in's gaol is ill-constructed, and quite inadequate to accommodate the number of state and Accom- 
prisoners at present in it, and wliicli, during tbe year, averaged 131 ; so many as 490 modation. 
debtors were committed during tbe past year. It is to be lamented, that the plan for an 
addition to this gaol, submitted to the Road Sessions, was not approved of ; and, in the 
absence of such improvement, the best efforts of the Local Inspector will be insufficient 
to enforce legal regulations. The prison was veiy clean, and as well regulated as could 
be under the circumstances. There is a plentiful supply of water. I observed some 
prisoners without shoes, which ought to be supplied in every instance. 

Employment and School. Employment and 

I regret that in this gaol, as well as in that of the county, there is not a more extensive School, 
system of employment for prisoners. Some of the males were at the tread-mill, and 
others breaking stones and picking oakum. A turnkey I?as been lately appointed to act 
as schoolmaster. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

In this department the tried and untried were necessarily mixed together. There 
were also 27 strolling vagrant beggars, a class of persons who prefer the gaol to the 
workhouse, and whose association with the other inmates is detrimental to the morals 
and regularity of the prison. Some of the prisoners (not vagrants) were employed in 
knitting, sewing, and in general prison duties. The Matron, Mrs. Moore, has been for 
some time ill, and incompetent to perform her duties, which are discharged by deputy. 

The Board will, I hope, at the next assizes, iii conjunction with the Grand Jury, secure 
for this important branch the appointment of a Matron, who will combine in her person 
the essential qualities of firmness and humanity — a person of experience in the super- 
intendence of the female department would be at all times preferable — and it will be 
for the Board to decide, whether the person so long acting as deputy possesses all the 
necessary qualifications. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

Breakfast — 8 oz. of Indian meal made into stirabout, and one pint of sweet milk. 

Dinner — 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of buttermilk. The provisions are supplied by 
contract, and are of good quality. 

Boohs and Accounts. . Booksand Accounts. 

The books and accounts are kept in a very creditable manner, and a perfect system of 
checks established. 

Officers and Salaries. Officers and Salaries. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Local Inspec. — W. Gibson, Esq., M.D., 150 0 0 Schoolmas. and Turnkey- — P. Hurley, 24 0 0 

Protest. Chap Rev. A. W. Edwards, 30 0 0 Turnkey — Janies Quin, . . 24 0 0 

R, Catholic do. — Rev. John Brahan, 30 0 0 Do. Thomas Madigan, . . 24 0 0 

Surgeon — R. Gelston, Esq., . . 28 0 0 Do. Thomas Hayes, . .2 4 0 0 

Apothecaries — T. and J. Bouchier, . 28 0 0 Do. John Moore, . . 24 0 0 

Governor — John Moore, . . 130 0 0 Do. John Doyle, . . 24 0 0 

Matron — Mary Moore, . . 30 0 0 Do. Anne Gaynor, . . 24 0 0 

Clerk — John Hurley, . . 25 0 0 Hospital Nurse — Bridget Ryan, . 16 18 0 

Head Turnkey — John Worrall, . 52 10 0 

No rations, clothing, fuel, or light allowed to any officers. 

Attendance of Officers during the year — Visits. 

Local Inspector, . . . 325 I Protestant Chaplain, . . . 132 

Surgeon, ..... 294 Roman Catholic do., . . .182 

Apothecary, .... 282 j 

Hospital. Hospital. 

This department consists of two wards, one for males, the other for females, and hy 
no means affords the accommodation required for such an establishment. "Water-closets, 
which are absolutely required, could be erected here at a very trifling expense. 

I would recommend to the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence, the propriety 
•of reconsidering the present mode of providing medicine, and remunerating their medical 
officers. It appears that the Apothecary, who has a salary of £28, supplies the medicine 
hy contract ; and the Surgeon, who has all the responsibility, is only paid tbe same sum. 

The 72nd and 74th secs., 7 George IV., chap. 74, -mil point out the legal enactments on 
this subject. It was gratifying to hear that no deaths occurred during the year. 
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Sooth District. 

City of Limerick 
Gaol. 

Board of Super- 
intendence. 

General Observa- 
tions. 



Queen's County Gaol, 
at Man/borough. 
Visited Feb. 3, 1848. 
State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 






Books and Accounts. 



The Mayor. 

Henry Watson, Esq., j.p. 
Francis Spaiglit, Esq., j.p. 
Michael Gavin, Jun., Esq. 



Board of Superintendence.' 



John Creps, Esq., j.p. 
William Howley, Esq., j.p. 
William Hartigan, Esq., J.P. 
William Roche, Esq., j.p. 



Robert Rodger, Esq. 
John W. Mahony, Esq. 
William Gabbett, Esq. 
Pat A. Shannon, Esq. 



General Observations. 

Notwithstanding the crowded state and bad construction of this gaol, to which I have 
already adverted, I feel pleasure in expressing my high opinion of the mode in which it 
appears to be conducted by the Local Inspector, the Governor, and their subordinates. 
Dr. Gibson, the Local Inspector, who is a gentleman of great experience and intelligence, 
has applied all his energies to the good government and improvement of this establish- 
ment, although having to contend with difficulties of no ordinary nature. 

I was assured by the Local Inspector, and it was evident on my inspection, that many 
paupers wilfully committed petty crimes for the purpose of being sent to gaol, in pre- 
ference to seeking relief at the poorhouse. It was also stated by the Surgeon, that 
there being no institution in Limerick similar to the “ lock hospital,” persons afflicted 
with disease, frequently committed crime, in order to secure for themselves the advantages 
of the gaol hospital 



Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



Queen’s County Gaol, at Maryborough. — Visited 3rd February, 1848. 



State and Accommodation. 



Prisoners in custody, 253. 



Debtors, 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do.. 
Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 



Males. 

33 



18 

15 

12 



30 
12 
12 ' 
3 



Classes. 

Crown witnesses, 



Males, . 
Females, 



Males. Females. 



°n the day of my inspection there were confined in this gaol 253 prisoners, as above 
classified. On the last annual inspection there were only 94 prisoners of all classes 
thus, there is a considerable increase; and during the past year so many as 304 were at 
one time m custody. The accommodation consists of 95 single, and eight solitary cells 
and six rooms with beds. The Governor has managed, notwithstanding to enforce 
classification. The prisoners are, in most instances, made to eat their meals in their cells 
The turnkeys sleep within the gaol. The prison was in a good state of order and 
regularity, and the bedding m each cell and room good and sufficient. 

Employment and Schools. 

1 did not observe that any attempt was made to resume the system of employment 
formerly earned on m this gaol, but as the Board of Superintendence here have resisted 
my attendance on a day to be named after the termination of my inspection in oider to 
investigate matters collected with this department, and with 'the general interests of 
the gaol, I (lo not feel justified m making any further comment 

A few prisoners are employed weaving, and 112 were on the treadmill, which is 
adapted to supply the gao with water. There is no stone-brealring during ihe severe 
winter season. _ The turnkeys who are intelligent men, teach in their efisses, and a 
school register is regularly kept. 

Female Department. 

This department is conducted with great regularity under the care of the Matron and 
her assistant. It is to he regretted that a laundry was not originally constructed ; a daY- 
room has been converted to this purpose. Seven prisoners were nursing children Two 
lunatics were confined here, hut not troublesome. 

The Matron and her assistant conduct a school, and a register is properly kept. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast— 8 oz. of Indian meal made into stirabout, with one pint of buttermilk 
limner — 1 lb. of white bread, and one pint of sweet-milk. 

The provisions are good, supplied by contract, and regularly inspected by the Chaplains. 

Books and Accounts. 

the“* “ ieP ‘ 7617 COrrW% * 7 tte ' aSBiStoV ' a ” d * le B “ d *"* 
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Officers and Salaries. 
£ 



. 250 0 0 
. 60 0 0 



0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 



Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Local Inspector— Rev. T. Harper . 40 

Protest. Chaplain — Rev. W. Goodwin, 40 
R. Catholic do .—Rev. N. O’Connor, 40 
Apothecary— Thomas Pilsworth, . -U 
Governor — Arch. Wilson, _ • 

1st Assistant — William Lewis, 

Matron — Letitia Noble, 

Assistant — T eresa Wilkinson, 

Turnkey — Thomas Pratt, 

Do. Nath. Bryan, 

None of the intern officers are on gaol allowance. 

Officers’ Visits for past year. 

ion 1 Protestant Chaplain, 

Local Inspector, * ' 340 Homan Catholic do., 

Surgeon, 1 



Turnkey — Henry Dawson, 
Do. Abraham Case, 
Thomas Cobbe, 
William Pratt, 
William Byrne, 
Robert Bryan, 
George Cantwell, 
John Duke, 



Nurse — Anne Dawson, 



101 

South District. 

£ S. d. Q uee ns County Gaol, 
30 0 0 at Maryborough. 

30 0 0 Officers and Salaries. 

27 10 0 

27 10 0 

25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 

25 0 0 
16 0 O 



18G 

151 



Hospital. H “ ti “ 

The hospital, which is a distinct ^"^1“ 5. 

There wcre 21 

patients on the day of my visit. 

Lunatics. 

There were no m^e lunatics ; there were three fences of this eta, one of whom was 
in hospital. 

Board of Superintendence. 

r Sm? i Sm“:, si- “ 

W Chetwood, Esq., J Eich H.wteswo.th Esq., ». 
lidley worn, .... , “atthe. S. Cassan, Esq., «. ! «. Dunne," • - 

The Board of Superintendence meet on the second Thursday in each month. 

General Observations. 

In consequence of the great increase of prisoners 

sai'StaSSwSsi «■* ^ ere ° ut ° n 46 Board,tie 

Local Inspector, and the Governor. anxiety to its good government, and the 

Sf.rproAT^oper dLplil which is enforced 

bT The e verlTmiied period allowed me for my general inspection of the sonth district, has 
compelledme to postpone visiting the hndeweUs. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



George Adair, Esq., J.r. 
James Smith, Esq. 

Robert Fitzgerald, Esq., 3. 
Chidley Coote, Esq., ' " 



Lunatics. 



Board of Super- 
intendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



n,j r< , nT AT Nenagh. — Visited 26th Jan., 1848. 

County op Tipperary (North Riding) Gaol, A r ivenag 
• 89K 

Females. 



Classes. 

Debtors, 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried. 
Misdemeanants do. 
Vagrants, 

Soldiers tried, 
Revenue laws, 



Males. 


Females. 


• 47 


6 


. 80 


25 


)., • 57 


5 


. 38 


4 


j, . 26 


- 


. 1 


• - 


. 1 


— 


. 5 


“ 



Classes. 

Summary committals, 
Lunatics, 



Females, 
Total, . 



Males. 
. 19 
. 1 

. 275 
. 50 



State and Accommodation. 

For the foregoing numher^f p^™^™” 6 ^^^ 1 ^*^ great numbed of 
the total number of rooms with b eds nrnnher of prisoners for the year was 

prisoners, all are properly elassiied state of order and cleanliness, and the 

^^Wo"?Jtrer» heptwi cleansed by the 

Ea ^here were 121 prisoners under sentence from the quarter sessions, just concluded at 
Nenagh. 



County of Tipperary 
(North Riding ) 
Gaol, at Nenagh. 
Visited Jan. 26, 1848. 



State and Accom- 
modation. 
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Sooth-District. 



County of Tipperary 
■(North Riding} 
Gaol, at Nenagfi. 



Employment and 
Schools, 

Female Department, 



Dietary. 

Books and Accounts. 
Officers and Salaries. 



Employment and Schools. 

Female Department. 

twslt 

by which they could he kept more cleanly. There are two ™od f ■ 

use and m the other the female prison™ are 

system profitable to the establishment. There is also' an exStrt SrriU room n -5 

33S3E t,ie females were employod “ 

Dietary. 

Breakfast— 1 lb. of bread, and one pint of new milk. Dinner— 1 lb of bread ™d ™ 
pint of skimmed milk. The provisions are good and sufficient. ' ’ ^ ° Ue 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are very correct, and reeularlv kent lw Mv tu++„ *1 j 
governor, who also acts as clerk. o } Gpt by Mu Be %> tlie deputy 

Officers and salaries. 



Local Inspector — Tlios. J. Abbott, 
Protestant Chaplain — James J. Poe, 
Roman Catholic do. — A. O’Connor, 
Surgeon— O’Neill Quinn, 
Apothecary — Michael Harty, 
Governor — Thomas Rock, 

Deputy do. — Nathaniel Betty, 

1st Turnkey — James Going, . 
Gate-keeper, Samuel Ryan, 

2nd Turnkey — William Roberts, 

3rd do. James Cany, . 

4th do. Benjamin Russell 

5tk do. Peter Rutledge, 



30 0 
25 0 
25 0 
25 0 
25 0 



0th Turnkey— Joseph Ardagh, . 25 
'tk do. Thomas Pyke, . 25 
Heniy Whittaker, . 25 



8th 

9th 

10th 

11th 

12th 

13th 



do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Philip Heany, 
John Cooke, 

J olm Blake, . 
Michael Fitzgerald, 
David Abbey, 



Matron— Mrs. E. Betty, 

I 1st Assistant— Mrs. M. Purtell 
j 2nd Jo. lira. E. Middleton, 
I Nurse — Mrs. Galbraith, 



Local Inspector, . 
Surgeon, . 



Hospitals. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



With the exception of the Governor, and Deputy Governor all the into,.,, « 
daily 2 lbs. bread, and two pints of new milk. 1 * ’ he mtem officers weave 

Officers’ Visits for the past year. 

• I Protestant Chaplain, . . . IH 

• 6lG I Roman Catholic do., . . ’ 124 

Hospitals. 

. /Wo are two hospitals— one for males, and one for females There w rP 1 0 in 1 ■+ t 

SIS? dums tte past *“■ 14 “ “ — ■*“» ‘o 

There were but two lunatics, one male mi one female. 



The Hon. F. A. Prittie, j 
J ohn Bayley, Esq., j.p. 

R. W. Bayley, Esq., j.p. 
Caleb Going, Esq., j.p. 



Board of Superintendence. 
George Jackson, Esq., j.p. 
Richard Gason, Esq., j.p. 

John W. Walsh, Esq., j.p. 

John Bennett, Esq., j.p. 



Joshua R. Minnott, Esq., j. P 
R. E. Phillips, Esq., j.p. 
James Wellington, Esq., j.p. 
J. H. Duudass, Esq., j.p. 



/-v . ,■ T General Observations. 

The deputy Governor. 

I found the whole establishment vei/well rLute“ A?*,® 0 ™ 61 ’ 

J^SSST"* dulies - The 2"J£S5S 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General 



C °Sl£S%r m T fT E '“ T (SOtTH HlDIKG) G40L ’ at C™n._VTsi Tm l 7m j an , 1848 

n°‘,djL C r“i 3 - 4bsthao ’; of tie prisonei-s m gaol on the aboTe day-total, 382. 



Debtors, 

Convicted felons, 

Do. misd 
Untried felons. 
Deserters, 

Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 

Crown witnesses, . 



Males. 
26 
10S 
, 76 
49 
4 
21 



4 

43 

21 

14 



Vagrants, 

Soldiers convicted, 

Males, . , 

Females, 

Total, . 



Males. 
. 2 



. 297 
. 85 



Females. 
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State and Accommodation. 

I regret to perceive a considerable increase in the average number of prisoners in this 
gaol. The comparative numbers for the last three years are — 

1845, . . . . .156 

1846, . . . . .210 

1S47, 330 

Notwithstanding this great increase I was pleased to find that, owing to the excellent 
system of superintendence, no serious inconvenience has occurred. The cells are suf- 
ficiently large, and well ventilated ; only one prisoner sleeps in each cell, as additional 
beds have been placed in the day-rooms. The prison is well heated by means of com- 
modious stoves placed in each corridor. 

In the house of correction, in both male and female department, the classification system 
is well observed. The sheds for separate labour, by stone-breaking, recommended by 
Captain Johnson, have been erected, and the result has been most beneficial. I was 
much pleased with the excellent interior construction of the Roman Catholic chapel, 
and a similar plan might be beneficially adopted in other prisons. There is a separate 
chapel in the house of correction, in which the Protestant chaplain officiates. 

Employment and Schools. Employment and 

The turnkeys, who appear to be intelligent men, devote a portion of each day to teach- Scbool3 ‘ 
ing their respective classes. The employment of the prisoners is carried on upon an 
excellent system. I found the greater part of the prisoners employed in the various 
trades of shoe-making, tailoring, weaving, carpenter and smitliwork, stone-brealdng. &c. 

Some of the male prisoners are employed in washing and scouring the bedding of the 
military barracks, under a contract, which produces considerable profit to the credit of the 
gaol accounts. 

I learned with pleasure, that several prisoners, at the period of their discharge, were 
expert workmen, who were totally ignorant of any trade when they were committed. 

Instances of the recommitment of such persons are very unfrequent. 

The prison dresses and the blankets are manufactured in the gaol, and the tread-mill 
is usefully directed to the pumping and supplying of water to every department of the 
prison. By the same means the sewers are kept thoroughly cleansed. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

The female department, under the charge of the respectable Matron, Mrs. Cleary, and 
her two daughters (one of the latter only being paid), continues to be carried on with the 
strictest attention to industry and regularity. I found all in this class actively employed 
in washing, mangling, spinning, carding, knitting, and plain work, with the exception of a 
few who were nursing children. The laundry is on an excellent plan, and is well supplied, 
by means of pipes and cocks, with hot and cold water. I have already recommended 
the adoption of the excellent system in other prisons which I have inspected. 

The funds of the gaol have been much benefitted by the profits arising from the labour 
in this branch. 



South District. 

County of Tipperary 
( South Riding) 
Gaol, at Clonmel. 
State and Accom- 
modation. 



Dietary. Dietary. 

Bread and milk — 2 lbs. household bread, one pint of new milk, and one pint of skimmed 
milk to each prisoner. The provisions are good and sufficient, and are supplied by 
contract. No complaints whatever were made on this head. 

Books and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are most regular^ and correctly kept, and the strictest super- 
vision is observed by excellent checks in the profits and disbursements of the whole 
establishment. 

Officers and Salaries. Officers and Salaries. 



Local Inspector — Rev. J. Moreton, 
Protest. Chap. — Rev. J. B. Gordon, 


£ 

100 


0 


d. 

0 


Turnkey- 


—Thomas Rourke, 


£ s. 
. 34 17 


d. 

6 


50 


0 


0 


Do. 


John Whiteston, 


. 34 17 


6 


Roman Catholic do. — Rev. M. Burke, 


50 


0 


0 


Do. 


James Shea, 


. 34 17 


6 


Surgeon — William J. Shcill, Esq., . 


74 


0 


0 


Do. 


John Pet hers tone, . 


. 34 17 


6 


Governor — Mr. J. Strahan, 


250 


0 


0 


Do. 


James Jordan, 


. 34 17 


6 


Deputy Governor— Mr. W. Allison, 


120 


0 


0 


Do. 


Andrew Semple, 


. 34 17 


0 


Clerk — Mi 1 . John Sandford, 


100 


0 


0 


Do. 


Thomas Patterson, . 


. 34 17 


6 


Sec. to the Board — Mr. R. Legge, . 


30 


0 


0 


Do. 


James Barron, 


. 34 17 


6 


Matron — Mrs. Cleary, 


40 


0 


0 


Do. 


James Quin, 


. 34 17 


G 


Assistant do. — Johanna Cleary, 


22 


0 


0 


Do. 


Philip Shea, . 


. 34 17 


6 


Hospital Nurse — Ellen Buckley, 


25 


0 


0 


Do. 


Michael Walsh, 


. 34 17 


6 


Turnkey — Oliver Latham, 


34 


17 


6 


Do. 


John Semple, 


. 34 17 


6 


Do. S. Bulbridge, 


34 


17 


6 









None of the above on gaol allowance. 



Visits paid by Non-resident Officers. 

Local Inspector, .... 253 j Protestant Chaplain, . .163 

Surgeon, ..... 412 | Roman Catholic do., . . . 200 
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South District. 



Hospitals. 



Hospitals. 

There are two hospitals, male and female, in separate yards ; they are both kept in the 
best possible order. The male hospital has been considerably enlarged and improved out 
of the profits arising from the labour of the prisoners, to which I have already referred 
with so much satisfaction. There were, on my inspection, 11 males and four females in 
hospital, including one fever case (male). The books of this department are very correct ; 
and Dr. Slieill’s attention to his duties here is zealous and unremitting. 

It may be proper to state, that diming the last seven years only 23 deaths took place 
in this prison — 14 of which occurred during the past year. 



Lunatics. Lunatics. 

I was glad to find but four male and two female lunatics, one of the latter only trouble- 
some, and one of the former to be discharged in a few days. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



BrideweLl*. 



Board of Superintendence. 
| P. Phipps, Esq., j.p. 



Stephen Moore, Esq., j.p. 
John Bagwell, Esq., j.p. 
James A. Butler, Esq., j.p. 
Samuel AY- Barton, Esq., J.P. 



I Samuel Gordon, Esq. 
i William II. Riall, Esq., j.p. 
j Joseph Grubb, Esq. 



William Quin, Esq., j.p. 
Percy Gough, Esq. 

S. Riall, Esq., j.p. 
Edward Phelan, Esq. 



It is evident, and satisfactory to state, that the members of this Board have devoted 
much of their valuable time and useful attention to the management of this important 
establishment, which is in a state so creditable to them, to the Local Inspector, and the 
Governor. 

General Observations. 

By reference to my foregoing observations, under their separate heads, it will be mani- 
fest that I had every reason to be satisfied, on a minute inspection, with the whole system 
of this large establishment. The Governor, Mr. Strahan, who is evidently a man of 
intellect, assiduity, and experience, merits the highest approbation for his successful 
attention to the regularity and discipline of the gaol. The subordination of the prisoners 
is not less apparent than that of the officers under his command ; and he appears to be 
ably assisted by his deputy, Mr. Allison. The turnkeys are clothed in a neat and becoming 
uniform. 

I may here refer to a memorandum in the visitors’ book, by Chief Justice Blackburne, 
expressive of his lordship’s satisfaction at the state in which he found the prison on the 
occasion of a visit at the spring assizes of last year. 

The Governor resides in the house of correction, and the deputy in the gaol, while the 
sleeping-rooms of the turnkeys are so placed in each corridor, as to prevent surprise, and 
ensure co-operative assistance in the event of any disturbance or outbreak. 

I deem it right to annex a satisfactory return of the employment of male and female 
prisoners in this gaol, for the year ending 31st December, 1847, showing the expenditure, 
sales, and profit. 



Return of the employment of male and female Prisoners in Clonmel gaol, for the year 
ending 31st December, 1847. 



Males. 



Smiths. 


Tailors. 


Carpenters. 


Nailors. 


Weavers. 


Sawyers. 


Tinkers. 

Shoemakers. 


Painters. 


Scouring. 



Females. 



Making bed-ticks. 
Teazing hair. 
Stone-breaking. 



Plain work. j Spinning. j Washing. 

Carding. | Knitting. I Mangling. 



Return of the expenditure, sales, and profit for the year. 



Description of Prisoners. 


Expenditure. 


Sales. 


Profit. 




£ s. d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


Males, . 


794 18 2£ 


919 8 


9-A 


124 10 7 


Females, 


168 14 3| 


247 10 


3^ 


78 16 0 


Total, £ 


963 12 6 


1,166 19 


1 


203 6 7 



Note. — In nearly all instances the prisoners are taught their trades while in the prison. 



Bridewells. 

Carrick-on-Suir. — On my inspection of this bridewell I found the books and accounts 
correct. There are eight cells (four for males, and four for females), with a day-room 
and yard for each department. The cells appear damp and cold, but are clean, and pro- 
vided with proper bedding. There were three males and one female confined in it for 
further examination. William Toomy, a blind prisoner, stated that he was committed for 
breaking windows, and that he would do so again to save himself from starvation or the 
poorhouse. The keeper, Thomas Anderson, has an annual salary of £30. 
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Cater . — This bridewell contains three male cells, and one for refractory prisoners, and South District. 
one cell for females, with two day-rooms. I found confined in it— males, six ; females, four. c ~ Tipperary 

The tower, in which is the staircase, admits wet, which creates damp throughout the (South Riding) 

prison. The yards were dirty, and no fires in the day-rooms. The Rev. W. Giles, Local Gaol, at Clonmel. 
Inspector, had noted his last visit on the 29th November, 1847. The keeper is Jeremiah 
Kirby, at a salary of £30. 

The following are the other bridewells in the South Riding of this county, with the 
keepers’ names and salaries, and accommodation which each affords 

New Birmingham. — Keeper, John Sadler, £30. Cells, four for males, aud two for 
females, with two day-rooms and two yards. 

Tipperary.— Keeper, Thomas Bond, £37. Cells, 12 for males, and four tor females, 
with four day-rooms, and five airing-yards, one store-room, and two cells for drunkards. 

Cashel.- -Keeper. Jeremiah Connell, £42 Is. 8 d., including £7 7s. 8 cl. as court-keeper. 

Cells, five for males, and two for females ; two day-rooms, two yards, aud one cell for 

dTU Cbgtem.— Keeper, William Keating, £30. There arc two cells for males, and two for 
females, two day-rooms, and two airing-yards. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



County of Waterford Gaol. — Visited 15th January, 1848. County of Waterford 

Gaol. 

I inspected this prison on the above day. The number of prisoners was 221, under the 
following heads : — 



Classes 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Debtors, i 


. 17 


3 


Summarily convicted, 


. 2 


Felons convicted, . 


. 68 


20 


In hospital, . 


. 9 2 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 30 


11 







Felons untried, 


. 20 


3 


Males, . 


. 179 42 


Misdemeanants do., 


. 4 


3 


Females, 


. 42 


Vagrants, 

Soldiers convicted, 


. 26 
. 3 


- 


Total, . 


. 221 



State and Accommodation. state and Accom- 

Tliere are in this gaol only S5 cells, two of them being for solitary confinements. It is 0 10n ' 
consequently overcrowded, and proper classification quite impossible. In some cells 
there are three, and in others even four, confined in the male department. In the 
female department there are but two confined in each cell, but here the accommodation 
for debtors is extremely inconvenient, and requires to be remedied by the Board of 
Superintendence. The whole prison is in a creditable state of cleanliness, well aired and 

The chapel is simply and conveniently arranged, with due regard to classification, by 
means of boarded partitions. A new and necessary day-room is in progress of erection, • 
the expense of which is provided for by the profits arising from the employment of the 
prisoners. The store-room is dry and commodious ; and the kitchen is well adapted for 
all requisite purposes, and supplied with an excellent steaming apparatus. 

Employment and Schools. Employment and 

The prisoners are constantly and judiciously employed in weaving, tailoring, shoe- Schools, 
making, carpenter work, making corn sacks, biscuit bags, and bacon wrappers, painting, 
breaking stones, &c. I regret that the looms were not at work, as stated in the last 
general report, but the Local Inspector stated, that material had been ordered from 
Belfast, in order to recommence operations. A new day-room and school-room are in 
progress of building, at which some of the prisoners were also employed. 

The Local Inspector states, that, on tire completion of these plans, a regular school 
(which I regret at present does not exist) will be established. The turnkeys have| hereto- 
fore been employed in teaching their respective classes, but owing to the recent increase 
of prisoners, which is as much to be deplored here as elsewhere, this system lias been, in 
a- great measure, discontinued. 

Female Department. ' Female Department. 

In this department every thing appeared to be carried on with the strictest attention 
to regularity, economy, and profit. A good deal of washing and mangling for the public 
is carried on here : and the drying-room, with its apparatus, has been erected by means 
of the profits arising from this branch of the establishment. The Local Inspector 
undertook, on my suggestion, to have the water conveyed from the boiler through pipes, 
to the washing troughs, which would obviate much danger and inconvenience. 

The Matron continues to merit the approbation of the Board and the Local Inspector. 

A new assistant hns been recently appointed in place of the former, who was. dismissed 
for immoral conduct. 

0 
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South District. 

County of Waterford 
Gaol. 
Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospital. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Obserra- 



City of Waterford 
Gaol- 

Visited Jan. 15,1846. 



Dietary . 

Breakfast — 8 oz. of Indian meal made into stirabout, with one pint of sweet milV , 
Dinner — l lb. of bread, with one pint of buttermilk. 

The dietary appears to be in accordance with the specified regulations. Two prisoners 
complained of the quality of the bread, which I examined in the presence of the Local 
Inspector ; I found it good and sufficient, but suggested the propriety of having it a 
little better baked ; and the Local Inspector gave immediate directions to have the recom- 
mendation carried into effect. The provisions are supplied by contract, with the exception 
of the meal, for which (owing to recent fluctuating prices) the Board were unable to 
obtain a tender. 



Books and Accounts. 

I regretted to learn that some of the books and accounts were in a state of confusion, 
which was attributed to the mismanagement of the late (deceased) Governor, Mr. Ryan! 
However, they are now in progress of arrangement, under the supervision of the Local 
Inspector and the Clerk. 

Officers and Salaries. 



£ 

Local Inspector — Rev. R. J. Hobson, 80 
Protest. Chap. — Very Rev. Usher Lee, 40 
Roman Catholic do. — Rev. M. Flynn, 40 
Surgeon — W. Carroll, Esq., . . 05 

Governor — M. T. E. Kiely, 

Clerk — Daniel O’Neill, 

Turnkey, Do. 

Do. Robert Homier, 

Do. W. Blanch, 



Turnkey — Thomas Sinnott, 

Do. Robert Gee, . 

Do. Pat Martin, . 

Do. Michael Barlow, 

Matron — Mrs. O’Neill, . 

Assistant do. — Mrs. Baker, 

Nurse — Hannah M'Evoy, 

Clerk to Board of Superintendence — 
Michael Mortimer, Esq., 



0 0 
0 0 
0 0 



20 0 



55 

131 



. 200 
. 30 

. 30 0 0 
. 30 0 0 
. 30 0 0 

None of the above are on gaol allowance. 

Visits in the year by 

Local Inspector, . . .132 I Protestant Chaplain, . 

Surgeon, 302 | Roman Catholic do., . 

Hospital. 

The hospital is well and cleanly kept, and the sexes properly separated. There were 
some cases of fever. The Surgeon is most regular and constant in his attendance. 

Board of Superintendence. 

Wray Palliser, Esq., j.r. William Christmas, Esq., j.p. 

John Congreve, Esq. 

Thomas Carew, Esq., j.p. 

Robert Longan, Esq., j.p. 

General Observations. 



Robert Uniacke, Esq., j.p. 
Shap. C. Morris, Esq., j.p. 
George Meara, Esq., j.p. 



Simon Bagge, Esq., j.r. 
Samuel King, Esq., j.p. 
Maurice Ronayne, Esq., j.p. 
Charles N. Bollon, Esq. 



I deem it proper to observe, that every requisite and necessary regulation for the control 
and superintendence of this prison was enforced as far as its crowded state, already 
noticed, could admit ; and I feel bound to attribute much of the efficient discipline, under 
present circumstances, to the experience, urbanity, and attention of the Local Inspector 
The Governor, who has only been appointed within the last ten months, appears zealous 
and intelligent, and anxious to perform his duties. But it is my duty to state, that from 
certain observations made by him in the presence of the Local Inspector, as to the inter- 
ference of the Board with liis authoiity, I cannot hope for the proper and safe superin- 
tendence of the gaol, unless means be speedily adopted by a full and searching investi- 
gation into complaints to which I could not listen, much less express an opinion (on 
ex -parte statement), in the absence of the Board. 

There were 37 convicts under sentence of transportation, and some of them since the 
spring assizes of 1847. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 



City of Waterford Gaol. — Visited on the 15th January, 1848. 

I EXPECTED this gaol, and the house of correction (which is, strictly speaking, connected 
with it, although about half a mile distant), on the above day. The number confined in 
both prisons amounts to 97. 



Classes. Males. Females. 

Debtors in the gaol, . . 13 - 

Do. in house of correction, 3 — 

Felons convicted in gaol, . 15 — 

Do. in house of correction, 14 16 

Misdemeanants convicted in gaol, 2 - 

Do. in house of correction, 3 5 

Felons untried in gaol, . . 10 - 

Do. in house of correction, — 4 

Misdemeanants do., . . _ 5 

Soldier do., .... 1 - 



Classes. Males. Females. 

Deserter in gaol, ... 1 

Drunkard do., . .1 _ 

Do. in house of correction, - 1 

Committed summarily to gaol, 3 - 

Males, .... 66 31 

Females, . . .31 

Total, . . 97 



No females whatever are confined in the gaol. 
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State and Accommodation. South District. 

x found in the city gaol, as in other cases, that two, and even sometimes three, were City of Waterford. 
confined in one cell. The cells are well aired and convenient. Some of the prisoners “° - 

complained that the blankets were light— and I think some new ones ought to be supplied. da ^ Q e n an ccora 
I found the gaol clean and orderly ; and, with the above exception, no complaints were 
made. I feel pleasure in expressing, as far as regards the house of correction, my high 
opinion of the orderly, cleanly, and- 1 may add, comfortable condition of the whole estab- 
lishment. The cells, which are well arranged and ventilated, were occupied by one 
prisoner only. The bed clothing was of a good description, and according to regulation. 

Employment and Schools. Employment and 

1 a . . _ Schools. 

The men in the gaol were employed at stone-breaking, white-washing, and cleansing the 
prison. The boys are kept apart from the adult prisoners, and are under the care of an 
experienced turnkey, who acts as schoolmaster. 

In the house of correction the females were all fully employed at washing, spuming, 
sewing, and breaking stones. There are schools in both male and female departments. 

The system of this branch appeared to me to be comx>lete and satisfactory. 



Female Department. Female Department. 

This department is altogether confined, as before observed, to the house of correction, and 
I have nothing to add here to my previous observations, except that the Matron requires 
an assistant. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

Breakfast 8 oz. Indian meal, and one pint of new milk. Dinner — 1 lb. bread, and one 

pint skimmed milk. . „ 

I interrogated the prisoners generally, who expressed themselves fully satisfied with 
regard to their food, as well as their general treatment. 



Books arid Accounts. 



Books and Accounts. 



The books and accounts are correctly kept in the city gaol and house of correction. 



Officer's of Gaol and House of Correction. 



Local Inspector — Rev. R. J. Hobson, 

Protestant Chaplain— Rev. A. Sergeant, 40 
R. Catholic do. Rev. A. Fitzgerald, 40 0 0 
Apothecary — James Palmer, . — 

Physician — Robert Burkitt, . . 40 0 0 

Governor of gaol — Wm. Wright, . 120 0 0 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Governor of ho. of correction — R.Hunt, 


60 


0 


0 


Matron do- Ellen Hanrick, 


40 


0 


0 


Turnkey — James Walsh, 


25 


0 


0 


Do. N. Foran, 


25 


0 


0 


Do. J. Walsh, 


25 


0 


0 


Do. J. Harrington, . 


25 


0 


0 



£ s. d. 
60 0 0 
0 0 



Officers of Gaol anil 
House of Correction. 



The Governor of the gaol and four turnkeys are on gaol allowance. 



Visits paid by Officers to the Gaol and House of Correction. 1 

Local Inspector, . . . . 29S I Roman Catholic Chaplain, . .120 

Surgeon, 240 Apothecary, .... 45 

Protestant Chaplain, ... 60 | 

Hospital. Hospital. 

The hospital, which is in the city gaol, is available for the prisoners in the two branches 
included in this report. At present there is but one male prisoner in it. The Physician 
is most attentive to this department. 

Lunatics. Lunatics. 



I found no lunatics in either the city gaol or house of correction. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Mayor. | Captain Roberts. 

Sir H. W. Barron, Bart., j.p. James Keating, Esq., j.p. 

Sir B. M. Wall, d.l. A. Sherlock, Esq., j.p. 

Captain Bolton. j Henry Denny, Esq. 

General Obsei'vations. 

I have little to add to my previous observations, which are as special as possible in 
reference to each department in both prisons. In the visiting book of the house of cor- 
rection I found a remark of the Roman Catholic Clergyman officiating as Chaplain in June, 
1847, that persons had been permitted to sleep in the chapel; but the Local Inspector 
assured me that there had not been, nor should be hereafter, a repetition of such an 
irregularity. 

Nicholas Fitzslmon, Inspector-General. 

02 



Board of Superinten- 
dence. 

Wm. M. Ardagh, Esq. 

John Power, Esq. 

Edward Hobson, Esq. 



General Observa- 
tions. 
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—Visited 14tii January, 1848. 



SoDTHjhsTBicT. County of Wexford Gaol. — T _ i0 , 0 . 

y </aol. Jora t ^ s S^ol on tile above day. The number of prisoners confined in it amounts 

Veiled Jan, 14,1848. to Joo, under the following beads: 



State and Accou 
modntiun. 



Schools. 



Fatialc Depa: 



, Classes. 

Debtors, 


Males. 
. 19 


Female. 

3 


Criminals, . 


. 147 


65 


Crown witnesses, . 




1 


Males, 


. 166 


69 


Females, 


. 69 




a. ,, , _ Total, 

vi the above I find there were 


. 235 




Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Felons convicted, . 


. 63 


25 


Do. untried, 


. 41 


24 


Committed summarily, including 


five males 


and one female, for bogging, 


. 30 


11 


Lunatics, . . ’ . 


. 13 


5 


Males, 


. 147 


G5 


Females, 


. 65 





Total, . . 212 

Which, with the debtors and witnesses, constitute the above total. 

Under sentence of transportation I found— 

MalcS) ’ • 23 | Females, . 3 | Total, . . 2G 

Of these, three of the males had been in the gaol since their conviction; one for 12 
one tor lo, and one for 18 months. The vagrant beggars were here mixed with the other 
prisoners m the same manner as described in my report on Carlow gaol. 

State and Accommodation. 

/+!’ eiG i ' VCre “ 2 sin o le ceUs » 98 of which were appro])riated to males, and 14 to females- 
ot the above, < 2 are new cells. I found in the old gaol, that three prisoners were allotted 
to each cell though inconveniently small and badly lighted, while, in the new cells which 
are larger, but one prisoner was confined. In the female department I found that so 
manj as five, and even six, were jilaced to sleep in one cell. 

The Local Inspector and Board of Superintendence, whom I had the pleasure of 
meeting at the gaol on my inspection, concurred in attributing this state of attars to the 
SimV mCre c Se ° f l Jmollors ; a ” d aI1 evinced the greatest anxiety to effect a more equal 
STtemodatim. 1 ” 80 ” 61 ' 6 ' alld ' “ c0,, -> unctl °" ' Tith ti,e Gralld ‘o supply further 

My attention was particularly caUod, by the Boman Catholic Chaplain, to the incon- 
loment construction and arrangements of the new chapel, which has not as yet been 
ou CAt iT or . tlle 1 f‘' ot * Bto “* Chaplain ; the former continues to officiate in the 
old chapel the latter m the school-room. By the addition of kneeling-boards in the 
boxes oi stalls, and placing the female prisoners on the ground-door, near the proposed 
maT’be 3 2S \ the Roman Catholic Chaplain, much of the alleged into, ivettence 
wlXi i ° * atc *‘ * Jo U ^° strongly objected to the proposed position of the altar 
oil 1 y ?" ere T ha 1 on tins sibjectl 

present, .is, at a conference hold oil the day of my inspection with the Board of ijuper- 
tl Lore? l' ld 1 ° t"’ 0 Chaplains, I observed every anxiety on the part of tho Board Id 
rftl GrainllT ° ' 8 , thC ZT*?* C1 ‘ a Pl ai ”) *0 carryout, with tho assistance 
suolsteil it 15 ' *1 T IleS of a ' !e , Eoman Catholic Chaplain. The latter further 
SI has ' Tr f 7 of a "confessional” being set apart; but as I find that the 
SSTnftSS 1 B t ’ 0S ? C ? S T f * s,1,aE apartment in the new branch adjoining the 
iTa ie . f”® 1 ” 31 as a •< robing-, -com,” I think if may 

be mate, available, under the approbation of the Board, for the accommodation required. 

Employment and Schools. 

Datttinf »ndTA‘? pI ° Je . d “ sm “ aild carpenter work, weaving, tailoring, shoe-maldne 
P e; 1 nd breaking stones. Many of them appeared to he expert workmen and are 
very efacently super.,, tended by Hr. Needham" the active Depirty-Governor through 
SeTnil rt ‘ 0,,S mMh is «*>»** by the quantity of wile Ini wXn 1715 

*—■ iiastcr 

Female Department. 

neiltt,vhS. d hr.”l!!v ed ° n S' e ‘““'y inefficient accommodation in the female depart- 
ure on Arbeit Bo f T B ea f 7 thcrc ' "’ ere 1 0 children, nine of whom 

I;™“q Tl,o B , d ' <SV “- undertook to adopt every means to remedy 

tins evil, lie females are employed m spinning flax, hemp, ami wool ; knitting, washin/ 
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mating shirts, .and plain sewing. The Matron has no assistant, and she certainly requires . South District. 

The laundry is on a very good and convenient plan, well supplied with water ; hut I i:o,u,, U£l^ ex f ord 
have suggested the conducting of the hot water into the washing troughs, by means of a 
pipe from the boiler. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

For breakfast — 1 lb. of brown bread, and one pint of new milk. Dinner S oz. of 

yellow Indian meal, and one pint of buttermilk. 

The provisions were good and sufficient, and no complaint made whatever. 

Booh and Accounts. Booki Account.. 

The books and accounts are well and correctly kept by the Deputy-Governor, Mr. 

Needham. 



Local Inspector — Rev. R. W. Elgec, 
Protestant Chaplain, <lo., 

R. Cath. Chaplain — Rev. L. Kirwan, 
Surgeon — H. H. Boswell, Esq., 
Apothecary — James Ricards, Esq., 
Governor — S. Gladwin, 
Deputy-Governor — W. Needham, 
Master of Works, do., 

• Matron — Mary Murpli}', 
Schoolmaster (dead), — W. Stephens, 
Turnkey — Joseph Gladwin, 



Officers and Salaries. 
£ s. cl. I 



Officers and Salaries. 



Turnkey — Robert Roberts, . . 30 0 

Do. John Gettings, . . 30 0 

Do. Francis Monk, . . 25 0 

Do. W. Craig, . . . 23 0 

Do. John Hamcy, . . 25 0 

Do. John Fitzsimon, . . 25 0 

Do. N. Cormiek, Lunatic Keeper, 25 0 
Font. LunaticKeeper — Ellen Hopkins, 10 0 
Nursetcuder — B. Savage, . .12 0 

Barber — J. Holbrook, . . . 10 0 



Of these, the Governor, deputy, seven turnkeys, schoolmaster, male and female lunatic 
keepers, and nursetender, are on gaol allowance. 



Visits in the year 1S47, by 

Local Inspector, Protestant Chaplain, 243 I Surgeon, ..... 2(50 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, . . 205 

Hospital. Hospital. 

The hospital is extremely convenient, and well ventilated; there were only four 
patients in it, three of whom were convalescent, and one severely wounded in attempting 
to commit a burglary. There was no disease of an infectious nature. The Surgeon pays 
the greatest attention to this department. 



Lunatics. Lunatics. 

The 18 lunatics hereinbefore enumerated are not troublesome; they enjoy good health, 
and are well attended. The female crown witness alluded to in the abstract is confined 
in tliis department, owing to the crowded state of the gaol. 

Board of Superintendence. 

C. A. Walker, Esq., sr.r. I J. H. Talbot, Esq., ir.r. I 

George Le Ilunte, Esq. I Major Doran. 

Thomas N. King, Esq., .T.r. | John Hawey, Esq. i 

General Observations. 

My foregoing observations fully exhibit the present crowded state of the gaol, and the tions. 
consequent want of accommodation, as a matter of course. Classification is almost 
impossible to be carried out ; but under all the circumstances, the most watchful super- 
intendence, and the strictest discipline are observed by the very good and sufficient staff 
of officers. 

There is no tread-mill in the prison. 

The gaol is particularly neat and well kept, and the Local Inspector as attentive as he 
is evidently experienced in the discharge of his duties. The building is lighted with gas. 

The High Sheriff, the Board of Superintendence, the Surgeon, and Chaplains are anxious 
for the introduction of hot ah- into the cells ; and I fully concur in the advisability of the 
suggestion. 

A portion of the outer wall is not sufficiently high to prevent the escape of expert or 
daring prisoners ; hut the Local_, Inspector and members of the Board have promised 
speedily to remedy this defect. 

Bridewell. Bridev 

_ Enniscortky. — I visited this bridewell to-day; it has two day-rooms and three cells fur- 
nished, and a new addition of four cells and two day-rooms unfurnished. The whole is 
clean, and well ventilated. There were only two prisoners — one a boy for breaking a pane 
of glass in the workhouse, and a woman under a committal from the 3rd January, instant, 
for further examination, on a charge of having received a deal stick. It. appears that no 
petty sessions were held since her committal. The keeper, Thomas Hanlon, is a well- 
conducted man ; has £30 a year, and no allowances. He has often had from 10 to 12 
prisoners in custody for larcenies and misdemeanors, and complains of the want of an assist- 
ant. The dietary is good, and according to regulation. The register is well kept. 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector-General. 



Hoard of Superin- 

Sir Francis Lc Huntc, ,t.p. tendance. 

W. A. Armstrong, Esq., j.p. 

M. Petit, Esq., j.p. 

Observa. 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



County of Wicklow Gaol — Visited on the 10th January, 1848. 

I inspected this gaol (my first inspection) on the above day. I found the total number 
of prisoners amounted to 131, divided as follow : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Debtors, 


. 8 


_ 


Lunatics, 


. 12 


Felons convicted, . 


. 50 


14 





Misdemeanants do., 


. 11 


1 


Males, . 


. 92 


Felons untried, 


. 3 


2 


Females, 


. 39 


Summarily committed, 


. S 


15 


Total, . 


. 131 



Females. 

7 



State and Accommodation. 

In this prison there are 77 separate cells, and one solitary ; the latter should never be 
used unless in the case of a very violent prisoner. The number of prisoners since last 
inspection lias been nearly doubled; consequently great inconvenience has arisen, and 
proper classification is almost impracticable. It would be most advisable to have the sepa- 
rate system enforced in the new part of the prison, which the Board of Superintendence 
and the Local Inspector are anxious to have warmed with the apparatus for hot air. The 
bedding and clothing are of good quality ; and I found nothing deficient in store. 

Employment and Schools. 

The male prisoners are employed in net-making, shoe-making, and tailoring work, and 
some occasionally on the tread-mill. The females are employed in spinning hemp, sewing, 
and general prison duties. 

The turnkeys, who appear to be very intelligent men, discharge the duties of school- 
master, and devote two hours each day to teaching the prisoners. 

Female Department. 

This department is creditably conducted, under the superintendence of the Matron, Mrs. 
Ban-y, the wife of the Governor. The laundry is very inconvenient, and badly supplied 
with water; but the Local Inspector has promised his attention to this, and other 
necessary improvements. 

' Dietary. 

Breakfast— 4 oz. oatmeal and 4 oz. Indian meal stirabout, and one pint of mixed milk. 
Dinner— 1 lb. of brown bread and one pint of mixed milk. On Sundays the prisoners are 
supplied with bread for breakfast and dinner. The provisions are of a good quality. 
j Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are regularly kept by the Governor, who requires a clerk. 
Officers and Salaries. 



Local Inspector — Wm. Nolan, Esq., 43 1 
Protestant Cbaplain— Rev. R. Porter, 36 18 
R. Catholic do. Rev. J. Trant, 36 IS 
Physician — Andrew Nolan, Esq., 65 0 

Governor — Mr. R. Barry, . 100 0 

Matron, . . . 30 0 

Deputy to do., . . 20 0 



1st Turnkey, 
2nd do., 

3rd do., 

4th do., 

5th do., 

6th do., 
Hospital Nurse, 



r f® e n of the above are on gaol allowance. The salaries of the Local Inspector and 
attended-^ PPear t0 ^ UnuSUaUy smaU - Durin S the past year the following officers 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 



. 119 Visits. 
22 5 „ 



Protestant Chaplain, 
R. Catholic do, . 



. 311 Visits. 
• 224 „ 



... Hospital. 

ia it 1 ttT“/Xy'SpSf a ' U ” der Dr ' N °’ an ’ S 6Uperinte,,den0e - 1,0 ™re 

,. ... , . Lunatics. 

It wm be seen, by my abstract of prisoners, that on the day of my inspection there were 
twehe male and seven female lunatics j and the officers did not complain that they were in 
any way troublesome, beyond the peculiar care which such cases always require. ^ 

Board of Superintendence. 

AlUf- I Synge, E,,„ 

E, H. Farrell, Esq. Charles TStelham, Esq 

Bomel T.ghe Esq Arthur Bride, Esq 

J. A. Leonard, Esq. I 

I give this list as furnished in the Governor’s return. 

lhe 2nd section of 7 Geo. IV., c. 74, directs that the Board shall consist of not less than 
the^county 016 ^ tWelv ® members > of whom one-half shad be Justices of the Peace for 

jo. . . General Observations. 

... . P leasu J e m expressing my satisfaction at the general good order and cleanliness nf 

Seu7L„^ e e e“ MSeme,lt ° f ^ B °“ d -“Z' 

duties « d ® ntIy a T a “ ted with *0 performance of his responsible 

duties, and ought to receive assistance by the appointment of a clerk or deputy. P 

Nicholas Fitzsimon, Inspector- General. 
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. Ill 



Appendix, No. 2. 



SCHEDULE (A)— List of Prisons. 



COUNTY. 1 SITE. 

1 1 


CLASS OF PRISON. 


COUNTY. 




CLASS OF PRISON. 


NORTH DISTRICT. 1 




South District — continued. 




Iridewell. 


Dublin 


Kilmainham 


County Gaol. 


Cork 


Castletown - 




Green-street 


Newgate. 




Charleville - 




ditto. 






louse of Correction. 




Clonakilty - 


- 


ditto. 




Grnngegorman-lan e 


ditto (female). 




Cove - 




ditto. 






j'ourCourts 1 Marshalsea. 




Junmanway 




ditto. 




St. Sepulchre’s 


Manor Prison. 




Fermoy 




ditto. 




Darrickfergus 


County Gaol. 




Kanturk 




ditto. 










Macrooin 














Mallow 




ditto. 




Ballymoney - 


ditto. 




Middleton - 




ditto. 




Ballymena - 


ditto. 




Millstreet- - 






Armagh 


Armagh 


County Gaol. 




Mitchelstown 




ditto. 




iridewell. 




Rosscarbery - 










ditto. 




Skibbereen - 




ditto. 








Galway 


Cal way 




County Gaol. 








Galway 




Town Gaol. j 






County Gaol. 




Ballinasloe - 




Bridewell. 




Bailieborough 


iridewell. 








ditto. 




Ballyconnell 


ditto. 




Eyrecourt - 




ditto. 




Dootehill 


ditto. 




Gort - 






Donegal 


Lifford 


County Gaol. 




Loughrea 




ditto. 








Outerard 




ditto. 




Donegal 


ditto. 




Portumna - 




ditto. 




















ditto. 




Woodford - 




ditto. i 






County Gaol. 


Kerry 


Tralee 




County Gaol. 






Bridewell. 




Cahirciveen - 




Bridewell. 


Fermanagh - 


Enniskillen - 


County Gaol. 




Castleisland 




ditto. 




Bridewell. 




Dingle 








Carrick-on-Shanno 


County Gaol. 




Kenmare 




ditto. 






Bridewell. 




Killarncy 










ditto. 




Listowel 




ditto. 


Londonderry 


Londonderry 


County Gaol. 




Milltown 




ditto. 








Tarbert 








Magherafelt - 


ditto. 


Kildare 


Naas - 




County Gaol. 






ditto. 




Atby - 






Longford - 


Longford 


County Gaol, 
ditto. 


Kilkenny - 


Kilkenny 

Kilkenny 




County Gaol. 

City Gaol. 1 








Callan 




Bridewell. 










Tkomastown 




ditto. 


Mayo 




County Gaol. 




Urlingford - 




ditto. 






King’s Co. - 


Tullamore - 




County Gaol. 








Parsonstown 




District Bridewell. 








Limerick - 


Limerick 




County Gaol. 






ditto. 




Limerick 




City Gaol. 


Meath 


Trim - 


County Gaol. 




Bruff - 




Bridewell. 










Croome 




ditto. 










Glinn - 




ditto. 


Monaghan 


Monaghan - 


County Gaol. 




Kilfinane 




ditto. 




Bridewell. 




Newcastle - 














Rathkeale - 




ditto. 




Castleblayney 


ditto. 


Queen's Co 


Maryborough 




County Gaol. 










Abbeyleix - 




Bridewell. 


Roscommon 


Roscommon - 


County Gaol. 




Borris-in-Ossor; 




ditto. 










Stradbally - 




ditto. 




Boyle - 


ditto. 


Tipperary 


Clonmel 




County Gaol. 










Nenagh 




ditto. 










Borrisokane - 




Bridewell. 


Sligo 


Sligo - 


County Gaol. 




Cahir - 




ditto. 


Ballymote - 


Bridewell. 




Carrick-on-Suir 




ditto. 


Tyrone 


Omagh 


County Gaol. 




Cashel 




ditto. 








Clogheen 








Dungannon - 


ditto. 




New Birmingham 


ditto. 




Strabane 


ditto. 




Newport 




ditto. 


Westmeath 


Mullingar 


County Gaol. 




Roscrea 




ditto. 










Templemore 




ditto. 


i SOUTH DISTRICT. 






Thurles 




ditto. 




| Carlow 


County Gaol. 




Tipperary - 




ditto. 


Clare 






Waterford 


Waterford - 




County Gaol. 








Waterford - 




City Gaol. 






ditto 




Waterford - 




House of Correction. 




| Kilrush 


ditto. 




Dungarvan - 




Bridewell. 




1 Sixmilebridge 


ditto. 




Lismore 




ditto. 








Wexford 


Wexford 




County Goal. 




- Cork - 


County Gaol. 




Enniscorthv - 




Bridewell. 






City ditto. 




Gorey - 




ditto. 










New Ross - 




ditto. 






Corporation Gaol. 


Wicklow 


Wicklow 




County Gaol. 






Bridewell. 




Baltinglass - 




District Bridewell. 




! Bantry 


ditto. 


! 


Tinnahely - 


_ 


Bridewell. 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



SCHEDULE (B). 



RETURN of the Number of Prisoners confined in the Gaols of Ireland on the 31st December, 1847. 



Schedule Li. 

Return of Number 
of Prisoners confined 
in the Gaols of 
Ireland, 31st 
December, 1847. 



(tAOJ-S. 


No. of Debtors. 


No 
Male C 


of 

riminsls. 


No. of 

Female Criminals. 


No. of 


No. of Lunatics. 






















Males. 


Females. 


Tried. 


j Untried. 


Tried. 


j Untried. 


Hospital 


Male. 


Female, j 


Antrim, - 




4 


41 


8 


2 


3 


14 


S 




Belfast, - 




- 


121 


4S 


29 


21 


3 


- 


- 


Armagh, - 


! 70 


G 


79 


53 


19 


50 


22 


3 


- 


Carlow, - 


! 20 


5 


82 


12 


48 


2 


6 


4 


- 


Cavan, - 


53 


2 


G2 


57 


9 


13 


15 


2 


- 


Clare, .... 


, 50 


4 


10S 


,v 1 U 0 


17 


33 


12 


14 


1 


Cork, 5 - ' 


85 


4 


C73 


203 


195 


89 


61 


5 


2 




i 30 


2 


79 


9 


40 


5 


5 


- 


~ 


Donegal, - 


i 14 


- 


70 


11 


19 


- 


2 


15 


1 


Down, - 


37 


5 


no 


28 


24 


20 


22 


12 


- 


Dublin County, - 


14 


3 


48 


22 


37 


14 


3 


1 


5 


DuVin Citr : 




















Newgate, - 


1 


1 


_ 


57 


_ 


37 


14 


_ 


_ 


Four Courts’ Marslialsea. 


6!) 




_ 


_ 


_ 






_ 


_ 


Grangegorman Penitentiary, • 










204 




12 




46 


Richmond Bridewell, 


- 


- 


237 


- 


- 


- 


21 


9 


- 


Fermanagh. ... 


GO 


2 


S9 


37 


30 


18 


24 


0 


2 


- - 


14 

13 


1 

1 


211 

89 


138 

49 


70 

97 


49 

25 


51 

12 


I 


2 


Kerry, .... 


3G 


- 


113 


62 


28 


SO 


6 


15 


11 


■“""•{aS : : 


G 

f 


1 


3G 

17 


37 

33 


7 


21 

18 


6 


2 


1 


l&T' : : 


40 

14 


4 


120 

22 


34 

11 


2 


2 


S 


17 


4 


King’s Connty, 


21 


5 


67 


49 


22 


22 


7 


1 


1 


Leitrim, ... 


39 


4 


CO 


41 


28 


25 


15 


- 


3 


Limerick. $ £? unl - v ' 


37 ’ 


2 


116 


ISO 


26 


18 


11 


12 


6 






3 


3G 


38 


13 


17 


7 


- 


- 


Londonderry. ... 


23 


- 


72 


22 


19 


23 


6 


1 


- 


Longford, ... 


20 


3 


G3 


49 


14 


26 


19 


1 


1 


Louth, .... 


20 


2 


38 


16 


13 


11 


2 


4 


4 


Droghedn, ... 


13 


X 


9 


5 


3 


3 


- 


- 


1 


Mayo, ... 


31 


3 


145 


136 


43 


42 


24 


2 


5 


Meath, .... 


25 


2 


54 


4S 


13 


22 


13 


11 


5 


Monaghan. ... 


57 


2 


53 


31 


15 


28 


10 


4 


- 


Queen’s Connty, 


24 


1 


67 


62 


21 


33 


17 


1 


3 


Roscommon, - 


45 


- 


69 


96 


11 


12 


22 


2 


1 


Sligo, .... 


45 


- 


95 


29 


39 


11 


12 


- 


IS 


**~*{§r& : 


47 

32 


6 

4 


100 

120 


129 

130 


16 

43 


32 

56 


14 

10 


4 


1 


Tyrone, .... 


76 


7 


97 


48 


13 


40 


15 


17 


• 1 


la™'-- : 


14 

16 


1 

2 


93 

46 


62 

10 


37 

20 


S 

4 


9 


; 


; 


Westmeath, 


23 


2 


69 


34 


33 


: 10 


6 


- 


_ 


Wexford, ... 


20 


3 


75 


43 


20 


37 


4 


13 


5 


Wicklow, ... 


9 




36 


28 


17 

! 


14 


: “ 


11 


7 
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SCHEDULE (C). 



RETURN of Accommodation- in the several Counts:, City, and Town Gaols, 184“. 



1 


Dally 


_ 1 




Other | Number] 


confined 


NUMBER OF COMMITTALS. j 


GAOLS. 


Number 

confined. 


Numberof Cells. 

[ 






Debtors 

included. 


°~ 


T*“-j 


i". 


Four 

Times. 


Total. 


Antrim, .... 


120 


189 


50 


13 


3S 


825 


94 


22 


10 


11 


137 


Belfast, .... 


1S3 


258 


320 


- 


1 


0,194 


249 


III 


60 


296 


71C 


Armagh, - 


223 


305 


12 


36 


103 


1,717 


45 


20 


8 


4 


77 


Carlow, - 


159 


216 


71 


7 


14 


1,507 


4 


3 


1 


- 


8 


Cavan, - 


183 


275 


86 


10 


35 


1,298 


10 


« 


S 


3 


29 


Clare, 


170 


324 


125 


9 


42 


1,407 


27 


19 


5 


- 


51 


C Countv, - 


935 


1,281 


171 


93 


279 


6,948 


412 


no 


61 


37 


610 


Cork, 

(City, 


192 


259 


108 


13 


43 


1,575 


131 


39 


10 


5 


187 


Donegal, - 


120.' 


164 


85 


15 


32 


631 


3 


- 


- 




3 


Down, ... - 


255 


316 


200 


16 


32 


1,260 


120 


37 


16 


IS 


191 






218 


94 


2 


5 


2,551 


99 


33 


13 


19 


164 






255 


64 






2,640 


354 


158 












435 


226 






6,772 


278 


J 48 






2,2 1 1 


„ Richmond Bridewell, 


2152 


403 


288 


9 


100 


5,279 


705 


250 




151 




Fermanagh, ... 


280 


397 


102 


5 


15 


1,288 


14 


12 


2 


- 


28 


C County, • 


374 


539 


92 


6 


18 


2,374 


34 


27 


25 


21 


107 


( Town, - 


76; 


254 


36 


8 


IS 


1,106 


24 


14 








Kerry, .... 


318 


429 


82 


4 


- 


1,880 


20 


8 


3 


4 


35 


CNaas, 


79M1 


116 


62 


10 


12 


580 


12 


5 


3 


4 


24 


(Atliy, - 


58H1 


107 


32 


2 


4 


611 


40 


9 








C County, - 


200 


261 


4S 


4 


37 


976 


79 


12 


8 


3 


102 


(City, 


45 


81 


13 


4 


28 


484 


326 






~ 




King's County, - - - 


165 


251 


114 


8 


16 


810 


4 


2 


3 




9 


Leitrim, .... 


229J51 


357 


81 


12 




1,268 


4 


2 


4 


2 


12 


C County, - 


332 


442 


115 


16 


4S 


1,003 


45 


1C 


4 




05 


(City, - - 


131i 


165 


70 


18 


32 


2,705 


60 


32 








Londonderry, ... 


163|2| 


239 


153 


17 


54 


1,488 


39 


8 


3 


2 


52 


Longford, - 


176 


239 


69 


12 


30 


1,397 


47 


15 


7 


6 


75 


Louth, ... - 


96 


136 


39 


10 


18 


970 


S 


14 


3 




25 


Drogheda, - - - - 


20 


58 


16 


6 


14 


507 


70 


5 


1 


- 


- 


Mayo, .... 


358AV 


499 


128 


20 


60 


1,982 


15 


6 


3 


10 


34 


Meath, .... 


122 


177 


112 


29 


29 


654 


26 


3 


2 


1 


32 


Monaghan, - 


178 


290 


75 


12 


62 


1,211 


7 


6 


1 


1 


15 


Queen's County, - - - 


150 


304 


95 


6 


44 


1,400 


53 


9 


- 


- 


62 


Roscommon, ... 


269} 


446 


00 


16 


32 


1,443 


41 


6 


4 


5 


50 


Sligo, 


20432} 


261 


84 


24 


62 


1,229 


85 


19 


8 


9 


121 


CNenagh, - 
Tipperary, < 


326s >3 


406 


192 


22 


31 


2,262 


72 


12 


4 




88 


( Clonmel, - 


330 


435 


224 


18 


20 


3,119 


87 


56 


31 






Tyrone, - 


244 


389 


60 


18 


72 


1,573 


43 


8 


- 


- 


51 


f County, - 
Waterford, < 


124 


295 


83 


8 


16 


916 


82 


17 


5 


3 


107 


(City, 


79 


128 


56 


7 


15 


1,332 


9 


10 


5 






Westmeath. - 


185 


255 


92 


11 


33 


1,048 


29 


12 


1 


- 


42 


Wexford, - 


152 


229 


114 


6 


12 


985 


41 


11 


5 


- 


57 


Wicklow, - 


132.1 


191 


77 


8 


7 


761 


IS 


6 


8 




46 



P 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF 



SCHEDULE (D) — Account of Expenditure in 









IS* 


| 


6 






COST OF 






GAOLS. 

I. 


Nature of Dietary. 


Prisoners’ Diet 
within the 
Year. 

3. 


ii 

•5.3 j Nature of Fuel 
?! ; 


l 

S5 

c. 


Fuel, for us 
of Prison. 


Soap and 
Candles fo 

8. 


— 


Medicine, is 
1 10. 


Prisoners’ 
Diet and Sus- 
tenance in 
Hospital 


Antrim, 


Mixed. 


£ s. U 
802 3 8 




} Coal. 


21 


£ s. <1 
95 3 4 


£ i. 

26 16 11 


£ s. 

20 11 8 


£ a. t 

45 7 4 


£ S. d. 

GO 10 6 


Belfast, . . 


Do. 


1,253 3 3 




I Do. 


26 


207 0 9 


20 IS 4 


6 9 9 


12 14 10 


19 2 9 


Armagh, . 


Do. 


053 7 (i 


3, 


Irish Coal A: Tu 


17 


90 7 6 


35 7 0 


20 0 0 


87 10 7 


85 12 5 


Carlow, 


Do. 


1,018 7 0 


4 


Stone Coal is Tu 


18 


125 19 1 


21 0 0 


15 11 1 


29 10 8 


59 4 0 


Cavan, . . 


Stirahoutil-Brea 


803 4 11 


21 


Turf. 


25 


126 9 11 


36 10 6 


10 19 4 


43 14 2 


91 5 0 


Clure, 


Mixed. 


1.250 1 1 


5 


Turf d: Coa 


31 


182 10 0 


25 4 9 


3 12. 0 


25 7 2 


1259 7 6 


Cork County, 


Bread and Milk 


6,023 3 10 


4 


Coal. 


35 


103 15 9 


41 19 10 


77 6 0i 


192 1 7 


1169 7 S 


„ City, 


Do. 


1,257 19 2 


4 


Do. 


27 


94 11 10 


28 17 9 


21 2 11 


28 10 11 


131 10 11 


Donegal, . 


Do. 


693 C 10 


41 


Do. 


25 


86 4 6 


S 17 11 


11 17 1 


12 6 2 


24 15 1 


Down, . . 


Mixed. 


1,754 0 0 


4 


Coal <& Turf 


45 


154 4 lOj 


38 10 7} 


18 14 S 


51 17 0 


S2 10 1 


Dublin County, . 


Do. 


£69 5 81 


4, 1 ! 


Coal. 


25 


128 4 S 


40 15 0 


15 7 11 


Co 12 2 


23 7 6 


Dublin City : 
Newgate, 


Bread and Milk 


787 4 4 


5, 


Do. 


16 


63 11 ]j 


15 8 3 


12 2 3 


65 0 2 




Richmond Bridewe 


Mixed. 


1,852 IS 4 


43 


Do. 


26 


399 4 0 


62 14 11 


11 18 7 


I/O 0 0 


164 5 0 


Grangegorman Penitents 


Do. 


1,815 5 4 


4 


Do. 


30 


223 3 3 


5G 14 1 


27 9 4 


139 9 0 


153 19 0 


Fermanagh, 


Oatmeal & Rice. 


1,848 3 1$ 


4} 


Turf. 


28 


105 18 10 


33 8 1 


8 10 0 


95 6 4 


75 0 5 


Galway County, 


hiked. 


3,655 0 3 


61 


Do. 


15 


126 5 2 


71 12 6 


6 2 2 


28 4 10 


128 10 8 


„ Town, . 


Do. 


441 17 2 


41 


Do. 


14 


53 2 22 


3 13 4 


4 2 61 


5 5 3 


41 12 11 


Kerry, 


Do. 


2,141 17 21 


41 


Do. 


17 


68 I t 11 » 


17 9 0 


27 3 61 


332 14 6J 


437 15 6 


Kildare, Naas, . 


Do. 


439 11 10 


35 


Coni. 


28 


225 4 8 


26 1G 10 


8 12 41 


21 7 1 


95 16 3J 


,, Atby, . 


Do. 


435 7 1J 


5 


Turf. 


10 


3S 15 lOf 


5 14 G 


6 16 71 


31 1 6 


1 5 11 


Kilkenny County, 


Do. 


1,368 15 0 


4> 


Turf <fc Coal. 


20 


60 1 0 


13 16 3 


IS 7 11 


51 16 7 


197 4 5,} 


„ City, . 


Do. 


410 12 6 


6 


Coal* Turf. 


7 


40 19 3 


8 8 2 


6 0 0 


30 12 11 


12 9 10 


King’s County, . 


Do. 


767 18 9 


333 


Turf. 


40 


121 10 3J 


24 18 31 


10 15 2 


15 0 0 


68 12 31 


Leitrim, 


Do. 


1,946 12 4,\ 


6 


Coal <fc Turf. 


35 


172 17 11 


34 12 6> 


10 16 4 


121 4 6 


261 7 61 


Limerick County, 


ndian Moil is Bread. 


1,926 19 2 


4 A- 


Coal. 


24 


99 11 4 


25 19 9 


13 2 6 


18 18 1 


116 11 8 


„ City, . 


ndian Meat is Bread 


637 8 5} 


31 


Do. 


IS 


46 9 0 


11 15 4 


11 1 6 


10 0 0 


13 9 2 


Londonderry, 


Mkeil. 


1,201 11 6 


51 


Do. 


16 


54 13 6 


26 13 11 


14 13 10 


50 IS 8 


41 13 1 


Longford, . 


Do. 


819 0 0 


31 


Turf. 


23 


63 0 0 


9 15 0 


10 17 0 


25 0 0 


36 16 0 


Louth, 


Do. 


565 19 85 


4J 


Coal. 


J 6 


27 15 U 


6 0 1 


15 0 7 


17 15 8 


28 2 11^ 


Drogheda, . 


stirabt.. Bread, Milk. 


1S5 11 101 


43 


Do. 


8 


33 10 0 


8 2 9 


4 10 0 


24 11 7 


38 5 3-i 


-Mayo, . . . 


Mixed. 


2,204 7 111 


4? 


Turf <£: Coal. 


44 


211 11 7j 


CS 8 101 


61 3 0 


23 16 7 


330 18 1$ 


Meath, 


Do. 


667 19 3i 


4} 


Do. 


31 


S3 12 10J 


20 11 1 


8 IS 3 


66 18 6 


96 3 11 


Monaghan, 


Do. 


1,252 14 2J 


0A 


Coal. 


19 


92 12 8 


6 19 6 


17 0 lj 


55 3 UJ 


44 8 0 


Queen's County, 


Do. 


9S9 3 7 


41 


Coal it Turf. 


13 


70 7 8 


23 10 7 


10 1 8 


23 9 3 




Roscommon, 


Do. 


1,856 1 5 


51 


Coal. 


13 


77 9 1 


18 4 0 


13 3 5 


63 0 0 


28 7 7j 


Sligo, . . . 


Do. 


1,360 17 5J 


4 i 


Do. 


21 


153 0 4a 


41 11 9 


26 9 4j 


22 0 lOJ 


18 17 1 


Tipperary, Nenagh, . 


3read and Milk. 


2,994 17 6 


61 


Coal & Turf. 


20 


36 0 1J 


16 19 5 


26 10 SJ 


15 13 2 


51 6 7 


,, Clonmel, . 


Do. 


2,637 5 3 


6J 


ea & Stono Coal 


41 


52 12 6 


85 2 0 


IS IS 10J 


68 15 7 


38 14 3 


Tyrone, . . . 


tirabt.fBrcad.Milk. 


,846 19 0 


43 


Turf. 


41 


>4G 4 8 


33 11 4 


20 9 8 1 


17 1 3 




IVaterfoid Connty, 


Mixed. 


927 3 2 


41 


Coal. 


22 


75 6 6 


75 18 8 


21 18 9 


41 18 2 


10 15 9 


„ City, 


Do. 


289 9 8 


SA 


Do. 


12 


3S 19 0 


11 8 5 


10 19 S 


15 17 8 




Westmeath, 


Do. 


801 211 


3 


Turf <fc Coal. 


9 


97 7 8 


24 12 5 j, 


14 11 0J 


42 0 0 


32 0 9 


Wexford, . 


3 readds Stirabout 


1,034 6 11J 


H 


Coal. 


30 


48 18 31 


23 14 6 


17 14 10J 


27 G 1 




Wicklow, . 


Do. 


696 S 7J 


43 


Do. 


15 


52 2 7 


40 6 1J 


10 15 3 


10 14 6 


58 0 10 



'^t2 I gsJgS‘^SSS!. , ‘J5Ss ’ 
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THE SEVERAL GAOLS IN IRELAND FOR TIIE YEAR 1847. 




found nece'Eity to vary the dietaries of several of the County Prisons, and to authorize the use of provisions which were not formerly to be found in the Gaol 
in those alterations would occupy more space than could be conveniently spared in the returns, we have included them under the hend of Mixed Dietary. 

[ Continued . 
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THE several Gaols in Iheland FOR the Year 1847 — continued. 



SALARY of 


OFFICERS’ | 


Total Expense of 
the Gaol. 


ill 


II? 

43. 


Total Cost of 
each Prisoner 
per head 
per annum. 

44. 


Fsmai.r Department. 


Rations, 
Foul Cost of. 

38. 


Clothing, 
Total Cost of. 


Total Expense, 
ucluding Salaries, 
Rations, and 
Clothing. 

40. 


Matrons. 


Assistant Ma- 
Tumkeys. 


Hospital ot]lcr pjjs,,,, 
Nurse- | officers, 
tenders. 

36. 37. 






£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ S. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


1 


S. d. 


£ s. d. 


35 0 0 


IS 0 0 


22 13 2 


— 


96 10 


6 


26 14 


0 


1,109 8 


8 


2,387 5 3} 


117 


1 41 




40 0 0 


60 0 0 


- 


- 


18 13 


0 


46 4 


1 


1,171 13 


3 


3,358 6 1 


183 


1 OJ 


18 7 0} 


30 0 0 


9 3 4 


15 0 0 


- 


4 13 


2 


33 5 11 


646 2 


5 


2,19“ 14 3 


224 


0 6} 


9 7 3* 


50 0 0 


_ 


— 


- 


67 7 


6 


11 18 


6 


683 0 


n 


2,219 0 6} 


159 


0 9J 


13 19 11 


40 0 0 


16 0 0 


10 0 0 


- 


13 13 


8} 


- 




710 9 


0} 


1,923 11 1 


185 


0 6J 


10 7 11* 


40 0 0 


20 0 0 


24 0 0 


- 


12 0 


0 


17 4 


6 


973 18 10 


4,122 16 2 


161 


1 4} 


25 12 2| 


50 0 0 


_ 


— 


- 


94 9 


2 


74 0 


0 


2,095 19 


1 


12,384 10 5} 


919 


0 8J 


13 9 6} 


35 2 0 


28 8 0 


24 IS 4 


— 


70 17 


0 


41 8 


2 


918 4 


2 


2,027 0 2 


192 


0 10 


15 4 103 


30 0 0 


_ 


10 0 0 


- 


177 1 


7 


33 12 


7 


787 19 


2 


1,866 16 1 


1201 


0 10} 


15 10 3 


40 0 0 


_ 


11 11 0 


- 


132 1 


04 


20 0 


0 


1,070 12 


Oh 


3,928 8 10 


248 


0 103 


15 16 9} 


32 10 0 


25 0 0 


- 


- 


27 6 


8 


- 




1,264 15 


0 


2,677 10 24 


142 


1 on 


18 17 1} 


59 0 0 


39 6 8 


16 0 0 




166 1 


9.t 






1,923 0 


'& 


3,273 13 7 


103 


i S3 


31 15 8 








_ 


319 5 


0 


_ 




2,505 1 


6 


5,840 1 2 


262 


1 23 


22 5 94 


200 0 0 


570 0 0 


40 0 0 


49 0 0 


386 7 


4 


- 




2,179 7 


4 


5,089 17 6 


253 


1 13 


20 5 6} 


31 10 0 


_ 


IS 10 0 


- 


61 4 


2 


- 




691 14 


2 


3,042 11 84 


267 


0 7} 


11 7 103 


30 0 0 


15 0 0 


40 0 0 


12 0 0 


9 10 


1 


- 




1,139 7 


2 


5,503 IS 2 


374 


0 9} 


14 14 33 


20 0 0 


10 0 0 


_ 


- 


34 15 


7 


- 




43S 18 


7h 


1,042 1 34 


GS 


0 10 


15 6 53 


50 0 0 


20 0 0 


20 0 0 


10 0 0 


138 4 


0 


61 19 


0 


1,291 3 


0 


4,678 18 2 


313} 


0 9151 


14 18 8} 


20 0 0 


6 0 0 


_ 


— 


104 12 


03 


19 10 


0 


663 8 


oj 


1,773 5 21 


79} 


1 23 


22 6 8} 


20 0 0 


6 0 0 


_ 


- 


S7 7 


11? 


9 0 


0 


390 9 


55 


1,053 12 11 


07* 


1 0} 


IS 9 7} 


30 0 0 


_ 


_ 


- 


51 15 


6 


17 15 


0 


774 17 


4 


2,559 19 1 


200 


0 8.1 


6 16 10} 


15 0 0 


_ 


_ 




52 14 


2 


- 




297 14 


2 


87S 18 0 


45 


1 0 


19 10 7} 


40 0 0 


25 0 0 


20 0 0 


- 


46 14 


G 


34 6 10} 


927 3 


6 


2,349 18 9 


165 


0 93 


14 4 10* 


30 0 0 


15 0 0 


16 0 0 


— 


68 13 


S 


20 19 


0 


831 12 


3 


3,944 17 11 


219 


0 11} 


17 18 7 


40 0 0 


20 0 0 


41 0 0 


— 


- 




36 9 


s 


1,082 9 


S 


4,103 2 1 


330 


0 8} 


12 8 8 


30 0 0 


24 0 0 


16 18 0 


- 


- 




- 




GS0 8 


0 


1,688 16 1} 


12G-J 


0 83 


13 7 64 


30 0 0 


20 0 0 


12 0 0 


_ 


209 IS 


8 


19 5 


6 


1,001 15 


21 


2,815 3 14 


156 


0 113 


18 0 11 


40 0 0 


15 0 0 


_ 


— 


- 




- 




- 




1,861 13 2 


171 


0 73 


10 17 83 


30 0 0 


_ 


_ 


_ 


44 12 


C.J 


23 11 


0 


640 14 


61 


1,487 11 6} 


93 1 


0 10v a 


15 IS 2} 


6 0 0 


_ 


_ 


— 


21 1 


5 


- 




217 1 


5 


536 6 8 


20 


1 Bi 


20 16 4 


40 0 0 


30 0 0 


20 0 0 


— 


207 9 


61j 


- 




1,170 3 


4} 


4,745 10 93 


317} 


0 93 


14 19 OJ 


40 0 0 


_ 


12 0 0 


— 


37 10 


9 


2S 9 


3 


983 17 


0 


2,095 12 5 


120 


0 114 


17 9 3 


24 16 0 


16 8 0 


_ 


— 


56 1 


6 


33 10 


0 


725 7 


8 


2,530 4 1 


173 


0 9} 


14 12 6} 


40 0 0 


15 0 0 


16 0 0 


4 6 9 


55 10 


0 


- 




875 16 


3 


2,507 8 8 


150 


0 11 


16 14 3} 


32 6 1 


_ 


17 0 0 


— 


02 16 


5 


28 14 


4 


641 9 


2 


4,041 9 51 


269 


0 93 


15 0 53 


20 0 0 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


- 


242 6 


9 


44 3 


4 


1,089 16 


3 


3,369 5 7 


195: 


0 11} 


17 4 8} 


40 0 0 


30 0 0 


15 0 0 


_ 


273 18 


2 


73 17 


0 


1,382 15 


2 


4,973 3 2 


3221 


0 10} 


15 8 0* 


40 0 0 


22 0 0 


37 18 4 


15 6 9 


192 1 


3 


65 4 


10 


1,608 9 


0 


5,087 10 10.J 


323 


0 10} 


15 15 0} 


30 0 0 


_ 


24 0 0 


_ 


226 5 


G 


67 3 


9 


940 8 


31 


4,180 6 01 


244 


0 11} 


17 2 7} 


30 0 0 


25 0 0 


20 0 0 


— 


25 8 


0 


17 0 


0 


802 8 


0 


2,185 12 4 


124 


0 114 


17 12 C 


40 0 0 


_ 


7 0 0 


— 


31 17 


0 


_ 




538 17 


0 


1,009 7 8 


721 


0 9} 


13 19 1} 


20 0 0 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


- 


50 11 


9 


- 




665 11 


9 


1,959 14 101 


179 


0 71 


10 18 11} 


45 0 0 


_ 


12 0 0 


1 13 4 


184 2 


0 


13 17 


4 


886 15 


li 


2,397 16 3.J 


152 


0 10 


15 15 5 


30 0 0 


20 0 0 


10 0 0 


- 


- 




1 - 




594 16 


3 


1,817 7 3 


132 


0 H 


13 15 4} 



Total Espense of Gaols for 1847. £125,817 3s. 8 d. 
Total Espense of Gaols for 1846, £83,497 15s. llj}<f. 
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SCHEDULE (E). 

RETURN of Trades’ Work, Hard Labour, and Schools, in tlio several Gaols in Ireland, on the 31st December, 1847. 
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County. 



Antrim 



Armagh - 






Cl m e 



Cork 



Donegal 



Down 

Galway 






Kilkenny 



APPENDIX TO TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT, ETC. 

SCHEDULE (G). 

. it .ft.. .„, rQ n f Keepers of Bitnuavm.t.s, within the Year 1847. 

Cost of Subsistence, Fuel, and Incidents, also of Salaries ot iu.epehs 

j I Charge for each Bridewell. 



Fuel, and . 

In cidents . | __ Keeper. 



Antrim -j ■I' 2 *' M ‘jr® 

iBallymcna - SO 2 0 l -0 

| Bally money -j 55 S I | 20 



Total 
Jlintgc to t 
County. 



■ Ballibot - 30 14 

Imrgan - 73 17 

iN. T. Hamilton; 10 1 

Market-hill - 10 7 



Bailiehorough - 
Ballverranell -] 
Cooiehill 



iBandon - 
jBantry - 
Castletown 
Charleville 
Clonakilty 
Cove 

Dunmamvay 
Fermoy - 
Kanturk - 
Macrnom 

Mallow - 

Midleton 

Millstreet 

Mitcheln town 

Rosscarhery 

Skibbereen 



Bonpgal - 
Bnncrana 
Letterkenny 



[Ballinasloe 
Clifden - 
jEyreconrt 
|Gort 
Looglirea 
jOughterard 
iPortnlnna 

Woodford 



- iCahirriveen 
Castleislaud 

[Kenniare 

jKillaruey 

iListowel" 

Iwni.™ 



• Callan 
Thomastown 
Urlingford 



269 IS 



.05 14 11 25 



127 19 2 25 

'• 1 10 10 
8 4 10 



1->211 2 0 



j 16 IS 8 ; 25 

9 2 9 j 25 
| 24 6 



9 0 

9 0 | 

9 0 1 

9 0 

9 0 ! 







Charge f 


r each Bridewell. 1 


Total 

Charge to the 
County. 


County. 


Biunnwur.i.. 


Subsistence, 
h'liol, and 

Incidents. 


Reaper 








£ 


X. 




£ 


, 


d 


£ 


d. 


Leitrim - 


iallinmnoro - 


49 


14 


9 


30 


O 


0 




M. Hamilton - 


4.1 


11 






0 


0 






























lru(T - 


7« 


9 


11 


20 


0 


o 








'.room - 


2(1 










0 








ilytm 


21 


11 


11) 


10 


0 


0 










4 ii 


(> 








0 










:u 


ft 


1 


20 


1) 


0 








Ratlikculu 


40 


3 


3 


30 


0 


0 




15 5 


Londonderry 


Coleraine 


53 


r, 


4 


20 


0 


0 




Mnglii'rulolt - 


48 


13 








0 








N. T. Liinavady 


25 


4 


11 


12 


0 


0 


174 






















Lou ill - 


Ardce - 


24 


9 




50 


0 


0 


























Mayo 


Ballinrolie 


37 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 






Belmullet 


79 


10 




10 


0 


0 








Westport 


10 


5 


2 


10 


0 


0 


102 


15 6 


















Monaghan 


Carrickmacross 


29 


0 


!) 


30 


0 


0 






Castleldayney - 


41 


19 


0 


40 


0 


0 








Clones - 


19 


10 


7 


b 


0 


0 


106 


16 10 


Queen's Co. 


Abboyleix 


20 


4 




25 


0 


0 




Borris-in-Ossovy 


14 


13 








0 








Slradbally 


17 


11 


8 


2u 


0 


0 


127 


n 




















Roscommon 


A lb lone - 


32 


0 


2 


HI 


1) 


o 








Boyle 


71 


1 


r» 


20 


0 


0 








Castlorea 


35 


18 


4 


JO 


0 


0 








Strolcestovrn 


54 


0 


3 


10 


0 


0 


243 


0 2 


Sligo 


Ballymole 


24 


14 


!) 


40 0 0 


04 


14 9 




Bonwoknne 


32 


2 


7 


10 


0 


„ 




Cabir 




13 


1 


30 


0 


0 








Cnrrick-on-Snir 


44 


17 




30 


0 


0 








Casliol - 


101 


3 


7 




0 


0 










15 


12 


7 


30 


0 


0 








N. Birmingham 


29 


13 


7 


30 


0 


0 








Newport - 


28 




1 


16 


0 


0 










85 


Hi 




20 


0 


0 








Templemore 


30 


12 


11 


20 


0 


0 








I buries - 




12 




20 


0 


0 








Tipperary 


91 


Hi 


0 


30 


0 


0 






Tyrone 


Clogher - 


25 


4 


4 


20 


0 


0 








Strobnne - 


17 


14 


8 


20 


0 


0 




19 0 


Waterford 


Dnngarran 


105 


0 


R 


30 


0 


0 






Liamore - 


67 


11 


2 


12 


0 


0 


204 


11 10 


W estmeath 


Moate 


00 


13 


0 


30 


0 


0 




















13 0 


Wexford - 


Enniscorthv 


42 


3 


3 


30 


0 


0 






Goroy 


20 


19 


9 


30 


o 


0 








New Ross 


11 


3 


8 


30 


0 


0 


164 




Wicklow - 


Tinaliely 


3 


9 


4 


10 


0 


0 


9 4 


13 
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